1S COEDUCATION A FAILURE?

signs that it may be approaching
its epd in this country, Almost at

" the same time two of the institutions
which have been pointed to as the most
notable successes of the system have
glven it up. They are Pennington Sem-
$nary in New Jersey and Tufts College
in Massachusetts.

In both cases co-education was glven

- up because it was found a positive detri-

mment to the students and a drawback

tp the institutionp. The reasons given by
.. President Hamflton of Tufts and Presi-

" ident Reagd of Pennington are similar,

_.-%_ And in both cases the decision of the

. &uthorities was recelved with approval
byv the students of both sexes.

The trustees of Tufts College voted in
: favor of placing Tufts on the same basis
+wwith Harvard University ag-regards the

. edfication of men and woOmen. Harvard
has its Radcliffe, presided over by a
Dean and Faculty. of its own, taught by
THarvard instructors, and with its degrees

-eountersigsned by the President of Har-

vard. Henceforth, fgom the opening of
the Fall term, Tufts will have {its Jack-
son College, which wiill be solely for

. girls, and hold a2 position similar to that
of RedsXife.

President F. W. Hamlilton of Tufts Col-
lege said -<wshen asked the reasons for the
Trustees’ action:

* Co-cducation at Tufts did not prove
& success. It did not develop any of the
moral and socizl objections urged against
it ofttimes, but for wvarious reasons

-which I pointed out in my report it did

not seem educationally successful.

-7 - ée Tt seemed to have a distinct tendency
- to impede the growth of the college, Aft-
-‘er nn good deal of informal discussion

c~.at the annual meeting of the Trustees in

- "QOctober 2 committee was appointed to

" take the matter under advisement,

- << rhis committee” consisted of the Hon.
¥ YW. Parker, the Rev. H. W. Rugg,

. H. Abinstrue, E. H. Clement, and A.

. < B.- Mason. Severally and collectively

“*t+he members of the committee looked into
“"‘-"the matter of abolishing co-education.
.v“ *IIeny meetings were held, and the condi-
tions exlstmg' at various colleges of both

- *kmds were looked into. ;

e Finally a few days ago- it came time

_-"'"'foy_j:he ‘committee to-report. In this the

' T eommittee” smd that it had held _personal

T fco#nversa.tmn ~upon’: the ;aatter ¥with a

::._".k ~nnm‘ber of members of.the. ‘.E‘aeulty
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of Liberal Arts. Each and every
gave it as his opinion, formed carefully
and deliberately after several years’
teaching and observation,
terests of both men and women would
be best served by a segregation of the
sexes, Some of the professors admitted
this to be a reversal of their earlier opin-
fons and Judgment. The committee
stated that it could not learma that there
was any professdor who now feels that
co-education at Tufts has proved soO
satisfactory in its results that It should
be continued. '

‘“ The committes says that the con-
clusions arrived at by the warlous pro-
fessors were along these 1lilnes. In a
few studies, the delicacy of treating fully
a subiect where both men and women
were present in the class, they believed
to be very apparent. This was not, how-
ever, by any one considered a sufficlent
cause in itself to justify a change.

‘* The invariably different viewpoint
(due to the difference in sex) from <which
men and women approached- nearly all of
the subjects, and the difficulty, in the
hour of recitation, of properly presenting
the subject to the comprehension of both
sexes.

““ A natural diffidence on the part of
both sexes to enter during the recitation
into any argument with the other sex
over any subject under consideration.

““ The tendency of women to enter,
during a ‘recitation Into any argument
with the other sex over any subject un-
der consideration.

‘“* The tendency of women to enter
courses in which from the nature of the
subject and their natural aptitude and
ability they will secure high marks,
coupled with the general desire of women
for high markss ° This secures to the
women students a higher average stand-
ing than the men, and consequently a
rather disproportionate part of the
awards, prizes, and prestige which under

co-education are always awarded in com-

mon for both men and women.

““ It was admitted that the presence of
women served slightly as a stimulus to
the men,
generally expressed that their presence

that the 1in-|

and the sentiment was quite.

on the .hill $had served to, help the- tone.
of the._ eommunity—had exercised a sort‘

of refining inﬂuence on the: men.h RNTAR
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“A Menace to Any College,” Says. Pfesidem Ham-
ilton of the Former---President Read of
the Latter Announces a Change

he was -firmly convinced that better re-
sults for both men and women could bg
secured 1if he were to -teach them sepa-
rately, the professors advised the com-
mittee that In thelr deallngs with the
students they found a feeling or senti-
ment pervading the whole student body,
both men and women, (there being very
few Individual exceptions,) that each
sex would be better off in its work
svere the other- absent. This wag con-
firmed In many communications from
students and graduates to myself and
the committee, including a letter which
was received from the association of
women graduates which contained a for-
mal indorsement of the association for
the proposed change; but I desire it to

be understood that in no sense dceg this

sentiment or opiﬁior_x appear as an open
or veiled hostility; on the contrary, the '

committee found that it always had been |

the custom of each sex to treat the other
with respect and consideration,
‘““ The committee also presented a .mass

of statistical data drawn up from the

vears since 1892, when women were first

Tufts and other co-educational colleges
and other figures, which showed that the
attitude which we had taken against
| co-education was quite Justifiable. The
cominittee also went into the question of
ways and means, and figured out how
much the change would cost, how the
additional expense of maintenance could
be met. It even figured out what houses
and. Talls could be set aside for the
work of the women’s college

“ The' committee .says that in its con-
viction if -any, when any move.  for
the segregation.of the women of the
college . were to be undertaken it must
be full and complete.- It having. been
determined that the thing itself was de-
sirable. the commlttee -recammended~that

e

no’ ha.lfwa.y “steps -be taken.. - It sald that
“Qutside. of these ca.uses and the, clea.r— wha.t is done, must certe.lnly.-be so done |

-n,hu‘\

the eifect. tha.t* _l_n th13 perticular subject :they._.-ha.ve equal aoonrttmity,;..mthq,the
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 men. It !4 not seem to the committee
that this would be accomplished by open-
‘ing 2 department for women, but that to
gsecure success a separate, institution ex-
clusively for women, with an appro-
priate name and the right and .power
to grant separate degrees, should be es-
tablished. The institution should have
its own officers and faculty.

** TThe committee, therefore, recom-
mended that in its opinjon the best In-
terests of the iInstitution ~require: the
separation of the sexes; the best way of
accomplishing this iz by the establish-
ment of an independent coliege for wo-
men; the importance of the matter is-so

admitted to the college, 2 comparison of -
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great that even though the financial re-
‘sources are not at - -this moment In hand
| . to meet the extra cost the action should
}be taken at the earliest possible mo-
'ment, and efforts be made at once to
secure the necessary funds.

‘ *“ Since the report of the .action of the

' trustees became public we have recelved |

many telegrams, letters, and telephone
messages from friends of the college
commending us for our action.

« phat the undergraduates of both sexes
were rejolced to hear of the change. was
evidenced by the manner in which they
received the Trepoxrt. Immediately a
twenty-four hours’ celebration of the
event opened up, and I am Informed that
lizhts did not go out-in either the men's
or women’s- dormitories until a very late
hour. While we were obliged to restrict
-the actions of cerfain of the over-enthu-
siastic men, yet we were pleased to note
that the celebration ‘was not more on one
<gide than on the other.

“ We .aim at the establishment of a
women’s college with "the relation. to

Tufts that Radcliffe has to Harvard:

University. ,
-~ *“'The outcome_ of the move for eegre—

ga.tioa’is the result of an. ag'lta.tlon which |-

J:started .in my- report of 1906 a.nd 1907,
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College,

Which was iseued e.bout al yea.r e.fter my-
?':assuming the Presidency of the; college.
esomglhee&—thatﬁ the- continueduperformenée«, oz.-—the--taak thig’
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the best thing that could happen to the
college was a separation of the sexes.
*In my reporf of that year I sald
in part: ‘Many of the older 'graduates
of the college find thelr chief interest in
the College of Letters, that finstitution
that stands for culture and for broad and
general education In' arts and letters
rather than for the more technical train-
fng of the wvarious schoels which from

time to time have grown up around the!
parent institution.

When we speak of
Tufts College we older graduates think
of the College of L.etters, and when we
consider the _success which the college
has won in itg\ university aspects we ask
how this part of the Iinstitution has
shared in the triumphs. -

“ ¢« ITnfortunately it appears that with
the single exception of the Theological
School this department appears to have
shared least in the general growth. The
registration for the current year shows
that there has been a falling off in ad-
missions to this department, and an ex-
amination of the records for many years
will show that it is here that the growth
has been slowest. Probably the Increase
of tuition fees and the changes In terms
of payment are sufficlent to account for
the decline of the present year, but they
are not sufficlent to account for the

general condition. ‘
““Y said that the co-education system

kept away both men and women, send- |

ing many of-the latter who would nat-
urally come to Tufts to Radcliffe, Smith,
or Wellesley. 1 stated-°that the future
of the academic department of Tufts
as a ‘man’s college, depended
upon the immediate segregation of the
wdmen into a _ separate department or
college. I did not believe, however, that
the, college should go out of 'the business
of edueating women.

.** The- maf*ni.fieent giits of Albert Met-
calf, of. the late DMrs: . J a.ckeon, and oth-
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that we had undertaken. I belleved,
however, that the women should be edu-
cated separately, should have their own
dormitories, lecture rooms, and dean. I
believe that there Is a distinct advantage
to women to be taught by teachers who
at the same time are Instructing men.
The tralning is greater in depth and
breadth.

‘I mentloned the expense, the fact
that 2 new gymnasium for the women
should be erected ultimately, and other
dormitories as well. The work of in-
struction would not be much greater, as
although the instructor would have to go
over his lesson twlce he would be obliged
to prepare {t but once. I sald that
250,000 should be avallable for bulld-
Ings and salaries. That would be a be-
ginning, but a larger amount would ultl-
mately be required.

«“Y gafd that I did not fear disaster
for Tufts {f the proposition were not car-
ried out, but that it did involve imminent
disaster to the College of Letters.

‘““ The matter as containred in my re-
port was taken up the following Fall by
the trustees and considered in a general
way. This was true of my next report,
in which I brought up the sarne guestion.

This was congidered at greater length
and a committee appointed to take the

matter up.

“Tt wasg this commlittese which has
recently reported to the trustees, who
took the immediate and unanimons action
in favor of segregation, There ‘has been
practiczally no objection from any source
raised to the proposition.

“Y% am sure that the segregation of
women will prove a great boon to Tufts
College. I ‘look for an Iimmediate In-
crease In registration both among the
men and the women.”

As for Pennington co- educe.tion has had
a trial there for fifty-seven years. It
has alwdys been regaorded as a shining
exdmple of the dystem. On the occasion
of the fiftieth anniversary Dr. Willis
Fletcher Johnson, President of the Board
of Trustees for many years, said in his
address:

‘* Fifty years ago- it wag t‘hought that
for a young woman to attend schools and
colleges where .the barbarity of the
young Imen was dlSpla.yed, as In their|
games and ° hazing,
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. ~was_to -rob her of.
ers: interested i theé educa.tlon of women .her . attractiors;. but: to- da.y Penning'ton 3,
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TUFTS AND PENNINGTON SAY “YES”

knowledged to be a success, and this’
seminary is to be congratulated in - her
part of the work in breaking down these
barriers.”’

Yet the commencement exercises -on
June 8 next will be the last that' will
ever be held under the co-educationsl :;
system. President Read, in ennounolng
the change, said to the students: ’

* Shortly after I came here the subjeot
of changing this system of the school 4
was spoken of to me by some of the,--f
trustees. I would not listen to such a ;il'
suggestion then, feeling somewhat ‘that ' 3y
it was disloyal to the girls at present
with us, and to the great body of mag-
nificent women who heve gone from theee
halls.

‘““ The thing, however, kept comlng 1:o~:t
my attentlon In many ways, one of them?
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{ being the remark of a young lady” who:

graduated last vyear, In making her- ‘
adleus to the President she said she had ;
had a splendid time at Pennington Sem-,.”' o
Inary, but would never advise her eieter
to attend a co-educational school to have ';
her womanhobd hampered and dwarfed.
by the restrictions and rules" a.beolutely :
necessary for a co-ed school, and man‘? i}
‘other reasons which I cannot now men—‘f.
tion. This caused me deep thougiit, anG
then in our Summer canvass for etudents
Prof. Perry and myself, to use. a com= -
mon vernacular, found ourselves ‘up.
against {t.’

‘“ Parents would not send their chlldren
to a co-educational institution. Then. the
trusteses took a decided stand, ee.ylng'
with me that the best Interest of the >*
gschool must be above the interest or: -‘-i
desires of Individuals i£ the vlctorlee i ?rt

the past history of this glorious old in g
stitution are to be duplicated in the fut
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ure. And who can say that Pennlngton 3
Semina.ry has not had a, glorious a.nd ';
victorious past? > ﬁ‘

‘“ So after mature consideration by the Ji
governlng body of this school, while- I «s*

hesitate to do s0, I am vet here to-da.y to' -:1
announce that, while we trust that ladies: i
will have no less interest in the sehool.-’.ﬁ
after the end of this term Penning'ton 5
Semtnary will be a boys' school. . 'Y v‘_;,

*“ Girls, I know yvou are not all- angels.ﬁ_x,,:‘;
but there is not one of you but I ‘would:ix
like to see come back next year. I ha.ve"cﬂ
no special interest /in 'any other ~sehool.
but_ if you will’ come, to me I will’ dOrah »=:
in’ my power -to g0 arrange, that. youvhl: w‘[
have: ea.sy access-to any. other’school” Sfouvg
: mav.s ect, without loss of gra.de fln“ your»-*
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