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'I"IRQ_. 1 NAR,CIE’)@)A A OWEN, :

MOTHER, OF SENAIOR. OWEN :OF ORLAHQMA.

By E. J. Edwards.

F the ninetv-two men wlhio to-day
compese the TUnited Siates Senafe,
just nine, or less than a tenith of
tne total. rejoice in their motihers’

Presence on earth.

These fortunate Senators are Flint of
California, Beveridge of Indiana. Owen
and Gore of OKklahoma, Nelgon and Clapp
of Alinnesota, Ivean of New Jersey, Dick
of Qhio, and Smith of JMichizan.

These nine mothers who live to see
their sons members of ithie most auguvst|
legizlative body that the world has ever
known form a group of unusual intcerest.

They average in age considerably niore
than the threezcore vears and ten ai-

Intted by the Psalmist to human exisiences,y

with one, Mrs. Nelson, nearing her nineiyv-
gixth vear.

Because they are moihers of Senators
they could almost be looked upon as the
deans of all living American mothers, just
as their sons are the deans, =0 toe spoeak,
of all American legislators,

Praciically every one of inhe nine has a
most interesting personality.  Their lives
cover the history of the country from the

pioneer days of the last century down to

the present; most of them - tasted of
rioneer hardships. and. moidrd into good
Americans by their surroundinzs, they, in
turn, have handed down typical American
characteristics to their Senaior =ons.

The carcers of two-of . the methers—2Mrs,
Nelson and Mrs. Dick—cepitomize thie man-
ner in whichh the peoples of all nations
are melted into sturdy nephews and
nieces of Uncle Sam in the fullness of
itime.

Then, too-—and perhaps for
most of all—these mothers
of noie because of the fact
distinguizhed are in ine
acrknowiledging that their national emi-
nencea due in o smait part 1o the
training 1o which their moihers =ubjected
them.

“ Alother,”” said Senator Owen, when she
recently complimented him on some good
political work, * vou
yoursell. You did it, in a very real way.
1f I did nov rejoice in »ou, who endowed
me wifh all that I have, all that has
made me, »ou would not be compliment-
Iing me to-day. So, mother, it is all due
to you and all for you that I have done
ithis thing.”’

Thne other
equally graceful,
tender thought.

- Qldest of the Senate Mothers_.

this rcason
are . worthy
it
SONS hrait of

is

Senaiors, in other ways
Ihave repeuated the same

One of tie aldest mothers in America
to-day—and by lepgth of years the most
vencrable of the mothers of the Senate—
is" Mrs. Ingeborz Nelson, moather of Sen-
ator INnute Nelzon of Minnesota, If she
survives until the carvly Autumn she will

-have reached the unusual age of ninety-
six.

- Mre.
Haldorson,
stock whence she sprang.
of Norway encircled her
farm, <hich was located
five miles back from the sca. There she
was ‘born. There, amid the inspiring
peaks and valleys, she grew to handsome
womanhood, and there., in the full bloom
of that womanhood, slie became the bride

of John Nelson.

To them, in due course, a child was born,
whom they bapntized IKnute, after thae Nor-
'{vegian ancestors in the Sagas and legends
of the kings. The boy had eyves of kindly
bilue, the blue that is clear without being
cold, and in childhood and youth his hair
was as.blonde as flax. To-day the hair's

Nelson's maiden name, Ingeborg
smacks of the robust Norse
The mountains
father's small
SOMe Lwenty-

‘color is gray from Time's touch, Hhut thel

eves still have the chieery look of long
ago; and it is a look that endcars theijr
owner to many hearts—rare old Knute
Nelson, the sturdy oak tree of the United
States. Senate—the same Kinute Nrelzon
who, before a desperate battle in thie civil
war, praved God that in the chargze of the
morrow he would not disgrace his native

|
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their |}

must take that to!

iand or the country that ha.c'l talxcn hirr
to his "boson:.

It was while the Senator wvas still hard.
1x more than a bLaby that the call of the
New World came sounding faintly in the
| ears of John Nelson, in the little inland
P place of his birth, where his people had
lived and died, and where he 1ad started
it to miake & living for his wife and son.

Insistent was that call, and at last lhie
decided that he would go to America, and
,when e had got started on the road to

ihe foriune he hoped to make there he
would =end the necessary money for his
wife, and they all would be reunited in
thre new and better home.

So, after simple preparations and an
af{fectionate farcwell, he sailed away from
.niis wife Ingeborg and his gson IKnute, and
they never saw him again: and only dimly

gt et ———y ot

inow does the =son recaill his father, as in
a-drean. ’
The first word that JMrs. Nelson had

from her husband in the new world, gave
no hint of the impending tragedy. Con-
Ptrariwise, it filled her with the belief that
t Jolin had done the wise thing in striking
outl €0 far to the westward across the sea,
for he wrote that in a piace called Chi-
cazo he had  found swwork, money was
rlentiful, and soon theyx would . all nieet
thhere. where already many Norwegians
had madc their way, and whencg many
had gone to take up the raw prairie lands
of Wisconsin and Alinnesota.

After this letter had been reccived and
rcad there followed another leng neriod
of =ilence, and then, one day an officiai
looking letter, placed in Alrs. Nelson's
hands, brought the news that her husband
had died, ard it gave the day and the date
of nhis death.

IFor three long years after -that the
voung widow struggled to take care of
hers=eif and little INnute, but all thy while
Norvay no longer seemed home to her—
her mind was ever turned toward the
land in whicli her husband lay buried.

At lazt she decided that she, too, would
o there and take her six-year-old boy
with her. S0 she bade good-bye to her
six broihers and one cister and eailed,
and neither she nor Kknule Nelson has
ever seen them since.

In the have

liave died,
the sister.

years that intervencd alil

iea,” savs IXnute Nelson, as the dream- of
the past rises before him.

Tt was in the Summer of 18468 that John
Nelson died in Chicago of the cholera,
and it was in the Sunmmer of 184D that
the widow and her son landed in the new
world. Thereafter the mother bravely

thie son
his age.
Faor many years now JNrs. Nelson
lived on a farm at Deerfield. Wis.. where
Senator Nelson stops to visit her m':'ery
time he goes to and from his own
near Alexandria, Minmn., in the beautiful
lake country, to take his seat in the
Senate.
Because like to

he would

him that for many
unable to prevail on ;Irs. Nelson to have
a photograph taken. The only
he ever had of her was loaned and lost,
and now lie realizes that he will
be able to get another, for his mother. on

her time in bed.
: Iut though her many years have made
her an invalid, in a way Mrs.
keeps close track of her son’'s official life
by having the newspapers read to her.
As a child she became skilled in ajl
the domestic virtues of the old school. and
for many years she knit socks for her
=on, cven after he took his seat in the
I Senate of the United States,
always proud to wear them.

Now,
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picture

and he was
how-'

witlhh the possible exception of
* No news has come from her.
or of her for years, and if she be qtill{'
with us her age must be up In the eig ht-‘

never

fought her way in her new surroundings, |
doinz his part In proportion to:

hasg

farm

have wlth/
him a physical reminder of his mother, 1t| that he never wrltes out his speeches, but

is a matter of keen personal regret for{ formulates them as
vears hc has been|

account of her great age, spends most ofd

Nelron |

‘she iz only awaiting

- situation in which
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cver, she does nat knit or <pin or weave;

fully the end of o long, well-spoent and in.
dustrious life.

The Mother of 1‘»13nncsdta‘s Junior

cnator,.

1.
his

Secnator. Moses
the fact that

Minnesota's junior
Clapp. also rejoices in
mother still survives. Popularly called
“ Abbie Jane ™ Ciapn, her full name is
Jane Abbie van Den Cook-Clapp, and her
age is seventyv-seven.

AMrg, Clapp's husband, the late larvey
Spaulding Clapp. was of old New Eng-
land stock, and his ancestors figured
prominently in the Colonial and post-
Colonial history of the country. He dicd
in 1899, and since then JMrs. Clapp has
been living with her son, the Senator,
though shie has two other children living.
Another has been dead many vears.

Senator Clapp owes many of his lead-
ing ~ifts 1o his mother; for c-\amnle, his
unusual memory. which has more than
once astonished his Senatorial colleagues,

Mrs. Clapp, in her girlhiood, which wag
spent in Taledo, Ohio, and In Indiana—
the latter almost a pioneer country in
those davs—-Sirengthened her moemory
*Jlearning by heart.’ the saying
hundreds of favorite poems, and through-
out. her life she has been happy in apt
quotation , .

Her Senator son's memory is o unusual

» 1w
!'!:"" 1!"‘.

i he paces the floor of
after - he has made a
he finds himself in a
e wishes to recall it,
and his wonderful memory then serves
hint as unfailingly as would the printed
page. There is no aqauestion that this
faculty has nmde it possible for tha Scn-
ator to win manv political victories.
Another of Mrs, Clapp's
characteristics Is her forchandedness:
the matter of providing relief for
needy. She makes it a
have mnear her all manner of clothing, |
household articles, and other necessities, |
which, in duc. scason. unobttusively find
their way to the point where lhm' will do
the most good.
- She ig also devoted to the work of the

his room. ' Years
speech, perhaps,

in:

Grand Army of the Republic; likewise to,

that of numerous henevoleont insti'tutions,
and further shows her interest in chari-
table undertakings by holding the office
o[ Vice President of a needlework guild.

A Lmk w:th the H:stonc Cherokees.

Even were she not one of the last links
~—if not the very last—with the Cherokees
of history and those of the present, Mrs.
Narcissa Owen, mother of Scnator Rebert
ILatham Owen of Oklahoma, would be in-
teresting for hér own sake. |

Seventy-nine lher next birthday, which
falls in early Winter, Mrs., Owen is di-
rectly -descended ‘from Queen Quatsis,
lineal’ successor of the seven original
chiefs of Cherokee Dblood of many years
ago, and ‘is herself one-sixteenth Chero-
kece. Ier sons, Dr. Willilam L. and Rob-
ert Latham, are thérefore )one_-le ty-sce-
ond Cherokee, although it ,_ha':-_;' heen eor. !
roneously stated many times tetnEpre-,
portion of Inclian blood in them '.'.4.*,-.1
l'ﬁgh as one f-om'th and- onﬁ elg luh.
Practxcall 'a)l anDl'l“’ ‘1“{‘ 1)1‘*0 ".T!‘t: Qt\ on

1 'boa.:t 0[ an unuﬁual "mee~"1' PR & &
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father, Thomas Chiqholm. ‘ho diecd about

. Another national characier with whom
AMrs. Owen is connected was John Whar-
ton. who took a commanding part in the
Freunch and Indian war; and still another
of her ancestors was -John Dceanier, a
niissionary of note.

One of the intimate traits of the mem-
hers of the Owen family—a characteristic
which, by the way., has had much to do
withh their worldly siiccess—is their in-
domitable self-will. This conies through'
Mrs, Narcissa Owen and her ancestors.
“T'he Owens are courtesy itself in a so-
cial way, and none could e more con-:
siderate and obliging at suclh times, but
when it comes to Yyielding a point that'
seems in any sense an injustice, or will
work uncalled-for hardship,. the iron hand
is manifest beneath the silken glove.

There is an amusing story showing this

'in connection with a hit of family history

|
l

[
|

|

| Benijamin

an inch of his life if he didn’t go alon"

'[orc :.ulness ol characterv)ms ded her to
'ikeep up.- w1th the -pace of. the world and

twhich Mrs. Owen has preserved in her
* Memoirs,"” a book intended for family
use chiefly. It is . hook., by the way,

that sccems {0 compare favorably with
TTranklin's  ** autobiography,”
being keyed in much the same intimate
style, and although JMrs. Owen makes 110
pretense Lo professional writing, -she has
poured out her heart in a way. that will,
it would scem, make her book a classic
among American autobiographics.

A i‘rlend .urged that she ought to have
her sons ** go over it.”" Her fighting blood
was aroused. * What," she replied, firm-
Iy, **and have people say I sent my boyrs
to college Lo correct their mother's writ-
ings? No. the book must be printed as
it leaves my hand or not at all, mmerfec-

int o the (jonsg or no imperfections. When my sons
point always t‘3'| write books they can suit themselves, and

I will do the =ame as long as ].‘ln'e."
" When you meet Mrs. Owen you .stand-ini
the presence of a woman who has tasted
of the joys, excitements, and adventures
of true pioneer 1life. She likeg to Tecall
the yecars when, as a child, she rode her
ponies oveér the wide prairies and played
by the side of c¢lear strecams with fine!
white stones. '
‘* One glittering C‘hmsimas Eve, in 18495,

all white with moonlight on -t_he.new-
fallen ~ snow, the marauders attacked
Sister ‘Jane,” .may be the way she ' will

preface one of her stories of these days.
Or, in all. modesty, she may tell you how,
as a child, she saved. Eliza Evans: from
drowning, .or of another time, wlhen \a
man

the pass in the mountains against her, she;
turned on the human brute with her riding

whip and threatened. to Dbeat hnn withm

)

and mind his -own busmess.

But though much of her early life Was
passed' amid pioneer surroundings, Mrs.
Owen managed to obtain. a splendid edu-
c-a,tion. and among her acu.ompllshments
are portrait palutinh and: fine- needlework
that lahes prizes -at great cxpomtlons. I—Ier

e*plte the fac't /th'Lt :;‘i‘* % now m her

1t. wuuld. be hard }to_
b i-‘.‘; }‘.l'r.-:;,- -‘,'
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MRS, CARCIINE . GORE.
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- South Carolina.
| line'§

by

seriousg for

riding a wild horse tried- to _-hlock‘,

usceful
was_ taken. io hoer. that ht.“ s0n Thomas,_
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SENATOR, GORE.

G. v. BUuaiK. waAlNwIVE roent

find a woman haif her age who is bette:

peacefully and vhwor-i 1854, was a picturescue national ehardctor!posted on the world's progress or whe
wite had dealings with Thomas Jet‘fersonllakes a  livelier Interest in how tha
in behaif of the Cherokees, and One of jProgress is made.
Mrs. Owen's most treasured possessions— Mre. Owen’s family life has becn almosi
in fact, a family heirloom—is a largef ideal.in its deep and abiding interests
silver mecdal on which her father is de-| When she had been marricd eighteer
seribed by Jefferson as the last hereditaryj years her husband gave her a ring in
Cherokee war ohief. gseribed:  ° Fighteen yearg, and dearel

than ever.”

How NMrs. Gore Studied the Bible.

L.ike QAlr Owen, Mrs. Caroline Winge
Gore, the mother of Senator Thomas Pry-
or Gore of Oklahoma, has distinct recol-
lcetions of pioneer days. and especially
shre has vivid memories of how the pan-

=

[,

hers " wouvld scream o' nights '™ in the
woods of Alabama. Her father settled
early in that Siate. going there from

and his daughter Caro-
love of nature, which is so strong
to-day, was unguestionably =strengthened
her early life spent in the southern
wilderness., with the ~virgin forests and
clear brooks making their poetie appeals

10 her day after day aund month upon
1month, :

Another of Mrs. Gore's strong charac-
teristics is her piety. In lheor childheod

days every American family looked upon
the family Bible as the bulwark of life:
it had its open place in the family circle
and was read with never ending Interest
by father--and maother. :

- 1.ittle Caroline Wingo. as the good
honl\ was read by her parents, .used to
stand tiptoe on a stool beside the reader
and follow the big black letters with her
finger, line Dby line, slowly deciphering
the text. In this way shoe committed to

.memory many of the Bible's choicest pas-

sages, and to this day her stock of texts
is unfailing, and the wisdom witlh which
they are endowed has fortifled her in
many ai _hour of poignant and speech-
less grief.

Tven as a little girl, Mrs.
aquote withh great freedom from . Isaiah
and Danijel, the nrophets generally, the
Psalms and Proverbs. Her general read-
ing at. that time was also cexceedingly
one of her years, but it too,
has stood her in good stecad all through
her maturity.

Not. only -i'rom thc point: of view of a
hlc"hlv spiritual nature. but as one who
snw her friends suffer the loss of their
foved ones and their property. Mrs. Gore
knew personally of the awful desolation
caused throughout the sSouth by the civil
war. Ever since she has had a deep hor-
ror of war, and no nor_ld ~-famous advocate
of universal peace has ever longed more

Gore could

daevoully for, the day to da'r.\ n when.war

shall be no more, _ _
~In a real sense, Mra. Gore was not at
1l surprised when - her son. . Thomas
achieved the signal honor of a. seat .in
the. Senate from.ihe new State of. Okla-
honu Tao® her it was.the most natural
evolution in the world., .She had trained
him froem.childhood to- definite aims and
highh resolves, hind read to him hour by
hour alons thosze limes, and ha:l fostered
and ‘sustained in bolll him and his brother
Wllis - ihe ambiticn to lead manly and
Hwes. Therofore, wiren the news

at the comparaf iv ely_ -tender age of‘ thir-
tv-se\en. had  woun a place in tha most
aur;ust les mlﬂu"c bodv-uf ihe worm she

_was plew-od Lh 19 Lhe honor h;..cl er_n_e'.-t_'.ol
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Him—and ot one minute did she give to
wondering how it had come to him. She
Enew, if no one else did. b

On her father's side Mrs. Gore is Eng-
lish, and though there is more than ordi-
nary interest about the peculiar name,
Winga, the full details regarding its ori-
gin have never becr: traced.

On the maternal side, this Senate moth-
er is of the Hawkins family.: It-was in
memory of Joeshua Hawkins that the
Danghters of the Amnicrican FRevolution
Af the State of South Carolina - erected
an imposing monument. A Virgintan, he
was noted for his oratory. .and his pa-
triotism in Colonial days. Ide settled. in
Spartanburg. S. .. where his monument
stands. All the Hawkins stock known to
history has been mtellectual and ambl-
tious, and as a rule nas had ‘more than
ordinary oratorical talent. - From the
Eranch of the family of which Mrs. Gore
is a member have come vcollege Presi-
dents, preachers and well-known politi-
cal leaders. _

As Caroline Wingo, - Mrs. -
much of her childhood in her. ﬂ'randfa..her

Gore c=pent 1

 Hawkins's 'tibrar_\'. his large collectlon of'

books being the marvel df lns Iocahtv
| And it is undoubtedly from her that her

|Senat0r son has inherited the Hawkins

| These two
[ types

| cess to his mother.

'stock that has done so much for America.
lcould be found than
| Dick,
'Senator Charles Dick of Ohio.

l gifts for oratory and political leadership.

In much the same wayv that Senator
Gore  was reared.- by his.mother, so: the
mothers of Senator Albert J. Beveridge
of Indiana and Senator William Alden
Smith of JMichigan. brought them up.
Senatorial mothers are true
af American women wlhose will
power and shrewdness have been passed
on to their sons. _

Senator Beveridge concedes all his suc-
and in his 'letters
calls her Ay IDarling.” while Senator
Smith uddoubtedly must thank his mother
for the will power that never says die,
for the smile that winsg, and for the
perclqtome that carries one forward over |
obstacles that wear the_ ordinary m
out.

Her Own Housckeeper at Eighty=two.

No better
Ger:mman people,

representative - of the plain!
the sturdy middle-class

Alrs.
year-old motiher

Magdalena M.
of

I

t Thereafter.

s_e_t to work every Sunday o izarn &
verse olit. of the Bible for Sunday school.

| Mrs. Dick, who did. not know tery much:

English at that time: taught him his first
verse in German. A few heours later, when
Charlie returned home. he brought with
him an English Bible, a gift 10 Mrs. Dick
from her Dboy's Sunday school teacher.
wheéen teaching Charlie ‘his
weekly verse, Mrg. Dick used the two
Bibles side Dy side. She. first read the
verse in German and then compared it-
with the corresponding text in English.
In this way she taught herself Enghqh
which she speaks well to-day

Personally, Jrs. Dick is one of those
delightful souls grown old gracefuily. who
has the mother love shining in every- line
of her face. Besides the big ones . of the.
present. she has known many. of Ohio's|
most famous men of the past, and it
is with the sympathy and warmth of a

i friends

in her own home,

mother's heart that she teils her recol-
lections of McKinley, Garfield, and other
national leaders from the State of her
adoption. If her Akron neighbors and
do not affectionately call: -her
** Mother Dick ™' they have been missing
a fine chance to honar her and them-
selves all these latter years of her Iife.

Senator Flint’s Interesting Mother.

Senator Frank D. Flint of California is
another Senator who can boast that his

mother has lived 1o see him clothed in
a National toga. JMrs. A. L. Danskin—
f that is her name—lives in ILos Angelen

and divides her time
between her two boys. Frank and Montley,
each in his own way» a man who has
achieved a large measure of worldly suc-
cess. 8She is Jjustliy proud of her sons,
and with the Senator she discusses politics
witit all the acumen of a playver in the
game. and fraternal, club. baiking. and
business affairs with her son Jloniley.
Both sons are fond of quoting nri\'atei\"

the eighty-two-

-

Wurtemberg., a Haende]
father was a shoemaker,
hood she was grounded in all those do-
mestiec virtues for which the Germuns
are famous—virtues that she coniinues to
practice regularly despite her ycarvs.

For example. she persists in doing all
her own housework, and is proud of the
fact that time has not been able to rob
her of the power 1o Keep her {(hree-siory
and basement residence in Wasning
serupulousiy neat and tidy from
to garrvet, after the manner of the
ditional hausfrau.

IHow many wonien
Mrs. Dick's years wonld care to perform
a similar task day after day? =~ Yet, in:
addition to caring for her houss, this|
Senator's mother still finds time to takel
a lively interest in the work of tne Luth-]
eran Church which she attends. and she!
it always among the first to take part
in any plan that is put forth by the
church for the good of the ne cizhiborhicod !
ot the needy.

With a daughter, Alrs. Dick makes
\WWashington her home during the Winter
in order to be near her son. The rest of
the year she spends in —\]{l‘on. Ohio, where
she has lived for well nigh sixty years;
and on the anniversary of her fifticth

ar as a resident there her friends saw
to it that the day was fittingly celebrated.
There she was married when she was
twenty-five, and there her Senator -son:
was born In November of 1838,

God-fearing Mrs. Dick has been all | I
life, and when her Charlie, as sh
her distinguished son,

born in

eliar'
tra-

with one-third of;
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she calls |

was s®ix he was

. mag
tml'to serious books.

appearing Senate
ington in many a day.

warding off old age.

N

i some of their mother's wittz replies 1o

anlthelr questions and arguments, and each

takes a pardonable pride in her alertness
of mind, a characteristic which is familigr
to all her friends. . _

Mrs. Danskin is a New Englander byv
birth, with a vested right to membership:
in about all of the exclusive patriotic so-.
{ cicties of women through her descent from
aun old Colonial family whose men folk.

She was| were prominent in helping.to throw over;
herithe tea
and in child- |‘\Irs. Danskin has kept away from clubs

in Boston harbor: but thus fars
and club . life.

Iier interes:s are dw1ded ‘between the
world's progress and her library. As a’
college woman, she is intenscly aiive to’
the important social and political develop-~.
ments of the hour.

An insatiable reader of newspapers angd-
azines, shn alse finds time to devotas
For example. she hasy
recentiy been going over Congressman J.!
Warren NIKeifer’'s work on Shakespeare,s
and has followed it witit critical attene
tion. ) .

AMrs. Danshkin is just about the ) youngest
mether seen in Wash
It is inspirving to
hiear her declare that by Kkeeping herself
interested In the doings of other peoples
she is preserving her own vitality andg
Her theory certainly’
appearanca

squares with her . personal
and suiny dispesition.

The carly years 0of Mrs. Danskin's mar-
ried life were spent in San Francisco—
tue Senator’s father barely escaped. being
a ‘“Per—and, like the good dCalifornian
that sbe is, she is strong in her belief
that the far West will yvet lead the nation
in ideas and ideals. * There.” she saya,
* new blood, new ideas and new ideals gre
taking form. There a buoyant feeling pre-
vails that hits long since died in New
En'.z‘ ar:l. And it is this spirit that will
cventuaily make the far West the leader

\aricrue de'wartment': of human prog-

‘ut.

1Lorn righi. 1910. vy E. J. Edwards) .




