PASSING A GOOD JOKE ALONG THE WIRE

B someth!ng I’ve often won- |

OW .that’
N dered abonut,” sald the old commer-
' clal traveler. * Haw does 8 new
joke travel over the country so qulckly.
I've heard the explanation that it is we
commercial travelers who. sprea.d them.

But What isn't how it's. done; it doesn't

make’ any difference iIf we 'travel on a

through express. we frequently find that.i

a: brand new story weé heard in New York
has reached- San Fra.ncisco ahead of. us.”
¢ The expl&na.tion ‘is .simple - enough ”
said - the -old ' telegrapher. ‘It s!mply
means -that electrlclt.v fs faster than
steam, while you "were traveling ‘1o

'Frisco on the ratlroad, the Joke was trav-

eling theére on the telegraph wire.”

" Do you mean:to /say ‘that- thers". are
CRIDEW jokm and . the story. tollaws?" -

:peop]e BO - anxlous to - gpr

e, -h‘!ﬂ\

g%apmng- it to their frlends?"

*"No; no one goes to the expense—that’s
on the ‘telegraph company. You see, it's
this way: The operators at all the big
telegraph centres over -the country have
a speaking acgualntance with each other.
They call .each other by first names,
tllough the chances are that they haven't
the slightest idea. of .each other’'s” appear-
ance., Puring the night the wires are
often quiet. Now, suppose a message has
just ‘been 'sent from New York to Buf-
falo; for the time being: thers is nothing
more. to be dlspatched,.and no other oper-
ator is trying. to get the wire. "In this
case: the telegraph instrument In Buffalo

18- very apt, to click_ off, ‘Bay, Jini, I}

just heard 2 new. story. It'a a good une.,

‘t.ha.t they“win go tortha :axpéillﬁ ‘o;?fala--' - d““When Jhn at Buf.talo zetu Jack l.t
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Chicago or Pete at St. Louis on an idle
wire, the new story 1s passed alongz. And |
so In a single night a cracking good story!
may be passed from New York to San
F'ranclisco.

“* But I'm afraid that stories won‘'t cir-
culate now as quickly as they used to..
You see, the companies have wakened
up to the fact that many of their wires
are idle during the night, and so0 they
have instituted the * night letter ’ service—
telegraphing at night a fifty-word mes-
sage at the same price that dispatches a
ten-word message in the day. When the
public once begins to really use this night
letter service .there won't be near .so
many Jjokes.cracked over the telegraph |
wire as there used to be. And s0 {t looks

{as if we were golng to enter a period ha.v-

1ns f.a.r lesa hum.or tha.n betore. R S



