OU’D be surprised,” said the officer
in charge of the safe deposit vaults
connected with one of the largest

banking institutior. downtown to a
Tinges reporter, ‘““at the opportunity I
have to study human nature and certain
phases of character among our patrons
who :rent boxes. There is no mistake; it
is one of the finest places for this sort of
study, as the environment of heavy doors,
steel bars, time locks and all that, a room
where the individual keeps those valu-
ables he or she prizes most—bonds, stock,
Jewelry, and often cash—brings out some
things in their make-up that under ordi-
narv circumstances would rarely come
to the surface.

“In these vaults we have nearly 1,000
boxes, and never during all my experi-
ence—I've been here scome vears, too—have
I known two persons who are ex_actly_
alike as regards the manner in which they |
act when visiting their boxes, either for
the purpose of putting in valuables, tak-,‘
ing some out, or just come for the fun of
looking over what they have stored away.,

‘“ Why, some of them get so nervous
when they enter the big vault that they
can hardly place the key in the lock of
their box, und remain nervous, too, until
they see their valuable are intact. Others
when returning their box to its space will
pull it out several times before locking it,
-as {f greatly regretting the témporary’
»parting with their possessions. Some will
take their box and tip-toe to and from
‘the hooth as if they thought some one on

J

and actually'had something of worth and

mecessitating the use of a strong box.

I ¥ During the panic of 1907,” he con-

) tinued ‘“a man prominent in the New

iYork business world—you'd know him,

| éoo if I were to mention his name—came
ere and rented a box. TUnquestionably

he ha.d others elsewhere, but he took one
I

here just the same, and among. the things
he put in,it :was- a'package of new-crisp

k: bills_there .was probably $30,000.
;@’ “dont ,kmw-nor care, for that mat-

the -street might know they were there, |

-
b
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I Queer Traits of Chara_cter Shown by Owners of

HUMAN NATURE AS SEEN- “IN ‘A SAFE. DEPOSIT VAULT

?ca.n't be! No one has been in the box but‘

Boxes That Furnish an Odd Series of Stories.

ter—what people place in their boxes.
It’'s not my business to know; but this
particular man did not hesitate to’ let me
understand Jjust what was in his. 1In
fact, I rather think he wanted me tO

Itnow that he had money In it,;for it sub-§

sequently. developed that he felt there
would ¢ome a time during the panic when
ready cash would be mighty hard to get
and he was taking time by the forelock,
as it were. .

“ Well, he would come in very often—
about once a week-get out his box and
place it before him on my desk Instead of
going to one of the booths as most people
do.

——

‘“ Then he’d take out the bills and. count |
them over a couple of times, a smile on|

his face during  all of the procedure.
When finished. he would return the box
to its little. space;
locking the door would pull out the box|
about three times,’ lift the 1lig, gaze fondly
at the stack of bills, and then gently,
even lovingly, pet them.

“Can ycu beat that? Pet them! He
was absoliutely oblivious ofmy presence,
it seemed. Even after he had locked the
box and -was going through the big door
he would look oyver his shoulder toward
the location of his possessions.

“No, indeed, he wasn't the only one
whp resorted to .a deposit box in -thase
days. In fact, during the three months
from November, 1907, to the end of Jan-
uary, 1908, . I reckon I- rented over .fifty
boxes to different people, and I'm morally
cel:ta.in that most ‘of them. were used- to
hoId cash The -majority of those [fifty
gave.up their‘boxes after the trouble wag
all over—that is what caused me to have
that; opinion _

“Yes I suppose those littie things in..
there."_ he added pointinz to :row upon
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F millions of securities, and I shouldn’'t be

but before actually |
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row of shining brass boxés, “contain many

surprised if they "held a number of joys
and sorrows, too, for that matter, of
which the world may never knoxw.

“One of our customers rents a box, in
which he keeps just one thing. It is a
daguerreotype of his mother.

"I—Ie comes in here pretty regularly,
takes out his box, sits over yonder in that
chair -and just looks at that picture. He
is & man about my own age, and I didn't
think he’d feel offended, so, at his third
visit, T said to him:. “That looks like ' an
nld-fashioned daguerreotype—-the kind we
.used to have when I was a boy.’

It is,” he responded ‘a_picture of my
mother—she's dead now. Would you like
to. see it?

° “He' handed‘ it to me. It was the plc-
.ture of one of the swéetest and quaintest
looking women, I have ever seen, and
dressed in the- style of half a century ago.

- *The man seemed pleased to think that
I wanted to look at it, and éven now, at
-each visit he makes, and after he has si-
‘lently gazed at it for some minutes—often
I fancy I -see tears in his ¢yes—he hands
it over to me Without sa}lng a word..
‘Finished"’ Ire asks a few mounents_later,
and then takes it gently Mn his, hand,

places it in his-tin box, locks "it 'and de-
parts.” No, I don t know anything about
-the man personally, but the touch of sen-
timent is the prettiest I have known.

e Certain evidences . -of economy on the
_part -Of Wealthy ,men ,who rent, boxes.
'might surprise you,, too. Why. I've known
‘some’:-to..rent a. five-dollar« ¥ox,- ‘then
-change to a .ten,. then to a fifteen,. and as
:they disposed of their seourlties’ go. back

a——

“This by men of .wealth, mind -you!
 And, furthermore, I've seen some of them
fuss for a long time sorting and resort-
ing their papers and: securities so ‘they
would -not have to get a larger box.

‘I suppose this 1s real economy, but it
appears strange' to think that men who
handle hundreds of thousands a - year
would do that sort of thing: It's another
phase of character, though, I Suppose.

‘** Oh, yes, 'we have a good many women
who rent boxes, and we like to have them,
too, although we are a bit more particu-
lar as to their references, for the simple
reason the gentler sex as a rule i{s con-
trolled by emotions, and it is hard some-

'times to make them understand or ap-

preciate conditions.” We had -a fair ex-
ample of that here not so very long-ago.
1’11 tell you about'it.

'ish- woman by the name of-—well, never
mind ‘her name. It's enough to know-that
she had made a big fortune in the sale‘
ol celery. : S
"‘No you wouldn’t think, to look at
‘her, that she had a lot of money and dia-
monds, but she has, just the same. She
came here well recommended and rented
‘a box. Among the things she put In it
was'a number of diamonds and she teld
me at the time they were 10 -g0 -to’ her
niece when she became of -age. :

“ Some weeks later she came In again
and wanted to look at the box. I put-in
my pass key, which as you know only
half opens the loqk and - necessitates “the
box owner finishing the turn with his.or
‘her own key. ' She put.in-her key, turned
it around, pulled out- the box, lifted the
1a, and uttered a: scream :

I e «/The- diamonds ‘are: gone' * she cried

to: a, ten orea.~five. just 10" sSave : the few
dolla.ra. s
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“ Down' in Vesay Street. there is a:Jew- |
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yourself—no one could get in!"*

* « But they are not there,” she waliled,
‘and - my nephaw Davy saw me put them
{n—-Davy saw me!’ :

“* She was getting more exclted every
minute. so I told her to lock the box and
send for Davy. Then I reported the mat-
ter to the Precident. . .
» 4 We walted for Davy. He came along
after a while and the box was reopened.
DavyHut his hand in it and drew out the
diamonds.

** The celery woman made a motion to]
hug me, but I dodged. She hadn’t seen
the diamonds the moment she opened the
box first and jumped at the conclusion
they weres gone. It was a fair example
of the emotional makeup of some women.”

** By the way,” asked the reporter,
**how can you tell that theé ‘thdividual
who comes In here, say once & year, and
has forgotten his box .number, but has
his key, is entitled to enter the box the
key calls for?*

‘* That's where our character study
comes in,”* was the answer. It the
mian comes here but once a yvear I may
possibly have forgotten his name, of
.course, and people, a8 a rule, do not like{
to be forgoiten.

‘**Oh, yes, 1 can generally get him to
talk, and if he hasn’t told me his name
I generally Bet it before putting my pass
key in the 'lock, and I get it in such a
way as not to offend the man or woman,
as the.case may be. Of course, if I am
still in doubt we carry the signat.ure ot
every boxholder, and I could .call upon
the man or woman to write his name
and make the comparison, but as yet 1
have never had to resort to this.

“ No, you who are out in the’ bustle and
hustle of the street each and every ‘day
might not_think this is- lnteresting worlks,
but it is, Just the same, and when I said
it is a great place-to study the unusual
characteristics of some" people I meant
just what I said. I've only-given- you

few exaxi}ples of. them-—there are many
more." - | ) : .
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