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R Typical Crippled Beggar.
.:- / ) I
It wor'll give ma yoor sttenton,
Eome facts to you I'll mention,
About the ** bums ** convention,
K That was held at Alontreal,
L CHORUSQ N
They were hikng through the tunneis,
Holding onto thoa funnals,
Rding on the gunwales,
On the way to Montreal.
’ - —Beggars' Song.

T first annual report of the Na-
tionanl Association for the Preven-
tion-of Mendicancy and Charitable

. _ Imposture, published a few daays
mgo, has thrust the art and science of
pegging into the limelight as it has not
$een in years. It has also brought promi-
pfntly before the public James Xorbes,
ths director of that organization, who
¥nows more about the beggar than most
bezgurs know about themselves. Besides,
s knows personelly & majority of the
hotorlons beggares of the country and
they know him, end give him ‘‘ the road
svhensver there is a chance of a meet-
ing.

Mr. Forbes knows thelr language, oI
pather, thelr * slanguage,” for it hardly
pmounts to more, and few but profession-
gls can nnderstand what they are talking
mbout. He knows their ways and their
ericlks, anrd the police for 100 miles around
this city send for him for help when they
yun in & beggar they suspect to be an old-
fimer,

Trnlike il Guul, beggaras are divided dy
Af» Forbes into only two classes—the
aristocrat end the plebean. The tramp
beggar attacks the “ Jungle,” his own
lenguaga for almost every: place in this
country, escept New TYork, Chicago, and
gan Franclsco. Again, to use his tongue,
his chief occupation ia * battering p::i-
xates,” that is, going from house to hotuse
gsking for food, drink, and money. But
~-hen it comes to the gristocratic beggar
rno” manor lord ever looked down upon
his humblest tenant, according to Mr.
Yorbes, with greater disdain than the
o purler ” or * huskle,” as he calls bim-
g212, does upon the ‘ mush falkirs.™

Eo*h are looking for °‘ hand-outs,” 1t
¢ true, but of g very dJ4ifferent kind;
end they work different routes. No self-
sespectinag ** vurlev,”” who speaks for
himself a8 one of the “ good people,”’
would ever permit himself to be found
¢n a ‘* poultice route.’”” Now, & “ poul-
t ce route,” as some far-seeing ones may
have suspected, is a Jong row of village or
country houses,
expect nothing more substanrtial “than
milk and brezd. The man who would
ra satisfted with, or even take bread
and milk, 1s & ‘“ nush faker.”

One of the * good people,” & * burley,”
wanis a “set down.” That ls, he in-
gists on being taken into the house, in-

‘vited to a seat at a table and have put

before nim meat in plenty, bhread, vege-
tables, and, above all, pie. JAIr. Forbes
gayvs the * burley” has yet to be found
wvho hasn’'t a °‘ sweet tooth® and does
not insist on winding up a square meal
~vith pte. He calls the route on which
ple and meat are to ‘be found the ** star
route,’”” and he passes the word along to

his pals when such 2 joy lane is fou?'id.
The * burley ™ =2lso inslsts on having

kis beer. DBut as he cannot get this at
the farm or town houses he resorts to
.a *‘main stem ™ for it, the * main
gtem ** being no other than the principal
gtreet of any clty he happeuns to be In.
¥fe asks for money on any excuse what-
pver, carfare, or any other tale which he

_thinks wiil reach the citizen’s pocket.

“Wwhen on the road the ‘' huskies’” live
in small tents or shanties on the outskirts
pf o town. YWhen they &re through
¥ plinging able-bodied on the main stem ™
~that is. collecting all the money they
ban get from prosperous-looking citizens
}they meet for a jolly carousal at the
phanty.

Even beggars make mistakes, and gome-
Hmes a haughty ‘‘ burley ”’ finds himself
pn a * poultice route,”” when * the leddy **
gives him a ‘" hand-out” of bread, with
poesibly a glass of milk. He will probably
frown upon ber and get as ugly as he
thinks he dare. He will probably throw
the bread down in the front yard. Or, if
he gets a sandwich he will more than
likely extract the meat and throw the
bread on the doorstep if no men seem taQ.
be about the house.
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'This Fellow Has Mado 2 Portune Pogs
ing as a Foreign Nobleman,

-

From the &uys ' of *"PMDy Pop™ and
“ Fria Grip.” salf to dHs the ¢two original
American * burley * beggars, who flour-
ished back in the early soventies, down
to the present time, when, 1t jp estimateq,
there are no less than 500,000 beggars,
‘“*burleys ™ angd °‘‘locals,’”” In this country,
boys, or ** gunsels,” have played g large
part In contributing to thelr support. Neo
well-regulated and properly conducted
beggar camp is lacking in boys who have
ran away from homes in c¢ity and coun-
try to * fight Indiens” or win fame and
fortune in the West,

These boys get to the end of their slen-
der flnances and resortto the camps for
food. They are welcomed, but ocutwardly
frowned upon, and, after belng taught
begging storles, if they don't already
know a lot of them, are sent out to collect
money for beer. The huskles know
“plinging ** will be far easler for the
boys than for them, and so the boys have
come to be regarded as elmost indispen-
sable to the profession,

Each decade since begging in the Unit-
ed States became a popular calling has

ception. There have been Ingenious va-
riations, but not very many different
schemas, as many think, 0Old@ * Philly
Pop ” himself’ invented the °* lye bug.”
He was sh Philadelphia veteran of the
civil war anyway, and when he found
thaet he could- produce an ugly scar on
his body by a lye burn which he could
pass sometimes for an honorable wound
received in the service of his country and
at others as the result of 2 railway acci-
dent which incapacitated him for ,worik,
he thought himself fixed for 1life. He
mads an excellent living for many years,
and passéd the secret on to * Erie Crip '’
and others until the game spread all over
the country and was wworked to death,

} Mr. Forbes says there is hardly an old
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A Special “Slangﬁa:ge”---' Use
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One of the Most Successful Begging
Letter Writers,

beggar fn this country who heas sver 'had?

the distinction of being a *bDurley™’
whose uprolled left sleeve does not ro-
veal & séries of lye-burn scars. In a short

_ + while, when * plnging * on that plan be-
been productive of its own form of de-!

came unfruitful, a variation came in the
production of scars and blisters by the
application of cantharis, or blister beeatle,

When this game got o0ld and fajled to
worlz some Iingenious *‘* husky ' Invented
the * throw-out,”” which was popular for
many years, and IS yet to-be met some-~
times. In this the- * burley ' drops his

left arm and hand out of joint and drags’

hig left foot a8 {f suffering rfrom a severs
form of paralysis. The slmulation was
well-nigh perfect, and it was a long time
before the people discovered the decep-
tion, Some of the old-timers got so ex-
pert’ that though they have  been taken

'to Bellevue Fospital and psubjected to

s8tiff electric currents to ¢‘ shake them
out,”” have heen abls to 1le c<rippled
through it all,
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_yerrs ago, and is still at the height
of its- popularity. 2
most difficult form of -deception to catch
up with, according to Mr. Forbes. It con-
gists simply in the * burley’s® determdi-
nation not to speak and not to seem to
hear., All the king’'s pinchers could not
get a word. out, of some of the * husklas,”
and the police have had the greatest Adif-
ficulty in proving that & man working the
~ Jummy racket'’ 1z not the afflicted be-
ing he poses to be,
Sometimes when a man caught work-
ing the game s known to bs a faker,

A Bogus Collector for CRarlty.
the poloe put Mmthmngh & mperies of
Jjumps which test his nerve to the utmost
and asually -enables him to find his voice.

Not Jong ego Mr. Forbes was oalled

ed 1T the Nevv Fraternity -.an'd the Old
Threadbare Wiles Are Displaced These Days.by

Ingenious Trickery to Get Alms.

: & The * dummy racket”™ came In &b
1

It has been by far the

.

‘This Man . Poses as a Minister in
Hard Luck,

over to Huodoken o 1dantify & beggar of
the ™ Aummy racket? class suspected of
being Charles Seaman, -who has a bass
volce and two ears of which a Sherlock
Holmes might well be proud.

*“ That's Seaman all right,”” sald Mr.
Torbes as soon as he saw the man. * He
{s In fact an excellent talker when he
wants to be.”

It was decided to try a bluf?f on him.
L‘.t’lm police gathered about him, and after

Ia loudly spoken conference decided +to

take him to St. Mary's Hospital, where
the Mavor Is at present, and get a doctor
to glve him ether. It was thought that
1f he could talk he would do so svhile un-
der the influence of the anaesthetic. He
was Informed of the plan on a pad ana
paper, and told that this was his last
chance, He wrote back that he was not
a faker, and that {f he wasg forced to take

the ether he would sue Hoboken for 3100,-
000 or morae. .
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This Is \the' Consumptive Type with a
* Sad Tale. In Reality He Is
a Healthy Specimen.

" AT, et o™ the nollce wrota back
erisply, and the man was carted to the
hoenital.

Dr. Arlitz. who is one of NMayor Gay-
nor’'s phycicians, was called In to glve
the ether. Seaman, after a hard fight,
was overpowered and stretched out on
the operating table. He had not uttered
g word, and the police and Dr. Arlitz also
heavy damages from the city.”

“* Quppose this man is really deaf and
dumb,” argued they, *“he might collect
heavy damag}es from the city?"”

““ tfle can talk as well as any of us,’”
tnsisted Mr. Forbes. I know it because
I have heard him.*

This convinced doctor and police, and
tire ether was administered. While under
fts influence Seaman said two or three

rords distincily, but when he came out,
not knowlng that he had done so, he
gignaled for pad and pencil and agaln
threatened dire calamities for the police,
the doctor, and the town. He was im-
mediately sent back to sleep. When he
came t0 g second time, he spoke up
cheerfully enough:

*“ Boyvs, you've got me. I glve It up.”

Seamanh had been * working™

BECGAR,

jite scenes of action.
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Pitty the-Biind Man.

1

?thfs and other large citles, put on a shoe
with a heel several inches high. Tho ef«

fect 13 to throw one hip almost out of
mace, produce a declded 1llmp, wWith a
small affectation. For effect a crutch is
dragged along, and’ in this get-up:collec~
tions are usually good. ’

Outgoing suburban trains are the favor-
The man for whom
the girl is working Is on the same tralin,
keeping a close watch ¢n the Tresult of
the dragnet for coin. The girl “ Iimps”
through the train glving out cards.
Here is one usad by Virginia Wiison,
who was recently trapped by the police
and relieved of her high heel:

Being crippled in such a manner -that X

am unable to earn my living by heard work,

I am trying to get enough money to learn

shorthand and tyepwriting =0 I can become

self-supporting. )

Please give what you tan. Yours truly,
VIRGINIA WILSON.

This was the reverse side of tha cardt
A CRIPPLED ORPHAN GIRL'S APPEADRL.

To school I went one morning,

On a bright Summer day.;

Not & dangerous thought 1n range,
Aht! littie did J-think, my friends,
An hour would make a change.

In an hour I was a cripple,

And when I laid down that night,
*Twas on an operating table,
Benesth a8 surgeon’s knife.

I suffered long in the hospital,

Got well—{t {s mystery how--—

And turned out in this busy world .
The way you sgee 1me now.
Price—Anything you wish to give.

Mr. Forhes says the highest ambition

on & of a * burley ” is to have 2 saloon in New

Lackawanna train, handing out cards tell- | York or San Francisco when he gets old, -

ing his tale, and later collecting Wwhatever
he could get.

Mr. Forbes was called on a short time
ago to see two beggars captured &t
Poughkeepsie. They turned out to be
‘“ Pekin Eddle*" and * Jersey Blacklie,”

- two notorious characters.

There are still plenty af red-blooded
** purlevs * who would *‘chuck’' their
jobs before resorting to the aid of °*° pet-
ticoats ** for thelr living, but the * pro-
fession ' as a general thing s some-
what d{egenerating. The ‘ high-heel
racket’ s yearly becoming more and
more popular. This consists of having
girls, picked up in the back rooms of

swwhere the heggaTr may '
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to which all of the young ’ burleys®
come when In town. There are several
saloons on the Bowery and other down-
town streets at present conducted by for-
mer ‘‘ huskles ' who do not care for the
general trade, but only such as speak the
‘“languaga’ of the tribe.” Next to keep-
ing a saloon a ‘* buriley ’* prefers being &
veggman.” It I3 considered a manly call-
ing, worthy of one who scorns ** paultice
route ”’ work. C

The ‘“ burleys ” have a music as well as
a language of their own. The first stanza
and the chorus of one of their most fa-
mous songs at the Montreal convention
has already been quoted. Another, the
** Tank Song,’’ runs like thig: -

Oh, we left Frisco a month ago.
Eastbound for Chicago.

The éleadshﬁt‘_'k (brakeman) 4liched un at &
urg -
The other side Of Fargo.
Sez he, ** And if you are a bum,
And not 8 mush or a chroniker {ons who goes
to jail or almshouso for thoe Winter,]
Just walk down 1o the water tank
And there put up your ‘moniker’ ' [namae].
Oh, I went down to the water tank-—- .
It was all marked up with chalk.
here wuz bums from every BStates
From Frisco to New York.

L

The kid-glove variety of beggar infests
the cities, Mr. Forbes finds. The most
intelligent and resourceful! hecome Jetter
writers .and make good money at it. Will-
fam Edgar Finlay is one of the most no-
torious of the letter -writers, posing at
various times as a distant connection of
all the well-known families of New Eng-

"land and the South.

The ‘* hochstabler' i3 the German and
east side beggar. The * black-hoods”
are the old women, closely hooded n
mourning veils, who &o about the streets
hoarding thou-
sands of penniea. One of these *‘* black-
hoods " who for years had been going to
St. Vincent's Fospital for breakfast
dropped her bag on the floor there somée
time ago, and abvout 870 in pennies and
small change rolled out on the floor.

Afary Duff. another celebrated ° black-
hood.” who spent most of her nights at
the Municipal Loedging Fouse, was found
t{o have about S7T.000 in bLills in her"giress.

“ Hunkies '* and ".Wops ' are respect-

i ively Hungarian and Italian beggars, AMr,
i Forbes savs Italiains don't become ** huske-

|

They don't beg, as a rule, unless
actually disabled. He recalls one., how-
ever, Lorenzo Marchionne. who was ¥s-
cently found to have $1,800 in cash in his
pockets. While one of the purposes of
AMr. Forbes’s organization is to prosecute
fraudulent beggars, its chlef aim, he de-
clares, 1s to prevent mendicancy, to aid
those llkely to become beggars in getting
honest employment, and thus make them
self-respecting, productive citizens, f{or,
sencrally sreaking., he says. once d bes-
gar always a beggar. "

ies.”




