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Teaching Children How to Take Care of the Teeth.

HE aay of the dental * parlor,*”
where everything from tooth pull-
ing to bridgework s advertised
at bargain rates, is on the wane.

This report was made recently, not by the

this type of pestilential practitioner, but
by drummers in dentists’ supplies. who
have hitherto found the * painless pal-
aces ' amongz their largest customers.
The protection of the publle from mal-
practice at the hands of the so-calied
unethical dentists is one of the most dif-
ficult of the problems which the mem-
bers in good standing of the nrofession
have to mect. The vielations of profes-
sional ngor‘uls may range anywhere from
swindling a =rrvant girl out or a few
hard-earned doilars to actunl rinlpractice

which may result in serious iliness and
even death.’

There are in the ity of New York a
certain numbar of the unlicensed prac-
titioners as vet either undetected or
against whom no lezal proof has been
found. The estimate ranges anvwhere

from o to 5009 depending on the person
¥ whom one anplies feor information.
Uprighit and honorahle dentisis practicing
in the poorer soctions of the c¢ityv. who
have to compete with their amnmethical
brethren, are ant to see the figure: loom-
ing large, wherenas those wihose husiness
it is to apprehend and prosecite the of-
fenders discount Jargely the prevalence
of the offense,

One thing., hawever, is cortain, Tn 1900,
233 complaints were reveived by the Law
Commitiee of the Néw York Siate Dental
Society. although conclusive evidence was
obtained in only twenty-one new cases,
aside from several old hands reappearing
in the trade. Concerning this state of af-
fairs, the counse] for the I.aw Commitiee
remarked that there is an uniortunate dif-
ference peitween moral certitude and legal
proof, but that of the races prosecuted
by the T.aw Commlitce since the passage
nf the laws regulating dentistry convic-
tions have been provured in 90 per cent.
of the actionz, an average high

ljc proszceniing atrtorn.y.

The ordinury ¢itizen wha imagines that
a dentist'=s «iggn neerssarily guarantees
that the owner js 4 graduate of dental
cogrses  fulfitling the Regents' require.
ments of Siate will he amazed to
learn that within the last {~w years sev-
cral barberz, a shoomaker, 1 patent medi-
cine mixer. a1 street musician, a plumber,
a janitor, a cleaner and dyer, a wheel-
wright., and a4 ve:erinarian have heen ar-
reste+d for essaying the forceps and the
drill without further training.

This list is preposterous ¢nough to be
funny if the resilis were not o0 frequent-
lv dizastrous. To arrest a man for filling
teeth with lead, as they dld some vears
ago in Brooklyvn, sounds Jike a éomlc
opera., but the reverse of the picture is
not ait all humorous. For instance, a
compounder of patent medicines at 1(w
Rivington Sireest, in atienipting to remosve
a tooth, broke two onthers, In 1898 a man
steppad  into a place at  Twenty-third
Sirea{ nand Scrond Avenuie to have a
iooth pulled anad died from loss of blood.
Patrolman Jiarob O1i of the West Forty-
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seventhh Street Precinet met his death
the same wax. More recently Robhecea
Kalish of 32 Goerck Street died as the

result of impr..per administration of gas,
and a2 woman of ALs-ille lost her voice
from the effects of a narcotic incorrcetly
used as a substitute for the nitrous oxide.
A Jivde girl named Ellen Kellv was
taken to u ‘" parlor ° in Grand Street to
have some teeth out and died as the re-
sult.

To turn {n the more Zrotesque.
gio Santa Lucia,”
residing at 15
dentistry  with

* Bog-
as he called himself,
rooimne Street, ombined
minstrelsy, Armed with

_ enouzh ; Since that time the general public opinijon
0o make the ¢veriasting fame of any pub- o
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a flute he made his rounds in the Ttalian

t'enct.nr_-nt districis,  attracting  patients
by his plainiive serenades, llaving made
tbis tribute to the aesthetic “Boggio Santa
Lucia™ got down to his real work., 1'n-
fortunately on one fatal May 7 the min-
strel-dentist was arrested for
a compatriol’'s jaszw
extraction.

A thoroughly typical case came up re-
cently. A carpenter of Norwalk, Conn.,
went to a local practitioner come months

breaking
in the course of an

ago to have something done for o tro:.lblr-;-i

some tooith. The dentist noted that 1t
was In bad shape and would need careful

— —

treatment, which would prohably cost S12.
‘The man said he would thinlk about it, and
took the next train down to New York.
Being a thrifty soul, S§12 for one tooth
seemed a trifle high, so, turning in at a
ilarge and flourishing dentist’'s sign, he
was delighted to find a man who would
fix him up for just half the sum.

The man returned to Norwulk with a
fine new gold crown. highly pleased with
his bargaln. Several weeks thereafter the
carpenter noticed that there was some-
thing wrong with his jaw. Finally, In
agony, he went to his own Jocal doctor,
who found him suffering from a bad ab-
scess, for which Re has had (0o be treated
ever slnca. The bargain doctor in New
capped the gold tooth without
treating it sufficlently, and the new gold
crown was hardiy better than ten-carat
queality, so that, even at cut rates, the
dentist had made a fine proflt.

The laws 0of the State of New York de-

signad to protect peopnle from this sort
of thing are stricter than those of many
other Srates. The requirements for a
licensed practitioner are thirty-six
gents® counts, equivalent to the regular
high scheool course, and after that three
yvears of dental training, or two of medi-
cine followed by two of dentistry., A man
wishing to practice In any town must
reglster himself with the Countvy Clerk.
Fines for neglect or evasion of these re-
quiremer.ts are provided, while the pros-
ecution of the matter 1s placed in ‘“he
hands of the L.aw Committes of the State
Association of Dentists,

At the time when the law was pasgsad,
back In the eclghties, 2 minority opinion
among the professionals, supported to n
large extent Ty public opinion., found it
ridiculous to deny a man the right to
rractice hecause he failed to qualify in
T.atin or mathematics. On the other hand,
the foremecest dontists insisted that thelr
profession should reguire as good a gen-
ernl and tecnnical training as that of
physicians, for correct dentistry was
enually imyporiant to good health and mal-
practice was frequently as disastrous.

has swung around to the advanced posi-
tion rather more thoroughly in a city the
size of New York than in some of the

. smaller up-State communities,

rrossibly the favorite swindle of the
anethical brethren is the crown game,
which was practiced on the Norwalk car-

penter. Within the last year a man was
convicted of this offense for the third
time

Re-

"the victim can afford to prosecute.
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several years ago when a woman got
$10,000 damages for malpractice resulting
In necrosis of the jaw. The plaintiff, who

was an actress, was 8 pitiable sight when
she appeared in court. One side of her

face was that of a pretty woman. while’

the other was badly distorted. Sev-
eral inches of jawbone had had to be re-
moved, the hospital surgeons testified. 1t
was obviously impossible for the young
woman to continue her stage career, and
on this ground the court awarded the
510,000.

Thoe unethical dentists at present may
be roughly divided into three groups, the
- first of which may be more technically
. than actually unethical. Because the New
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» village blacksmith is =sald to be frequently

 the sole representative of dental science.

Should the Russian emigrate to this
country, however, he immediately finds
out that dentistry here is a remunerative
occupation and his Russian diploma looks
sufficiently impressive to those of his
patients who know enough to aslt for
one. It is a matter of fact that one man
was found practicing with a veterinary
certificate boldly affixed to his wall, his
clients failing to notice the slight 4if-
ference in sheepskins.

Sometinmies among the forelgners there
is no pretense whatsoever to learning.
A cleaner and dyer In Delancey Street

'was found doing dentistry as a side line,
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{ that this sort of employment has little

to offer the conmpetent or ambitious.
It 1s generally by way of the dentists’

mechanies that the unlicensed work be-

gins. It is perfectly leglitimate for dent-

ists to have in their offices mechanics to

attend to the business of making teeth and!

plates. Now, a bright young man, after
working around the office for some time,
picks up the rudiments of the craft, and
the chances are that before long his ser-
vices will be enlisted either by his em-
ployer or that he will be opening a place
on his own account.

Men in no wise connected with the
science of dentistry start offices purely
as a commercial venture, and until re-
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‘““ The pathetic part of the sltuation,”
said an uptown dentist working iIn a
better class tenement neighborhood, *is
that most of the victims are either too
Epoor or too ignorant to obtain legal re-
dress. Among the poorer people a tooth
. {s generally pretty far gone beforo any
!'attentlon is paid to it, so that the only
' recourse would be capping. Crowning
‘tself is comparatively simple; any one
l with a little skill or practice can learn to
'clap on a crown. The real test of skili,
however, s in treating and curing the
t tooth properly before the crown is put on,
and this is the part usually omitied in the
. dental parlors."

With the alr shut out by the crown it
may be weeks, months, or even a vear
before the results are perceived, and then
it is unlikely that a servant girl or a
newly arrived Iimmigrant connects the
rain in the jaw with the perfectly good-
looking crown. There is legal redress if
The
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Tooth Brush Drill in a Children’s School.

York State laws require more of a gen-
eral education preceding the dental studies
than is demanded elsewhere, some per-
fectly reputable graduates of schools out-
side the State find themselves unabje to
meet the Regents' requirements. While it
{s of course illegal for a man in that po-
sition to practice in this city, still some
of the men under this heading are good
and capable dentists even if they can’t
pass in German or algebra.

Next comes tho foreign offenders, a
large group, working chiefly among their
own countrymen and consequently not
easily to be detected. Tn Russia students
and professionsals are aillowed greater free-
dom in their comings and goings than the
ordinary mortal, so that many young mern
and women avall themselves of this op-
portunity, although they may not intend
to follow the profession in after life.

The dentistry course Js the easiest In
this direction. Opportunity to spractice,
though, is rather meagre, for in the coun-

Ehe New YJork imes
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tract the women ofthe neighborhood. In
addition to his other duties a Janitor In
Suffolk street obliged his neighbors in
the matter of tooth-puning., while one
lcase on record is that of a wheelwright
"whn made ‘tdentistry lhiis avocation.”
But while the unlicensed and unregis-
tered foreigners freguentiv do individual
harm they seldom descend to anything
‘NMKke the wholesale bungliing and swinde-
ling perpetrated by some of the large
“*parlore.” U'nder the laws a man who
hasn’t the slightest knowledge of the pro-
fession can open a parleor providing ha
hires duly licens2d assistants. Sometines
he does. and in this case the men will he
either young graduates {ryving to save
enough money {o set up in business thems-
P selves, or older men, who for some reason
or other have not made a success of their
; practicing.  The hours are long, many
[times including night work. and the pay
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while a Russian woman ran an offlr‘.el
with a day nursery attachment to at-|
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The Day of the Bargain Dental Parlor Where
Patients Were Maltreated and o
Fleeced Is Passing. S
most noted case of thls Kkind occurred try regions of that land of distress the sometimes runs as low as $20 a week., so | cently these have been veriiable gllver:

mines. Sometimes one man owns a string’
of them. This came out rather amusingly
in court, when a man sued to recover
money deposited for some bridge waqrk.
The bargain had been made for $60,5of
which $40 was to be pald in advince.
When the bridge came it wouldn't
fit, so that the man returned It in{
disgust, and counting his $40 as losi,
went elsewhere. He chose another placa
at random,. and the same preliminagies
were gone through—so much for ,-.,‘l:h'_.a‘
work and so much to be deposited. When-
the second bridge came, lo and behold!
it was the same old one that the iman
had had before. Then the victim saw that
he had been swindled, and it came out in -
court that the same person owned the two
establishments. S
A clear proof of the prosperity of these’
places has becn the cheerfulness ‘withy,
which the old offenders- have pald ree.
tcated flnes 'of $3G0 or 3300, only to open

"aga.in in another location or-'under an-

}

. was married In 1897,
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other name. Here is the lhistory of one,
of the mnotorious practitioners: “S. R.™®
; pretending to hisg
bride .that he was both a doctor and &
dentist, but was convicted shortly afters
ward of practicing medicine unlawfully,
for which he served sixty days. In 1808
he was convicted of bigamy, and when
released sct up shop as a dentist under
an alias. For this he was caught and
fined fn 1901. In 1006 a dentist by the
rame of Alfred Smith was prosecuted
for illegal practice and bigamy. During
the trial he was identified as the originng
“g R.,” and is now supposed to be
cerving out his second sentence for
bigamy.

WWhen, during the eightjes, the present
law regulating dentistry was passed,
the execution was put into the hands
of the Law Committee of the Den:\-
tal Society of the State, of which Dr.
\William Carr of New York has been for,
many vears the Chalrman. Dentistry
teing so much newer .,a- science thwny
medicine the association was far from
being either as powertful or as wealthy
qe the medical bodies of the same stande
ing, so that Dr. Carr is known frequently
to have ailded the work of the Law Come
mittee out orf his own means.

When it comes to the actual methods of
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The Women Have Invaded the Dental Field with Excellent Resqlf’é;.'f‘:,

“detection and conviction, the prime re-
" quisite is like the old receipt for pigéen
,p(t:-pie, ** First, catch your bird.” -=-Dyf-*
 ferent persons have been employed. <a8
ctives, so that they will not be knommn,
sometimes amateur sleuths _have
"done the work. 3
C Some years 2go o a poor woman éﬁi{la
to DDr. Carr and asked where she could
have her teeth pulled. shhece she had- no
money tg pay for the operation. At that
time the protfessional detectives -had
handed in a list of five suspects, but as
the committee never prosecutes on th8
uncorroborated statements of professional
detectives, more evidence was necessarys
The poor woman had eight teeth to be
removed, so r. Carr suggested a scheine
by which =he could make a little out of
her necessity, He handed her the nameg
of the five suspects, and offered her .8}
apicce for each tooth offered on _the altar

| detc
band

and 31 for each arrest following., In thie
way flve offerniders werc,caught.
The rule of the committee, never 1O

prosccute on the detective’s word aloney
has someoetimes been criticised by thos9
who object to the delay necessary in gete
ting further witnesses, but the counse}l
retained by the conuunittee attributes the
a0 per cent, of convictions largely to this
principte.

There Lave been dental departments
established at four dispensaries in Mans
hattan. At the Vanderbilt, plain pullings
can be had for 10 cents apiece., extracs
tions with gas at 25 cents, while fillinegs
range from 25 ceuts to 81, depending on
the size of the cavity and the materiaf
withh which it is to be filled.

T"urther uptown .is the Free Dental
Clinle for Children in Dast 12ist Street.
There are also three cllnics maintained
by the Children’'s Algd Society in their
schools in Sullivan, Worth, and Vest
Fifty-third Streets. These are cutirely
free, but are tor the use 9f chihiren.
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