THE MYSTERY OF THE MARIE CELESTE

A Sohjtion Offered Nearly Forty Years After the Ship Was
Found Crewless Under Full Sail.

AONG ail the tales of the sea,
fact or fictlon,
Alarie Celeste remains unique. The

maln facts of the case, often repeated,

without reaching a satisfactory solution.

‘it will be recalled that the ship was
found off the Azores in 1872 deserted by
ell her crew and apparently in perfect
condition. All that is known of this batf-
Miing case may be quickly told.

She had salled from New York on Nov.
7. commanded by Capt. Benjamin 8.
Briggs. The Captaln’s wife and one small
¢hild were aboard.

The ship carried a cargo of petroleum,
and this was found to be intact when the
deserted brig was boarded. She was only
twentv-elght days out of New York when
discovered, indicating that her voyage
across the Atlantic nhad been prosperous.

T"he obvious theory that the ship had
heen deserted in 8 storm would not seem
tenable because the rigging did not indi-
cate rough weather, and everything about
the boat was found to be remarkably ship-
s'hape. In the cabin a sewing machine,
used by the Captaln's wife, was found |
with a piece ot sewing still held bencath

the needle.
The toyvs wiich the Captain’s child had

heen playing with were scattered about
the floor. The Captain’s gold watch hung
heside the cabin clock.

ITad there been mutiny the appearance
off the cabin would have been different.

A careful examination of the vessel failed : freely to all on board.
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to reveal any blood stains or signs of v10-!
lence of zny EKind, so that the theory of| the loss to the authorities.

pirates could not be sustained.

Although the early historv of the
Marle .Ccleste
lished and discussed
ter of her remarkable history,
no less dramatic, is almost unknown.

the second chap-
which is

On | running down bhis clues,

: several

¢CaAsSC Was =0 rare as to
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Although the

under very trying circumstiances, donned
a diving outfit, and explored the wreck
himeself, and secured valuable svidence by
interviewing natives and loncal officlals in
this remote sectlon who had been In any
way connected <with the c¢rime. From
tnese investigations NMr. Putman prepared
his case, returned to New York, and start-
ed a sedrch for the original crew, then
widely scattered. Through
erforts the Captaln and crew were final-
ly rounded up and tried.

It was a clear case of barratry, as de-
veloped in the trlal. The Marie Celeste
had been loaded with a remarkable va-
1iety of worthless stores. There were
many barrels of fish spolled long past
eating. 'There were cages of wine which
had heen long discarded,

The ship was piled up on a reef some

distance off shore on a perfectly cleari

day, with the sca unusually ecalm. It was
shown In court that the mate, who was
at the wheel, reported to the Captain
times that they were off their
course. The Captain toild him to obey
orders and lkeep quiet.

When the ship finally struck the Cap-
tain ordered the crew to cut away the
mast, to lend dramatic effect to the ship-
wreck story, while grog was handed out
Thereupon the
crew quiclly rowed ashore and reported

The scene of the shipwreck was well
chosen. It was extremely remote, and ne-

has been so widely pub- | cessitated a journey by horseback of sev-

eral days from the mnearest port.
Putman made the (irip,

Mr.
ncevertheless, in
and by very

a subsequent trip the ship was dehberate_lsldllful detective as well as legal work

iy loaded with a variey of shoddy mer-
chandise, billed at exaggerated prices, and
dehberat.c-?y run ashore and wrecked 1in
the Caribbean Sea in order to collect the
ingurance.

This remarkable sea mystery was dis-
covered aud proved in court by Arthur
N. . Putman, a New York Appraiser, who
18 a, veritable Sherlock ¥Holmes in ferret-
ing_out £ea mysteries. Mr. Putman con-
celved his sus,picions from some letters

|

perfected his case. In the end the jury
disagreed because one man could not see
his way to imbposing the death sentence
upon the Captain.

AsS to the original mystery of the Marle
Celeste, no one s perhaps better pre-
pared than Mr. Putman, from his long
experience and ingenuity in seafaring
matters, to draw conclusions from this
very baffling evidence,

He discards the theory of mutiny, pi-
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. and small explosions from the hold.
indefatigable

rates, or storm. He Iayvs epecial stress
 upon the fact that n single boat was
fmissln,c: from thio deserted boat, and this
was one which the Captain and crew
would probably have used in abaudoning
the boat. Mr. Putman has discovered
that the rope of this boat was cut, not
Indicating that when the boat
was abandoned it was done wlith the
greatest possible haste,

* Still another bit of evidence generally

' overlooked is that the log of the ship

several times reports ominous rumblings
Mr.
Putman considers the testimonsy complete.

He concludes that the crew had been
terrified by a secries of small explosions
in the petroleum cargo. Such a cargo
naturally gives off explosive gas, and

such rumbllngs and explosions are not
uncommon. This terror is Indicated in
the entries in the ship’s log.

It 1s supposed that one day, probably in
good weather, there was an especially
violent explosion. A sailor may have
gone below with a light or a burning
cigar and set off the accumulated fumes.
This explosion was violent enough to
blow off the covering of thie hatch, which-
was found it an unusual position.
So great was the terror of the Cap-
tajin and his crew that thecy at once
piled into the lifeboat, cut the rope
and put to sca




