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‘\IERTCA was born 0;3. The charrn
of the early a:nerican colonists
‘lay in the fact that although thay
had lived laborious lves as plon-
eerg in a savage country, they had Kept
their birthright as heirs of well-develop2d
civilizations.

The inventory of the property belonging
tc the great great zrandfather of John

:Adarns showed that there had been &

gilver spoon in the family four ‘genera-:
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tions back: and Lafavette.and de

with their exacting standard of manrnesrs,

tne standard of the old nobiiity of Ti ance, |

testified that tney never met-iruer sentie-

'men than their hosts in the New i..hg-:lr"(..{
| nim In protest ¢

* most comfortable and dear possession.

viilages.
The same charm zttaches to the early

colonial homes. As soon as the battle
<ith the wilderness was OVeErcome, and
‘for that matter much earlier, while savage
neighbors and rough toll and pestilence
‘weres still a familiar part of the commaol
life, the urbanities and luxurles of the
countries from which the settlers drew
began to find place in thelr simple houses.
Much of the househoid furniture that was
brought over was of good quallty, . ai-
though, under the existing’ condltioqe,
there could be few.pleces. for each set ttler.

Very early in the history of Boston, the
\bueinees of & silversmith was accounte:l
+ g prosperous one, and John Burt, who
dled in 1745, left a property inventoried

gt over £30,000, 2 huge sum for the time.

Tt is obvious, therefore, that the present
recrudescence of enthusiasm Ior colonial

relics end American ‘' antiques”

ous kinds leads us toward no barbarous
fumbilings after beauty.
Perhaps we cannot.

etyles or cruds
of form and color.
be said 10 have grown toward crudity i
our Iideals, but certainly
liocme has
belonging
desire to

to its meilow vouth, and the
restore 10 it s little of the at-
of culture and intlmacy belong-

mosphere
ing to a time when the home was the
centre of social existence deserves to be
turthered.

“ The Lure
YWalter

An excellent little book on
of the Antigque,”” wriitten Dby
Dyver and published by the Century
ra will go far toward stimulating the'
interest of the moderately !nitiated lover
of &ld thirgs, and at the same time will
prowvide him. with many
formaiion as c;.,__e ua”d__ aga.in‘zt error and
Traud.- . .

The &.11[1.0; w rm_e in an admirable =plrit,
with moderation, knowledge, and-—-vhat 1s
most essential of all—good taste. Mak
vour aniique 1areiture a Imeyans,
ennd.” he says ** There 1is
beauty 1 1t w‘ en it iz chosen with gond
{a=ie and good judgment, which the de.-
ole can never adequately express nor
itho Philistine ever undersiand. It is ue-
girable only when it is real, when it is
bent niiifual, ‘Then it is ﬂood for something,
when it meén 1ing something.
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it is good, it is very. very good, and when
it is bad, it is horrid.”” The old nursery
1h~me has seldom been more truthfuliy
z1:piiecd, and the fact that the quest for
antiques iz becoming more and more &a
Gguiegt  for  examples characterized by |
beaurty of design and material is one

favorable auguries for per-
ponular interest in this

of the most
rmanence of
field.
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The furniture usged by our fore‘:athers’—-,
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Two Superb Sugan Bowis in the. Collection of Charles R, W’ateru, Made
from Qpanlsh Doubloons. _

L

wesi';rieedeci then two drawere, and three=l

until. gradualls' the hzghboy appeared wifh
its accompanymg lowboy, with elaboratea
ly . turned and carved - iegs, the whole
aspeet of the piece indicating the: prog-
ress made in the art of living since the
humble calk box served the needs of the
family. O

Alr. Dyer devotes only a para,graph to
these useful pieces of furniture under
pressure of the multitudinous material
offered by his general. subject, but he

wisely disclaims “‘any intention of be-
Hitilng their importance. Had he naot
given some such assurance, the shades

of our grandmeothers would have Jhaunted!

against his neglecet of thelr

Chairs pursued much' the same- genera!
line of- development as the chests, moving
from the massive toward the light and
elaborate styles, but with many morsa
variations and-detours. Among the chairs
described are the old French, Spanisnh,
Flemlish, and Italian types, but the Eng-
l1sh chalrs, most of which embodied for-
elgn elements of style, were the proto:
types of those used in Americsa.
Windsor chalr from the first was popular

with our cablinet makers for its quaint

grace and etrength but it was 8 peasant

style; a.nd ‘not to be compared for beaunty
of proportion to the best of the Chippen-

‘dale and Heppelwhite.

It was about 1750 that the famous
Thomas Chippendale came up to London,
' there to connect his mame permanently
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Slﬂred-back Heppelwhite
g{léloir, ’W’orth "About

“Any general statement regarding prices

leadin ,”’_the author says.
chairs command. the highest prices, while

may -be picked up for a song. A thousand

a set 'of six genuine- Chippendales, while, -
 you may be able to get a gaod slat back:
of much earller date for 75 cents at a
country auction.””

In this -country, proba.hlv it xvould be

Adale chairs for-

of C‘ambridge Housg, Regents Park, this
‘Sprinz, such a group was quoted as bring-|.
Ling & hundred pounds Little, however.

of the pieces scld, as well as their frg=24 20
vineness playing a promlnent part in their
ction room success.

The prices for old mahogany rurniture

-

o

‘ of all kinds run high—from the standpoint
. Tng

.0of the.collector of moderate means. _The
hand‘some» and commodious old desks.-and

portant part of the furnishing of .Amer-
fcan -houses Dby the latter half of  the

efghteenth century are quoted as -bring-
ing. in the case of the finer pieces of the
classic Georgian period, anywhere- from
| $500 to $2,500, while even the more coms-
| mon forms of the late American secretary

and vames would be likely to be mis~
*“ The Georglan

some of the best of the cottage chairs

dollars would ‘be a, reasonable price for

very difﬁf'ult to met six genuine Chippen-‘ .
ag. Iittle as a thousand'.=
.dollard, but at ‘the sale of the. contenta

can be. argued from the mere statisticy of
{the salesroom, the condition and period

w:citing tables which had become &n.ims

trom £ <30 'Wlndsor to a $200 Chlppenﬁale <>

Splendid Example of Girandole ln
the- Long‘fellnw House at Ca
hridne. inde About 1R800, 1'ﬂh)rth

$uu}

Theae fZZustrations Are Coepyright, 1910, by
the C‘entury Co

that at lea,::-:t two men, “within the Ilast
genera.tlon, have made fortunes by manu-
fe.cturing fraudulent specimens, and that
many others have made a livelihood plec-
ing together different parts, treating the
wood with stains and acids, gluing, scrap-
ing, denting, and otherwise simulating the
wear and tear of time. Hae divides fake
antiques into three varietle3° ‘“ The piece
‘made up of bits of. old antique carving
and panels. ‘the plain  genuine antique
which has been made to command a high-
er.price by means  of added carvings, in-
la.y, &e.; the .plece. that Is faked throug‘q-
oth—usua.lly a copy.”

The first sort is rnost successful in Eu-
rope, where old church pews and wind-
mill beams are convertéd into handsome
furniture with deceptive perfection of
workmanship.

The second class is sometimes spoken

‘itrnig-lrt-r‘rnnt Serutoir with Ball-nnd-Clavw Feet, Sa!d to Have Heen

Owried by Isrnol Putnam,. Owvwned Now hy George F. Ropes.
225 Without Historieal Aq-mciatlonqp

Is \VO rt h

J with maheganv ‘the fashionable new wood
In short. when’l om . which  Watpole was shortly to re-

move’ the duty. Chippendale catered *o
every class and made {t his aim not
to create but to “‘  improve and refine the
rresent taste.” This he did not always
succeed in doing. He designed, according
to Mr. Dver., “a few low-browed. broad-

'eeated, heavy-fodted affairs that take the

and discomforts but

palm for wugliness
which to-day command fabulous prices.
But Mr. Haldane MacFall,
ten authorltatively - concerning Chippen-

chairs, tables, beds. chests, &c.—naturally jdale, has a rather more lenient feeling

claims {irst atitention by it= importance]

in'the general equipment of the household.
We have learned from our Iiudson-IFulton
exhibition how simple was the furniture
Lrought to this countiry in the seventeenth
century. There were first the chests ot
the ** Connecticut type.”” sometimes carved
and paneled. Later came a chest with a
drawer under it, as the household belong-
ings multiplied and more storage spuace
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toward these heavy Dieces produced by
a designer who ordinarily excelled in grace
of form and beauty of proportions.

Tha later chairs, Heppelwhite, Adam,

and Sheraton, bring the reader down to
the close of the period which contained
the styles most desired by the collector,
and illustrations are glven with approxi-
mate prices at which similar pleces might
be bought at the present time,
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ner to the Front. Date About 195705,

Sideboard of Late Heppelywhite Period.
. Twvo . Afiddie Legs Are Curiously Placed with One Cor-

The Carved Oalk
. Or

Valuae About 8350, Chair,

who has Writ-1

This T'ype
Dnte ibp_ut 1740.

rof mahogany vencer are worth from *‘,100
to $200. _

Tables, which varied in style as much
ag the chairs, almost every form of old
chair having its corresponding table, 2re
exceedingly popular with collectors, and
certain forms, when pure in styvle and in
good condition, bring extravagant prices.
Ar. Dyer mentions a genulne ** ple-crust’’
table that brought $7,000 not long ago, and
adds that £1,000 is not an uncommon price
for a good example. The latter Bum {is
also nat infrequently paid for a sideboard

ranging i

Jacobean Wainscot
About
Worth About $20'0

of unusually fine quality.

The chapter on bedsteads opens up 2
field in which the ordinary collector will
wish to tread warlly, the cumbersome
four-poster of the eighteenth century hav-
ing no place In the small rooms of the
modern house; and the ccllector who 1is
willing to turn his house into a museum
of useless articles having no place in M-r.
Dyer's audience.

By 1750 four-posters of an early Georg-

ey
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Excellent Charies
I¥. Chailr, Flem-
ish Type. Wox-th
About $125. -

EFlizabethan
1600.

fan. type were common in -this count'r
and those that were made here were pla.i

'depending for. covering--upon . .the . ample -

\draperies dismissed from meodern. homes
\on ‘the ground of . hygiene The great
mabinet makers no doubt produced .a suf-
ficient number of bedetea.ds, but authentic
|exemples are rare and very costly. Four-
' posters that are glxty or seventy years

iold are already wvaluable, and a striking

bhed, combining the style of the Adam
"brothers with that of Hepplewhite, of
| date 1775, is estimated to be worth about
| $700.

| Having Inoculatéd the Inexperienced
 reader with the subtle poison of the col-
rlectors passion, the author proceeds to
the antidote. Everyone knows at the pres-
\sent day of celebrated “fakes’” that have
were palmed off as antigues, -and of cele-

brategd methods of imitating certain marks}

of age; but the cool rehearsal in connec-
|tion “with one's - favorite. hobby, of the

lingenious ‘devices by which ' the collector’tainly fakes,

may be and frequently {s decieved, is a
blood-curdling’ affair; ‘

Furnitire especcially lends-_ itself:to- the
wlles of 'the fakKer.

tof as

Wedgsvood Teapot of Blanclk Basal
Oswned by Mrs. Bosworth.

These Illustrations Ara Conyright, 1910, OY
the Century Co.

* glorified ** furniture, and the au-
thor advises a close examination to de-
tect differences in the old and new woo04,
the presence of modern screws, nails, &c.,
and, in the case of the pie-crust table, In-
vestigation of the thickness of the centre,
‘“ glorifled "’ tables having been developed
from tables with plain rims shaved down
in the centre in order to glve the raised
gallery at the edge, which Is then carved
in the ple-crust psattern.

When the collector buys of 8 dealer,
and Mr. Dver s reasonably optimistic as
‘to the chance of fair treatment at the
hands of the average dealer, the demand
for a written guarantee is advised; &s,
aside {from commen honesty, business

A ‘-\_ “._ '\""\‘\‘-"-.\ f

i

. Mr. Dyer assures us

Banjo Gloc‘k, About 1820. Made b
I, Curtis. Owned by Mrs. E.
Swift. Wroth $175 to R2Z0.

Thuse Ilustrations Are Copyright, 1919, by
tite Century Co.

prudence and the law discourage signing
nne’s name to a written falsehood.
Beyond definite rules for guidance in
buying old furniture, which necegsarily
are closely restricted to quite obvious pre-

cautions, the following. propositions are
advanced for the benefit of the prospective
collectors of furniture:

«Iirst. Nine-tentts of the antiques of-
fered for sale In the open market are
questionable, and ma.ny pieces are cer-

* Second. Even though a piece is a gen-
nine antique, if it is decripit and. dilapi-
dated. I would have none of it. It may
be all right for a museum, butxznot for

i

Ehe New Jork Eimes
Published: October 2, 1910
Copyright © The New York Times

. bowls less than four inches high,

& single maler.
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Buyere Do Not Teke Preceuuons {o

Sheffield -.Plate Wine-eboler o1’
Ice-pnil, 12 Inches High, -
Worth $150. ' :

Wha.t is use'iess _ - :

“Third.: Antiques should never be bought
simply because they are antiques without
regard to intrinsic beauty. If yobu look
long. enough and pey enough;.ydbu can
secure beautiful” things. Permit nothing
ugly in your home, no
it 1s. - : . ,

‘* Fourth. Use discretlon in the selection
of styles. Let the pieces harmo_nize‘wifith
each other, with -the decorations of the
rooms, with the whole house, Don’t crowd
in together a lot of Italian and. Spanish
and Chinese and: Dutch and Turkish an-
tiques.  Don’t make an old cunosity shop
out of your: home.”_

It iIs inexplicable that a co]lector with a
zest for the beautiful old woods and re-
fined shapes of the best furniture familiar
to our forefathers should need such in-
struction. but a  brief review of the c¢ol-
lections known' to us, and knowledge of
the discursive tendency of the amateur
mind, prove.it to be by no means super-
fluous In a book addresséd to the begin-
ner and inexpert buyer.

The collecting of old blue Staffordshire
has a charm quite apart from that of col-
lecting old furniture, and the pursuit, on
‘the vshol_e, is freer from the pitfalls laid
by the faker. The body of the ware is not
very fine, thé blue of Its decoration is
rich and full. but not otherwise remark-
able. The prints transferred to the sur-
face are only in g few instances—such as
the Syntax or the Wilkle designs-toc be

| wood pottery,

&

matter how old+

Brass Andirons, Urn Design, 21
Inches IHigh. Ovwned by Miss Grace
Atkinscvn. Worth §$30. ,

vonture upon so bold a step for the com-

paratively slight rew@rd.

A chapter also s given -to- the Wed“-
in which that costly. and
exquisite and intensely appreciative wware
is deseribed in its wvarious forms f{or the
collector to “whom mechanical perfection
has a lhigher charm than strong individu-
-ality. Another and very valuable chapter
i glven to the English luster ware, so
beautiful in color, and oftert so heautiful
in form., that the lack of enthusiasm
shown for it is difficult to explain. The
‘demand for it is now Increasing, however,
especially good pleces having-.brought as
much 85 $100.each, and Mr. ‘Dyer warns

lhis readers that as it is all ¢omparatively

rare in this country the wise collector
wilk rfot tarry in securing whathe can of it.

The. chapter on Lowestoft cannot fail
in interest to those who remember the

high shelves of old corner cunboards
where their grandmothers kept this fash-

ionable ware which,. after years of dls-.

bute as 1o origin, is now believed, ac-
cording to Mr. Dyer, to have b&en made
almost altogether in China, and decorated
either there or Ain England
patterns for the English tratie. This also
is a comparatively inexpensive ware, rich
in early Arﬁerman associations
collector whose patriotism provides him
with a fair proportion of his satisfaction,
but Mr. Dyer, compsaring present prices
with those noted by AIrs. Earle in her
‘* China Collecting in America,” published
in 1892,

One of the Most Striking O1d Bedsy in America:; Date 1775,
bPines the Style of the Adam Brothers
The Headboard Js Surmounted by an Urn, and the Posts Are Reeded.
Worth About S700.

, credited with the slightest artistic merit,

yet the ‘"old blue' arouses the deepest
enthusiasm in {ts admirers, and no other
old china is so wildely collected in this
country. :
Probably its historical interest chiefly ac-
counts for its popularity, most of the de-
signs printed son it being drawn from his-
toric buildings and famous
views, but also it is popular hecause much
of it can be obtained for prices which a
moderate purse can command, Some of
the Clews patterns may be bought for 10

or less, and cups and saucers by 'ﬁoode

are to be had for from &5 to $15 a palir.’
Here, as elsewhere, of course, certain
pieces have a scarcity wvalue, and Mr..
Dyer gives 8250 as the record price given

for an Ohlo State platier, in DMayer series,

of plates and platters, bearing the arms'

of the various States in a border of trum- ! occasionaliy

|

pret flowers. Even this, however, is 4|
small sum in comparison with the £1.200
and over brought by & pair of Chelsea

It Com-
with that of Heppelwhite.

per cent. and a good piece that could be
bought for 10 in 1802 would now bring S20,

Old pewter forms anotner comparatively
inexpensive class of antique objects which
appeals to the economical collector of
guiet tastes. The soft gray sheen of iis

surface is more beautiful in the eyes of

g1'1:1&1113:- than the more brilliant Iustre of
American silver, and its recal] of a period complete-

1y passed is not without a sentimental

value.

| We still use silver, glass, mahogany, and

china, but we no longer use pewter, and
rour association with it 1s limited to {ts
place on the old colonial dresser in every
form of domestic utensil in favor with
our ancestors. The fact that only special
| pleces bring very large sums is a safe-
guard for collectors, as the making ot
bogus specimens Is unprofitable, although
indulged in by the inde-
i fatigable counterfeiter of antiques.

From pewter to silver is a long step.
and the collection of old silver is an en-

i
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Charles 1.

Sheraton Arni=- or Crom- Hepge
chair. Worth wellian Chair of Spade Feet Date 1770. J¥andles Are of Late Peried.--.
8150, Tarned Wood and Value $350 to $400. ' a
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W ey &

Leather. Werth $100.

in &
recent auction sale at Christie's.

The wise advice given to the collector
starting out in the field of old china lis
to restrict himself at the outset to some
particular line, perhaps to the views of
a single State or city, or to the wares ot
' To the question, How
widely is Staffordshire c¢hina counter-
' feited? Mr. Dyer receives different an-
swers ranging from ‘‘ Scarcely at all’ to
““The sghops are full of fakes,” and
nas come to the safe conclusion that
the truth lies midway between those ex-
tremes.

He quotes one instance of a modern re-

production of Wood’'s ‘' Battle of Bunkear

FIill ** plate which was s0 scratched by an |

emery wheel and so yellowed by a sadlt

bath and boiling in fat as to decelve many

a so-called conneoisseur. The principal
safeguard, -he tells his readers, lles in
tne potter’s mark, nearly all the valuable
pieces having been made by potters using
& mark, and he gives an extremely wvalu-

able list of marks with reproductions for
ald in identification. To counterfeit these

o) marks would be & penal offense, and few

rom Englisa

for the

finds that wvalues have risen 100

Estabhsh Genumenese of "Cunos 77

than keep to one small corner of it.

‘ters at the Goldsmiths' Halil

Genuine Hesgiang, Cast from Bnnkﬂr
I¥iill Canpon. Owned by John I,
Doiand, Jr., of Salem.

terprise for the rich, whmh has, however.
rewards commensurate with the outlay.
It is almost Impossible to. exaggerate the
charm of a fine plece in a pure style
for the connoisseur sensitive to its plecas-
ure-giving quality.

As Mr. Dyer points out, the fieId 13 . s0
enormous that no collector can de ‘more
Thsa
discussion in the present voluma iz ree
stricted to ol!d British ware, .and the au-
thor declares that to his mind the "?‘nglish
c.omestm silverware dating from 1700 to
1850 includes all that one man can hope
to know much about or possess much of.

massive and
simple styles; the Lamerie period,  named

-frOm a sﬂversmlth, with & rococo tendd-

ency; the classieal or Georgian period,
which was characterized by the xinest andg
burest formea,

The method of marking silver by a
System of hall marks has made the iden-

tification of English silverware *‘ more
accurate and complete than of almost
any other class of art objecte’“ asg for

five centuries record has been kept of
these marks and of all annual . -date-let-

> L.ondon.
DMr. Dyer devotes a number of hagesg o

the outline of this.system of markings,

but the subject demands, as he Eays,
reterence to specidl books. In spite -of
precautions as elaborate and careful as
can he conceived, however, the counter-
feiter has entered this field aiso and the:

collector is given the following wa: ning:

‘“ There are in general two motives far.
forglnv hall-marks: first, to pass off {12
ferior metal ag standard; second, to make
a piece appear to be older than it is. In
the Iirst case, if & piece is suspected, tha
base metal-can be discovered by some.
syztemn of assaying. In the second cease’
the safest way is to study period styiee:
as well as hall-marks to see if they agrea?
A hall-mark of the year 1750 on a bieco |
of silver of the style made in 1800 wouxd
be good ground for suspicion.”” The cld
Georgian silver, too, was hand-made, anci

. the hammer niarks on the inside of eupS*

|
|

Ivwhite Sideboard Iin WIahogany. with Tembouar I"‘rant

and tankards should be apparent.
soft white color of old ware often cleaned”
and long exposed to the alr is a sighifi-
cant point to observe. ]

The eighteenth century includes the Queen
Anne . perlod, marked by

ThHa' '_

P

Finally the .posi-I

tion of hall-marks on authentic piece_s'-';""'

should be studied, as the marks were no;
placed at random.

S EES

In this prices are
touched upon, and as a single hint of.
their possibilities we quote the price -
rccord of a couple of rorks in Lord-
Tweedmouthi’s collection sold this
at Christie's. The forks
spectively to Willlam and Mary's reign
and Queen Anne's and brought the notasg
bie sum of 620 shillings per ounce.
Other chapters of Mr. Dyer’'s hoolk:
concern Sheffield plate, looking glasg-

chapier

T

hardlw ™
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Spring. -
belonged. re;;--

:.”\'r.

ey

- -
.

es, lamps and candlesticks, clocks, glass, :

and brass, and . salt
andirons and {fire-lrons,

copper " glaza=

ware,

ly with some

prices of the

prezent day,
The reader who perseveres till the laet

different

page will he apt to close the book: “'l..u!;l'
mind divided among many temptations. -

b |

L5

Yet, as the author himself declares, only

each ac-:.
companied by its lllustrations and usual-:-
indication of the market -
objects at t.':xes;

the surface of the vast subject has been..
brushed. The treasure house of the past-.
is practically inexhaustible, and the lover.

of antique beauty
joy of ‘' collecting”’
of fraud and ~wiill

il

make many

than abstain, “* IWhy do you collect?”

who once tastes the' -
will risk all dangers:-
an agecw="
knowledged sacrifice to his hobby rather- -
ig-
a question JMr., Dyer is fond of asking,.-

but the mere pertinent inquiry would bg:- -

“Why do you not collect?”
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