IS THERE A ‘WORLD OF SPIRIT BEHIND

I"-: there a world, a universe, of spirit ar
well as of matter?

universe or world peopled with discar-
nate spirits, as the materk'l region that
we know is peopled with material i)eing,
ard are the two in close inter-connection?

Although this is a busy and a material
age, in which ilie endeaver to supply the
necessaries, the comforts, the pleasures
of this life—never before in the history of
the world so numerous and so delectable
—well-nigh absorbs the energies of most
of us, there are few to whom these (ques-
ticns do not come with increasing urgency

S
And ?f s0, is that(i

as they grow older. And there are many

Dr. Heysmsizer Finds That S(:lentlsts Corroborate Many
- of the (Jalms of Spiritism E

- N
and._cenc]usions. ““Born and nurtured in
a somewnat loose orthodoxy, as years
paesed on 'thereace.me doubht, then infi-
delity, =and  surrender to materialism;
then again, as the work went on and the
horizon widened, doubt once more,. but
this time doubt of materialism, and then

whose ardent longing is to have them an-|came like a rusn the fierce demand ‘for

swered with proof that will be convincing. { more and

In the last half cenitury we have come
{o have a thorough-paced regard for the
decisions of science and to accept its con-
clusions as absolute truth.
were to announce that it had isolated,

‘tested, and proved one discarnate spirit,.

as Prof. Milliken announces he has iso-
‘lated and studied an" electrical lon, it
would work a quicker and more thorough
| revolution in the civilized world's theory
' and practice of life than has any scien-
thc dl‘-‘!CO\'QI‘}" or any asserted supernat-
ural revelation in all its histcry.

But what has science to say upon the
problem? 1t has not been entirely. dis-
interested or entirely dumb, and Dr. Isaac
W. Heysinger, a Philadelphia physician,
|an ex-army Captain af-the civil war and
a member of the Societly for Psychical
PResearch, has brought together in a
sturdy volume, published by the J. B. Linp-
-pincott Company,
" Lific men have said, or hesitantly admit-
ted, or guessed, or boldly declared, upon
thiis subject. IXe calls his book
- and Matter Before the Bar of--Modern
| Science.” '
- His own belief is that the material
iuniverse does have a spiritual basis, .or
. content, or parzallel, that there is - a world
| of discarnate spirits in close association
| with this earthly "world that we know,
|
|

|
|
|
|

rand that these spirits do sometimes mant-
fest themselves 'to us.  The first proposi-
' tion he considers the most important and
} he devotes the main part of his book to
iehowing that science, is, as he Dbelieves,
|a1rnost ready - to admit even to assert,

“that it is so. .
' ¥e recounts nearly a page Tull of the

mere names of the modern scientists who“b.

‘recognize, or whose investigations and
‘couelublons tend toward recognition of,
' the spiritualistic basis of life. There are
_er Qliver L.odge, - Sir - ‘William _Crookes,

If sclence

nearly -all’ that scien-1j

“ Spirit

harder work, continued for
years, rfor deeper investigation, for broad-
er studyv, and demonstration followed
demonstration. * * * And at last there
came final certainty of the dominating

truth, and intellectual peace and spu‘itual'

t

rest,

“ Among the great -factors of these
demonstrations was the study of the
psyvchism of lower animals, the pSychol-
ogy of ltving crestures too minute to be
seen except with high-power microscones;
not merely monocellular organisms, but
living forms- far below the cell . itself,
and -~which heretofore had been wholly
unknown and unsuspected. Here are
thinking, feeling, sporting, living " creat-
ures, with memory friendship, love, with
lixes and dislikes, and manifesting the
power of deliberste choice; In faect,. With
all the acts and movements, with all the
mental and pqyclncal attributes manifest
in man, in kind, and, in many cases, with
a wondrously intelligent foresight.”” And
then he quotes Binet, the ¥rench sci-
entist, in corroboration: ‘*In both vege-
table and animal micro-organisms phe-
nomena are encountered which pertain
to a highly complex psychology and
which appear qguite out of proportion to
the minute mass that serves ‘them as a
substratum.”’

- Romanes’s final conclusion, published
in a posthumous paper> that had -been
written but a little while before’ his
death, that gradual evo,lution “does not
leave God without witness '—that is, rev-
e¢lation from the spiritual—*"at any time
during the metorxcal perlod” he finds
very significant. - . _ '
Prof. Shaler is cuoted as follows:

** There is abundant rocom -for spiritual

truths -in the universe. In fact, our mod-J

qrn physical scienee is ever tending away
from the crude. conceptions of matter
held by ‘the ancients.- It seems now as if

"Balfour Stewart, Lord Xelvin,’ Romanes, I'the end of the long dispute between the

Lord Rayleigh, J. J. Thompson, Flamma-
| rion, Du Bois-Reymond, Ribot, Binet,
Vircho“, De Vries, Weismann,
“James, .Shaler, L.e Conte, Dr. Boris Slclis,

Langley Giblier, and many- othere.*i

Of Gegorge John Romanes he a-dduces,-
with cons..derable LISSERS Y cxperlences )

materialists and . spiritpalists. may- soon

d cmre .to an end through the growing con-'
Profs. | viction of physicists that all matter is but

a.mode of action- of- energy * * & that
‘all phenomena. wha.tever .are. but mani-
festatiens of pqwers. In-other ‘Werds, the

studenj;e Qfnaturs gre- now nearer. tol

as. an _objectiTe realization,

'thoee who have trusied tc the d1vgnmﬂ*r

senses than ever before.” N

Profs. Stewart and :Tait. furnish thls
from their ‘ Unseen TUniverse **:

“It ‘i3 only within the . last thirty or
forty- years that there has gradually
dawned upon the minds of scientific men
the - conviction that there is something
besides matter. or. stuff in the physical
universe, something which has at least
as much claim. as matter to recognition
though - of
course far less directly obvious to our
senses as such, and therefore much later
in belng detected '’

Sir. Ohver J.odge . says:
- **To tell the truth, I do not myself hold
that the whole of -any one of us is inecar-
nated- in these terrestrial bodies. * * *
Wwhat is manifested in this ‘body is, I
tventure to,think likely, onlysa portion, an
individualized, a defirite portlon, of a
much larger whole.” = ' x

These are only a few of the nords of
famous-men -of .science-which -the author
marshals in proof of his contention that
modern science is bevinmng to recognize
the ' existence of a spnitual world. Of
all his-witnesses he lays greatest Stress,
perhaps, upon Romanes, at whose scien-
tific ortheeo:xy even Haechel the arch-
materialist: of them all, has .not flouted.
Angd even Haeckel nimself is made to yield

some half-wilhng a dmissions

The study .of comparative religions, no.

less than the study of physical phenomt-
ena, D . Heysinger thinks, leads to the
concluszon that there must be an under—
lving $p1ritua1 ‘agency.

“The. basis :of- all: rellgions,
clares, °‘ of whatever race,_country,

» .fh‘e de-
or

age; "is’ tlie’ same, and’ this basis is pre”

cisely identical with the claims and prac-
tlceé of modern "Spiritualism ’—meaning
by that term the- Spiritualistic conceptlon
of the universe. * This universal belief,”
he gdes on, “.in-all' times and ages, and
among all.peoples,-is valid -evidence of-its
truth.”” The scientific study of religion,
he insis s;-demonstrates-that. cettain fuh-
damental proposit{ons have been the basis
of all. ‘the religions 'of the human race
since time began,.and therefore these con-
ceptions must-have. heen :innate or ‘ye-

‘vealed.. . He recounts four such beliefs, the

universal: basis. of etlnc religion, and of

modeérn: Spiritualism: as well
;Y transcendentai-splntual. 1nte1hgent

-‘porwer, ‘universal::in -scope; in- -space’ and
.time,.,a,nd in. potenc}'”whlch pa‘we" s they
'forma.nve,

preservative, and reatora.tive
agency of nature. oL et L e

e i -
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‘hig experiences with

n

4
S Direet and recognized action
power upon and through a similar but less
exlensive spirituality of man, to mold. to
colntrol,
human-organizm and its energies.”™

Many chapters of the book are devocad
to discusszion of- Spiritualism, hoth 1n its
broad, cosmical sense and in the narrovs
one of spiritualistic phenomena, to scath-
ing arraingment of scientific men. and

philosophers because they denled the one
and refused to investigate the oiker, to.

description and consideration of'these phe-
nomena and to evidence that osychology,
including both the spiritualistic theory of

the, universe and the manifestation of-so-!

called spirit phenomena, is. “inning the'

right to be regarded as a true science and

to be studied in all 1ts phases by scientmc
methods

Regal ding spirit phenomena the cmtho1
birings forwv ard, as evidence of their real-
ity,

men. for many

Augustus De Morgan,

years Professor of I‘vIathemdtlcs and aft- | not all of anyvihing may be real and true,

lbﬁt so nmuch has been immutably. estab-
| lishea * *

..proof,

erward Dean of University C‘olleve Lon-
don, who has been listed us one of Eng-
land's six greatest contributors: to the
science of mathematics, wrote over fmty
years ago: -

“1 am perfecth convlnced that I haxe
both seen and heard, in a manner which
should malte unbelief impossible, things
called spiritual, which cannot be taken

by a rational being to be capable of ex-

planatlon by imposture,
mistake.”

Sir William Crookes,
tion of and belief
are well known, declared concerning his
work and publlshed convictions in, these
matters in his President's address to the
British Association for the Adv ancement
of Science: ‘I have nothing to retract.
I adhere to my already published state-
ments. Indeed, I miight add much there-
to.’”” Crookes's own account of some of

coincidence, or
e S -

"whose 1nvesti;,a.-

““ Katies King "’ is quoted at. length

There are many pages also which detall
experiments in telephathy, -crystal vision,
planchetie writing, * dowsing?” or water
finding, and other occult phenomena
cullied ftom accounts - of ' happenings _
countrles 'in all parts of the -world, and
extending through several centuries. ‘'*1I
could, of course.,” he goes on,-'“fill. 5 vol-

ume with narratives of supernormal. phe-

nomena~that is .to say, with phenomena.

necessarily . classed 3: A% present as . super-
‘normal; but. which Ja.ter ‘on;,. will ‘e, receg-

bw. ax\ceqtional

*-*-lw

nized as nerma.l ?,y*’?* S 50

of--.i‘nis.

and to preserve and protect the;
- Spiritualism. We will taus come, after the

MATTER?

B “It seems, then,” he concludes, aftier
some discussion of theories that attempt
ito account for the universe on a ma-
' terialistic basis, *‘ that after all theories
rand hypotheses of automatism, self-con-
r structive idealism; materialism, empiri-
| cism, self-causation, nature, chance, ac-
i'cident. and agnosticism have Dbeen run
out and failed, there is left but one sd',ngle
residuum, identical in every case, and
that this i{s transcendenialism, divinity,

¢ most: elaborate research, and -the testing
into absurdity of all alternatives, back
to that primal truth recognized in all

ages and among all peoples, and appealing
directly to what Dr. W. B. Carpenter
called *that power of immediate insight
which, in man's highest phase of exist-

Y of Spiritualism,

in spirit ph enomena:

the materialized

ence, will not only supersede the laborious

]opere,tions of his intellect, but will reveal

to him truths and glories of the unseen
which the Intellect alone can f:ee, but as
threugh a glass darkly. ”

Appl\ing Dr. McCosh's three criteria
of {ruith, he seeks to establish the truth
' *“irrespective of the vast
flood of universal demonstrative evidence

. whicih equally supports its conclusions.”
the tesl,lmony of several sa2ientific. a ¥

Speaking of spiritzal phenomena he con-
cludes: ** Not all may be real and true,

* and by actual scientific
that it is no longer possible 1o
doubt or dispute the facts * % * and so
the onus is on those who deny, and will
not ook, and no longer on those who look,
see, observe, and demonstrate. The cor-
rect spirit is that of St. John: *‘Try the
spirits¥ There is no vein on this earth
which will pan out for all manKkind richer
=old and gems, nor with so little time and
labor: and no mine the product of which
will so enrich, not only for time, but for
etelnitv, the earnest séeker.

Bemo* the ardent believer that™he is m
a spiritual universe inspiring and domi-.
nating that material one which science for
a time declared to. be the only one, and
in the pbssibility of communication be-
tween incarnate and discarnate beings,
1t is not strange that Dr. Heysinger sings
this Iittle paean over what he believes to
be the changing attitude of the world of
science and learning:

** The'time has come at last, and empiri-
czsm and materialism are retreating, and
divine wvolition and Spiritualism are ad-
vancing with giant sweeps. And this time
they come to 3tay; everything else has
been tried and failed, even during this
weary.time of Wa'itmg, and a reawakened
psychology, with new ﬂeapons and new
facts, is'now coming, with.* banners yel-
low, glorious golden,” full-armed and full-
panoplied, and ge sky 1s all ahght wlth

Wroach.“\
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