. EOPLIE wihio do not believe in im-
‘mortality are abnormal, if mnot
pathological.””

This flat slatement is made by
Dr. Williamy Hanna Thomson, author of
“‘".Brain and Personalitv” and many other
‘HooKs, in reply to Thomas A. Edison’s de-
nial of immaortality of the soul in last Sun-
day’'s TIMNES,

l;. Dr. Thompson's repulatiop as a braln
jscientist is worldwide, and as Jlr. Edison
‘eferred to his werk, ““ Brair and Person-
1y, many Dpeople took it for granted
iNat {hge eminent author had had a hand
-ghaping the thoughts of the inventor.’

- Dr. Thomson was quick to point out.
that hiz book gave IMr. Edison no reason
for coming to the conclusion that there is
'ho such thing as inmmortality. [

'~ There are, perhaps, few of the older
students of the human brain more widely
hccepted. as an authority than IDr. Thom-]
son. He was a Professor of dedicine and
f Nervous Diseases for twenty-seven
woars, and was formerly President of the

~INew Yorlt Academy of DMedicine.

. Dr. Thomson jives in the fine, old-fash-

'ioned hcouse at 70 West Fifty-fourth
Sireei. - He does a great deal ef writing,
“bat still keeps up his study of the human
brain, and is, physician to the Roosevelt
Haospital, consulting physician to the New
York Alamhattan State Hospital for the

_Insane, consulting physician to the New
“York Red Cross Hospital, and Fellow of

‘Ynany sciemtific societies,

.

—

The phyrsician-author is of that gentle
. mad couriecus type so frequently met
avith among the o¢ld sclwlars in the
Eouth, whose cducations started before
Lhe war and who as bovs were Sent to
,Dxford and (_a.mbmdge io acqmre their
classmf:

I A black cigar qent littke blue clouds
of smoke upward througihr a drooping
“gray mustache. A pair of eyes as brigat
as those of an  eager young student
csearched those of his interviewer. Ide
sat at His library desk withh his back to
the wide window opening on Fifty-fourth
Strea:, Fle had motioned his interviewer
to a seat in am old oaken chair, much
higher than the chair in which he sat,
and with inierviewer's face full in
the light. ,

““ It is irue.” he =aid, in answer to the
first question, ** that there 1s no rmenticml
of deity or religion in my book -wwhich
Mr. Egison referred to in his TiMeEs in-
ierview. Yet many lawyvers and Jjudges
have beecn impressed by the work as omne
1that has.given sirength to the belief in
immortality. One’ lawyer wroite me at
iength, declaring that it had clearly
demonstrated (o him the existence of a
soul. A Jjudge., a member ¢of the Court
of Appeals, wrote me an eighi-page let-
ter about it. It read as if it was a
decision from i1hie Bench 110 tlle effece
that my book had established the fact
‘+hat the brain was only the insitrument of
an invisible personality, 2 personality
independent of the instrument.”

Dr. Thomson, in amswer 1o a question
as to the existence of a soul in man, de-
clared that he did not use the word soul
and that the word was vague. He uses}
Tis own term Personalily, and, as will
'be seen, lie does not itry with conjecture
+‘o fashion deity or divinity, but merely !
*"'u'es tke brain scientist's finding in the
‘snatter of immmortality and the existence
‘~.. that thing which he ferms Pergonality.

“Alr. Edison’s view is unscientific,’* he}

seid.  * The fact that Ine is prominent in
ons branch of science does not entitle
“him to pass on other branches of science. | 4
He is very unscientific when hs speaks
of the human brain. There are two
-bralns, not a brain. The brain with the
Jj.ogos, or power of speech, is the brain
with the mind. The other brain is that
-0f the animal. :
" 41 was the Chairman of the committee
‘that had to welecomg Dr, von Hehnholtz
1o the Century Club. Dr. von Helmholtz, |
-now dead, was the greatest of European
_scientists. He was a2 right-handed man
and in right-handed people the speech
centre is in the leff hemisphere of the
brain. e had two strokes of apoplexy.!
‘The first struck him in the right hemi-
'sphere and did not finish him. The sec- |
ond struck him in the left hemisphere
and he gied. The right hemisphere of his
.brain had no more intelligence than the
.brain of a2 cat has. Von Helmholtz was|
‘not in the right hiemisphere of the brain.
He was wholly in the leff, and when
-apoplexy struck him there it Iaid him
low. In one hemisphere there was no von
XHelmholtz; in the other side was von
‘Helmholtz.

“Now why does ihe hang decide in
svhich brain the power of speech is to be
developed?

““At birth mneither hemisphere knows
anything of specech. But as the child
grows iits personality wants to commu-
nicate with others. The brain makes no
cffort to communicate by speech. The
r'hild reachies oul its hand and gestures,
with right or left hand predominating
in the sign language. It is the first lan-
guage. Then the child makes faces and
mmoves Its lips. Gradually, if the child
is left-handed, 1heo brain in the right
i1emisphere dcevelops the speech centre,
and if it is right-handed the speech cen-
tre ‘develops in the left hemisphere. The
:p-ersonallty of the child teaches the brain
and uses it as an instrument after shap-
ing it., This perscnality is invisible, but
we_ Know that this is the way that a
:‘:hiid‘starts the wpower of speech.

“The child gets older and takes up
Enother language. 7Yho ever heard of
any one learning a new language spon-
taneously? The child must work hard
o .zet 1his new janguage, and this work
makes @ new layer or shelf in the Brain
caome into action, just as the first speech:
cenire was made alive by effort of the
Tpersonality.; A new language Is added
Just as a record is made on the leaf of
& phonegrapii, The phonograph turns
sput the sound, but if is not responsible
for the sbund, is it?

“*The plhonograph is no more responsible
for the> sound from its record than the
brain is for speech that is uttered. In
speech, in the Logos, as it is called, the
‘brain is the instrument of a Personality
Just as the phonograph is the instrument
zor a reproduction of sound.

. “*If NMr. Edisen's objections are based
or scientific facts exclusively he shows a
great ignorance of brain discoveries.

« I prefer to use the word Personality
instead of soul. The DPersonality of =z
human-being has Will, Feeling, and Pur-
pase. These are the functions of Per-
sonality and they can mold the brain to
'ne the instrument of Personality., The will
ks independent of the brain., It is a stim-
plus to the brain.

- ““We have made experiments with thé
as a stimulus to the retina. We have
overstimulated the retina and it has de-
generated as a result. This was overstim
ulus from the outside. There is often
averstimulus by the will.as you know of
m what is called wrlier’s. cramp. The will
:;,eezzs Jaur-fingers. moving in writing . and

{’t!a-u? comes wrlter’s paralysis. But this
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the {mbere until the brain centre controll-
ing them gives out. '

“ The will outlasts the resat of us. Gla,d-_'
stone at §S made one of his most powerfui
speeches. His will kept his bram serving

‘him  when his body showed .the decay

of i3 Years. This will comes with the
interest that the Personality "keeps for

itself. It is shown in the miser who
is interested to the wvery last in get-

ting money. I knew a man "in Wall
Street, whoe, although feeble in body, was
a hard man to make a bargain with. He
was a famcus man as a nwney getter.
ITe was the equal of many younger men,
and the better bargainer for that matter.

““ Personality is the Self, and it is not!
destroyved by death eof the body. |

‘“What is the greatest certainty in the|
world? Your own existenee, of course.
It is the certain *I am.” .All the rest is
relative. Does the brain give you this:
certainty, this konwledge? 1t is the Per-,
sonality that gives it and makes the bra.in
an instrument only.

‘““ People who do not believe in immor-
tality are abnormal if not pathological.”

“You mean by pathologica.l" ' his in—«l
terviewer asked.

““ Diseased,” ho replied.

*“The belief in a personal i'mmorta,lity
is. generic,”” Dr. Thomson continued.
*“ The Chinese and the Japanese are the
Iargest division of our race. You would
not call them inferior, They worship
their ancestors and believe them allve.
The message of Admiral Togo. to the
Mikado after the battle of the. Sea of
Japan was that the victory was not due
to the skill and bravery and devotion of
himself and his officers and men, buti
was due to the virtues of his Majesty’'s,
ancestorg. It was the work of the pow-
ers that were long dead in the flesh but
Personalities still existing.

‘“The Chinese have forgotten God alto-
gether. It is difficult for the mission-
aries to find a suitable word for God in
the Chinese language.

‘““ Belief in immortality does not need
& belief -in God. '

“ Then, if we subtract the Jews, Mo-
hammedans, and Christians along with
the Chinese and Japanese gs thoss who
believe in Immortality from those who do
not believe in it—what is left? Even in
India, where thers is the belief of trans-
migratia™ this does not mean a faijure of
belief In immortality. * Yes, I believe that
rveople who do not belleve in immortality
are abnornial.”

Many of the vounger and untried think-
ers have been shocked during recent years
by the brain operations that have shown
that utter. lack of morality and s=bsenca
of accepted virtues has been causzed by
the pressure of a bone fragment on the
brain, thus giving what was ssemingly
a fair chance to deducge that moarals were
a matter of accident, or lack of accident.

‘It is an argument that has been used
to some extent.” said Dr. Thomson, touch-
ing this subject. **It'is 2. poor ergtment,
for those who use it fail to resliza.that
the Personality does not ordain this in-
jury to the brain. The brailn is liks an
cpera glass in such a case. It offers a
colored or distorted lens to the IParson-
ality that looks through it. The Person-
ality itself is not distorted or poisoned.
The brain is only the instrument. The
Personality must use the braln as it is
and see through it.”

Dr. Thomson asked his interviewer
which <was the g'reatest of the =senses

given man and answered the question for
himself. '

“*The - -sense of touch," he said.:

“You [

can see this landscape here on the wall,
this picture of a woman, but in order to
sea it it ‘was necessary for this sense of

| touch that made the picture ta be put in

oreration. It is the Zreatest of the senses
hecause it can be educated. It makes fhe
pictures we see, the books we read, the
clothes we wear. .Angd yet we don't know
where the sense -of touch is located. 1t

is the last station on the way ta the in-

visible Self.  You only see the frame of
a man and you-  cannot See the man’'s
Self.
mouth,

-~
LN ]

H., wh&at. would Witte have

In the treaty negotlations at Ports-

than "does any other bodily thing.

i

Dl‘. w- H Thomson-/

given if he could have cabted to St
Petersburg that he had actually seen the
Self of Komura., He did not see Komura.
He only saw the outside frame, the smil-
ing Japanese statesman. -

“ Man is just as invxslhle ias Ged.

“The Personality itself is always in-
visible,, A living brain -when ekpesed},
though it then bhe conseious, shows no
mora evidence" of ‘the mind- which is there
The’
nearest we ever come to seeing this Ine-)
dweller 1s when it makes the eye flash.

gseems somewhat like a window - which
1s biit rarely opened wide.” |

Yhile pinning his faith in immortality.

on -hig conception of the Personality in
‘man, the invisible thing that uses the
‘brain only as an instrument Dr. Thom-
son. has not heexta.ted to suggest in the
“eternal question of - the Hereafter. In
. the book which Edison liked so much and
which he advised his interviewer to read
Pr. Thomgon thus expressed himself:

‘“Sleep and awakening have always
ma,de mankind doubt the fact of human
extinction by death., In the remotest past,
when the race was represented by primi-
tive cave dwellers, they buried, with their
dead, weapons for the chase, food, and
food . utensils, and even for the children
their .little toys. - -

‘“ A minority of men may now attempt

*

erewwhere\and- in all times, ‘merely to
human aspiration. It is true that the hu-
| man heart has much to say and to ask,
when loved ones lie dead, but it is the sure
fact of sleep which meakes hope go rea-

‘““\Wa- have alreads. tried to picturs a
world .whdse inhabitants, though -other-
 wise like aurselves . had never seen any

tions such a sight would occaslon among
them But- the sight of one death would

All that we can say Is that our con- |
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be’ to them unspeakably awful, because,

sciousness in ite relation to ‘the mind.

beforehand by any eﬁample of a real
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~ Dr.W. H Thomson Whose Book the Inventor Quoted,
Says That Any One Denymg thée  Imm ortality
~ of ‘the Soul Is Either Abnormal or
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athologlcal

-

,unhke- us, they he.d never been ‘prepared does not weary nor its exercise fatigue

Then as to the mind: We know that at

drawing away followed by a real commﬂ'l present the wofd ** enough’ is only un-

'ba,ck

" ““Yet for us the only serious differ-_

#
ence g8 regards Personality between sleep

and death is that after death there i5 no-
return, In both states the. absence of

the Personality is complete, but does the'
failure to return make the same absence’
then rnea.n extlnctlon, when it never did
g0 in sleep"

“ No one really believes it, though one
may say he does. What is generic cannot |
be got out of us by logic or by anything
else, and a belief in g hereafter -is as|
generic as mankind, as the faculty of
speech itself. The men who nearly sixty
centuries ago buillt those tremendous
tombs, the pyramids, cared more about the

sonable, by glving.the lie to every doc- !
Lt:rme of extinction.

one sleep, and what a nmumber of ques- |

other world than.this. To judge him by

to ascribe th1s conviction, which is found { what he accomphshed in every direction,

unaided by  foreign teaching or by in-
neritence from the past,
tlan of the fourth dynasty was -no fool.
'Some would say that his solicitude about
‘the future life - was because his priest
frightened him; but then the question im-~
‘mediately arises, FHow came the priest to
have such power ito scare him? -

‘““ Ag & historical fact disbelief in the
unseen world does not preévall among
nations until -they begin to rot. -In
Greece it was not in the age of. Mara-
thon or of. Aristides that such infidels
ghounded, but in the wreiched ‘times
when only rhetoricians and sophists flour- |
ished., When Rome was all iron the|
Roman was a devout. man, but in the
slavish days of a Tiberius and & Domitian
he hecame. an Epicurean. The brain does
not work well with the blood reaching
it after coursing through- gangrenous tis- |
sues. - )

“The lack of any returning traveier
to tell of the world beyond caused primi-
tive " and ancient peoples =o picture ‘it
each for themselves. But as the imagi-|
‘nation  can do nothing but reproduce !
earthly scenes, so the Egyptian Liad an-
other Egypt, the Greek had the Elysian
fields, and the American Indian happy .
'hunting grounds. On_ the other hand,

with the dark grave ‘as its portal anl
assaciation of gloom often remainad in-,

seperable from thoughts ef the aroda of
"the dead.

' ¢ But the light which modern science
has shed upon the facts of life can sug-
gest, too, when duly pondered, quite dif-
ferent trains of thought, or, if you please,
of mental pictures of another life than
this awaiting us. The mental and moral
equipment of man seem sufficient for
any ITuiure life, however limitless its
b cenditiens. Locality, which held such an
exsiusi¢s place in ancient conceptions,
caen b wholly subordinated now to ques-
tioms mbout states of Being. We can now
conceive of a body no longer maéde of
the most temporary forms of all that
matter which is itself passing away, but
fashioned to be a dynamic body of power |

heavy burden of will.

sleep will not be needed when purpase

‘the old Egyp-|

“There should be no nxght 'there, for

N

rderstood but not e}rperieneed by man, .and
the opportunltles for knowledge in a uni-
. verse would ngt he too many for hig de-
sires. ‘But. abave zli rises a conception
of a perfect beingz, when the will so re-
'sponds to the highest motives alone that

there could be no conflict with lower mo-
tives . whatever!

¢ Often . we fail to appreciate all whieh
‘death implies when it comes at the end
of . a long, wasting disease, marked by
progressive enfeeblement of the bodily
powers and by clouding of the mind. At
such times it may simply appear as a
‘physmal process, like a candle glowly
burning itselt out. But it is quite other-
wlilse when a man—it may be an excep-
'tional man as regards mind—altogether
leaves us in an instant. I ow are we,
then, stunned at being thus -confronted
with a whole mystery of our being?
 There is nothing so impressive as this—
a living embodiment of personal mental
power before us one moment and in
ancother gone from us forever. - Here and
the hereafter cannot now be divided in
our minds, for the one follows. too
aquickly upon .the other to let. us bhe-
lieve that there is no link between them.”
Dr. Thomson’s final words on this "sub-
ject, as relating to the sudden death of a
great statesman of splendid mmd &as
he was making a striking speech in this
city on Jan. 29, 1891, are:

“ Fis tongue faltered, he sank t& the
floor; and in a moment of time he was
gone. - Human sclence and human .phi-
‘losophiy hazdly know what to say iIn re-
ply. A higfier voice than either of theirs
answers: ‘He fell asleep; for a_fter
' sleep cometh the awa.kenmg" "

And yet, while Dr. Thomson has in-
 dulged in suggestion as- :to the  life
'nereafter, he could -mever be r:lassed as
a psychologist.- -

“* Psychology,”” he told this interviewer,
*“is only a modern name for t.’he long-
| discarded metaphysies.”

i; “Then you are not lnterec‘ted in the
pcvchologrcal researches? *? he was asLed.

““Oh, I have read the books of those
i who have indulged in psychelogxcal
tstudie‘= ? he replied. “I knew Prof,
V@"llham J'tmes of Harvard, who died not
.__lor_lg,a.go. IWe had a talk in the Century
Club on¢ might on this subject; in which
he was so. deeply interested. We dis-
fussed thé so-called subconscious mind
and subliminal ,self. There is no suh-
conscious mind. WWhat they call evidences
of subconscious mind are cases of 3apsed
‘memory. Every ev ent leaves a brain im-
; pression. In time a human being’s brain
} becomes a vast hbrary There is only one
librarian and he is Association, You ask
a. man if ‘he remembers such & thing ap-
other man said. He does not. The ques-
tioner recalls that the man who said
it had a red beard. Gradually the mind
' begins’ tg trace hy association this nao;s:
. of the 11brary Where is stored +hat thmb
th said. I—Ie fmds it tucked away in an
" alcove, whéere he has *ucked it, where hisg
 Personality has flled it away, using the
brain as an instrument. - That is the
thing peychmogxsts can the subconchus
mind.”’

Dr. Thomson was aeked about '\Ir
.Edlcon S remarkable experience with the
stranger who came into his sindio and
| answered a question the inventor had
| written secretly. , '
' The brain scientist laughed. _
. It was g trleh " he said. I't'-ve.s
nothing else. There is no such thing as
‘mind reading. That has been expleded a
Iong time ago- You mayv recall the man
Bxﬂlop. who did many mystifying tricks
:of that sort. He Wrote and told just how
 he did it.”

Dr. Thomson has made a Sspecial study
. of the Lovos. the speech centre of the
brain, and has revelled in the dehghts
of the -philalogical student. He believes
“that the Personality of the human form-
'ing this brain hower of speech is the dif-
ferennatmg quality of mind ihat Sepa-
_ra,tes man from monkey or the highest
grder of animal life from .the next in or-

€r

The conformation of the Dbrains of man
aild chimpanzee are identically the same.
But the chimpanzee lacks the Personality
that brmgs the posver of speech into ex-
istence. “The chimpanzee ig wrthout soul,

““X studied Arabic among the Arabs,”
said the: scientist, returning to his favor-
ite topic. **The Arabs claim to have 95,-.
000 books on grammar. I thmk tkhey must -
have at least 10,000. But they have only
three -barts ‘of speech: the noun, the
name of g thmg, the verb, which is an
event, and 1ihie partitive. Now a dog
Knows the noun, his name, and he knows
the verb, an event. -Heo will lie down or
get up if you commans hm-x.. But he doeoy
not know the partitive, Tt belongs en-
tirely"to the human. It buts men in this
position of Knowledge: if a man with &
worthy cause comes t6 my house to ask
for a Subscription, I do not give him za
description, g proscription, a prescription,
or an inscription, That is the difference,
and it is the difference that Keceps the
monkey a monkey and a human a human.

*“The conclusion whxc.h the philologist
must come to is that tha source eof ail
words is the conscious mind or. human
Personality itself. It is not, as some rea«
soners loosely state, that language males
man, but it is man who makes language.
The mind comes first, and is altogether -
the beginning and cause of the ~vord.
WWe need to emphasize this primary truth
lest it escape us when we find that aill
words have 1heir material anatomical
seats in the brain upon whiech we ean
put our index finger. Otherwise we
might infer that these matierial localities,
tiiese speech arceas of gray matter, do
themseltes originate the words swhich
are located there. VWe find jnstead that
the material seats of words in the brain
matter no more make these words than
the shelves of a library make the books
arranged on them. The ultimate fact is
rather 4s revealed by the nhysiological
study--of speech, that words are the in-
struments which the thinker invents or .-
makes for himself f{or the purpose of
defznmg his thOUght i : -

It is the ‘Personality, the immortal and .
invisible thing, that creates this speech
area to use it in a brain as an instrument
for its expression.

If the glint of life in the human eve
gives hint of this Consciousness, Person-
ality or Soul existing behind the retina
which shows it and the brain that sends
-1t as a wire sendine- a message Dr. Thom-
son has a, soul for- despi e hils years 1:1&
mind seems to be the mind of an eager
,3i;un§ suudent and hls e}es are. Cr.vst.aI- -
1 &.., e _
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