READERS OF THE TIMES TAKE ISSUE WITH EDISON’S STATEMENTS

“ Which View Upllft.s Men2? "™

| To the Editor of The New York Timeg:

| N last Sunday’s issue of your paper Mr.
| Edison Is made responsible for the be-

tomed to understand by a human . ** soul "
is only the mechanical output of innum-
erable cells in the brain., On the same day
' I read the following item of news in The
S6ul Press of Sept, 2: * A ceremaony was
held to-day bhefore the tomb of the late
Frince Ito in order to announce to the

spirit of the first Resident General the
annexation of Ioreg by Japan."

| INow let us suppose that both of these
views are equally superstitious and un-
tenable when brought to the judgment of
i a. scientific psyvchology and then let us in-

'guire which of the two iz better fitted to

supply the needed moral and spiritual up-
lift to the individual and to make the na-
' tion great and strong.

In my mind there can be no hesitation
as to the appropriate answer io such a
quegtion. It is not, indeed, to be supposed
that anything like a majority of his coun-
itrymen, even including those who are
much better informed in physics, cerebral
physiology, and pyschology than Mr. Edl-
son can reasonably be supposed to be;
hold to ihe same opinion with him. But
there is little doubt the many thousands
in the country are sharing in something
like the =same view and that this, in part,
at least, accounts for the unheroic and
cowardly way In which they are refusing
deliberately to face the hardships and
trials of life and to render a self-sacri-
ficing servico to their fellow-men,

On the other hand, there is absalutely
no doubt that one principal cauge of the
splendid courage of the Japarese troops
in the Russgo-Japanese war wss the fact
that almost cvery private soldier fought
in the faith that his conduct was noted by
a **great cloud of witnesses " composed
of the noble dead in all the past time of
the natlon’s history. Indeed, to take from
the nation the faith in the enduring ex-
istence of the souls of their ancestors

would undermine the entire social and po-.

litical Tabric of tne national llife,
I

| In America at the present time, hun-
dreas are annually commiitting suicide be-
cause they can not face poverty or dis-
appointment i love, or even  parential
gcaldings and whippings which they so
richly deserve. By promises of big pay
and the allurementis of foreign travel at
the expensze of the Government, wWe are
making frantic efforts to add a ‘few thou-
gands to our small, depleted army.

A materialistle U tilitarianism, which @is-
credils, and even sneers at those moral
anrd religious ideals which have alwavs
been the mighty uplifting forces of the
race in history, is masquerading under
the title of * Pragmatism.,” and baa heen
upntil lately spreading widely among all
classes of the people.

But in Japan, although no cne can rfnn-
}fidenﬂy see how long it is destined to
last, this idealistic faith in the “sgqul™
would make 2 million men spring gladly
‘0 arms; gray-haired widows would axgain
' be committing suiclde because ithe law
Torbids their only sons to*go forth to die
Tor the couniry; and the eager strife fop
the trade of the Orient 'would for & time
be set cne Eid&

"Call it Ianat{cl.ﬂu i :.ﬂ:ru wﬂl, I:mt I am.
nraaﬂng tha qmesﬁun

lated nonsense that what we are accus- |

{ machanical devices;

'.r*ﬁhara they have lald Him "

-

E.nd io make nations
"truly great? _
GEORGE TRUMBULL LADD.,

New Haven, Oct. 3, 19510,

redaily strong and’

“ An Exploded Theory.” '

Tae the Editor of The New York Timresg:
NDOUBTEDLTY, some " wise man of
Gotham,’ or elsewhere, will take In
hand that weapon traditioned
“ mightler than the sword,"” and with cne

fell swoop decapltate the Edison-Marshall |.

amazing pronouncement printed in Sun-
day's TIMEE. _
Our inheritance of future Immortalily
has been so often Impugned, it seems
hardly worth while to haggle over a. con-
vicetlon one has to dle to confirm: but,
whila there are those apperently deprived
of the *“" right to call their soul their own,"”

l;lt is startling to be suddenly informed -

that such an asset does not, never has
belonged 1o us, or even existed. .
Certainly in respect o©of eclentific re-
search and erudition, there are countless
* individuals * more qualified to atiack
the assertlon than the writer, who, nev-
ertheless, is impelled to ** make a stab?*
at it. :

Has Mr., Edison “ solved many (or any)
problems for us ' other than of a purely
material natura? True, he has recognlzed
and utllized physical forces with prophetic
geniung; he has invented many marvelous
he has * cannecd
lightnfng ”’ and * embalmed the human
volee,”” but he hasa not answered the fun-
damental question nor unraveled the
“*masier Knot’ in the llne of his own
mogt profound investigation, He can gtats
to a nicety what electricity does, but he
cannot say what It 1s.'In a limited fashion
we have sensed the workings of the sow,
but what the soul !s we know noat.

Admitting that the bhrain may be likeneﬂ
to "a plece of meat-mechanism,”” and
that the will is the driving power, there
1s vet, In the final analysia, something as
indisputable as indefinable, back of it
gil—the * invisible commander”™ of the
“ agpregate of cells,”"” which constitutes
the. *individual.”™

Though not quitn of the “ gldest in-
habltants,’”” the undﬂrsigned has lived
sufficiently Iong to havo witnessed rapid
and remarkable revolutions in rellglous
thought. The werld s wilger and therefora
mora tolerant, Wae realize that geography
i3 responsible when we repeat the Nicene
creed instead of turning toward the East
and proclaiming * Allah s great and
Mohammed in Lkis prophet,'” and
chronology that wo acknowledge one God
rather than many gods. Every man is
free to prnﬁlalm fervently:

I know not whers His islanda 11t .
Their franded palma in air;
I only know I cannot drlft
Hovond His love and cate. ]

or conclude philosophically:

I sent my Soul through the Invisibla
Some letler of that After-life o apell;
And by and by my Soul return’'d to me,-
An%: aﬁl.!_l;:':e:rad. “I Myseif am Ieav'n &nd,
ell. R

There. are the enlightened who compre-
hend that the Truth ls eternal, and that
only our conception of 11:. variea; thers
are the Irightaned who 'repine,. * Thay
have taken away my Lord and I Kknow not

; there are
jyrigd angles from which our straining

, fear of dlssolution evolved the idea of a
soul, {3 an exploded theory in tlmes when
many human beings are 5o desperately

wedry they would -welcome anpylhilation
for the assurance of rest.

Eﬂ. all 1old, the writer, Insignificant and
fgnorant 'tls true, refuses to accept tho

gregation of cells,"”

let Bays:

" IWhat {9 man.
1f hia chief good and market of his time.
Ba but to aleep and feed! A beast, No more.
Bure, He that made us with such large dla-
p eOUrse,
Looklng before and after, gave us not
That capablilty and pgod-llkea reason
To rust in us unuysed.'*

Flotel Alberty N. Y. Cct

C. I. H.
Js. 1010,

Why Is It Amazing?
To the Edilor of The Nocw York Tines 2

Marahalls |

“ Thomas A. Edison in the foliowlng
Interview for the first time speaks to the
public onn the vital subjects of the human
soul and immortality. It wiil be bound to
bo & most fascinating, an amazing state-
ment from one of tho most notable and
interesting men of ihe age.’ -

A ™ fascinating statement * {t certainly
wag, coming from so able a source and
written by sSo ablo & pen, but why should
it “amaze ™ any intelllgent person that
Mn, IEdlson holds the - opinlons that he
doea? Are there any other oplnions that
would be consistent with his experience
and education, &nd does he not hold them
in common :with many .of the greatest
minda not only of this century, but of 311
ages?

The "amazing ** part, it EE-EIIEE io me,

Ehe New HJork Eimes
Published: October 9, 1910
Copyright © The New York Times

N'.TH.EI TIMES to-day I read the fallnw-’
ing under the signature of Edward'

 is that Mr. Edison is willing to give his
views
furor

doubtiless rage at his statements,

falths, especially 1f by so doing they are |

ultimatum that ** man is merely an £g-/ bound to Joggle the pedestal of some
propelled by a
"' pleca of meat-mechanism,'’ for as Hams- |

mythological bellef, unless in the words
of commerclalism * 1herﬁ is sumfzthing in
it L} ]

Mr. Edison does not need to preach

ieven the most intelligent faith; he can go

rizht on eating without telling any one

| svhat he thinks, but the fact that he has
i1 put himself on paper '™ so fearlessly is

certainly * amazing '"—delightfully so, In
fact—-now who else in hils rank and file

| will follow his example?

LURANA W. SHELDON..
New Tork,. Oct, 2, 1910,

A

“* Not Consoling to -the- Race.” +

oy
To the Editor of The New York Tinea:
HE NeEW Yorrg TIiueEs, in . its edi-

tion of Sunday, Oct. 2, 1910, pub-

A, Edlson, ihe grekat electigical wizard,

has a soul: that man s only a&n aggrega-
ful machine, &ec.
Thesa convictions, emanating from such

lessly in the posstbility that, after all,
he is but a living wmachine, and the,

the man [njured at the Kensington bhu-
seum by an umbrella, which injured only

—which, by the way, 1s ithe same buga-
boo which M, Edison brought out in
November, 18080—'"" Duesn't that prove that
{he, braln Is like & phonograph cylinder? ™
Perhapa when the great electriclan glves
morae study to the living)braln he may
astonisli the world by actually manu-
facturing one, and thus solve the prob-
lem which has baffled the glant intellects
for ages, puzzled specialists on mind and
matter—specialists In thelr Iine, as Afr.
Ydisgn 18 a speclalist on matiers elec-
trical.

Fdison {3 quoted as stating: * We are,
ia-.:a you know, made up, each part of us,
of millions of cells. These cells are not
'absolutely Independent, any more than
!yau. as an Individual living In New York
City, are independent. But each cell is
an individual, as you are an individual.
You are a part of the clty: each cell is
‘o part of you.”
Mo, we are not individuals; we are ag-
 gregates, made up of mighty little thinga.
| If & man bLbe a clty, then how infinitely
'more wonderful than an ordinary clty.
'New York requires & host of employes
to keep the clty clean; the body doeg
net. When repalirs are necessary, out-
side aid I3 necessary. When the body is
cut or brulsed it 1s. seif-healing, under
normal conditlons. The human body Is
like a city. It thrives under good gov-
ernment and auffers under bad, We
‘read somewhere that the human bady is
also a tﬁmple—the tﬂmplﬁ of the Holy
:Ghuut.

' ""uﬁ' with Hr "'Eﬂlsunl
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-to the world and take the petty
of undeveloped minds that will|supreme

in. which '.hE: iz reported to have stated ving machines, and that thelr
that he does not beijeve a lluman being were not like his phonograph records,

tion of cells and the brain only a wonder-

a part of his braln—i. e., the lower part,6 supplant
of the fold of Broca, and lost a language

* A merciful and loving Creator he con-
elders not to be belleved In. Nature, the
power, ne recognizes and re-
| spects, but does mot worship. Nature i:

Thia is not an age of martyrdom, and |NOt merciful and loving, but wholly mer.
few people will bother to expound thair clless and’ Ingifferent."

Along this llne 1t might he well for the
-reporter, after perusing Thomson's
.** Brain and Personality,' as suggested by
the Wizard, to also read, and read care-
fully, Prof. J. Arthur Thomson's work,
““ The Bible of Nature, from which Is
the following excerpt: |

“* L.et us make a curve of the ascent of
vertebrates from water to dry land, and
mark the positon of. the leading types
according to the degree of their bLrain
development, (which is generally o re-
llable indoex of structural progress.) As
the curyve ascends, we .find that the
plummet of merital affection, the in-

l world:

 tensily of parental care, the expression

of the gentler emotions, are all gon the
inerease.

« The natural conditions in which each is
said to be for himself are evidently not
antagonistic,™

The Interview withh JMr. Edison is m:-t

lishes an interview with Mr. Thomas consolilng to the human race, and those

who have believed they were more than
brains

ihiat, after all, morality and goodness
were splritual attributes, and that there
is an Intelligence hicher than human—
will have to hope that possibly Mr, Idi-

an eminent source, swould af first ap-|son ‘may be mistaken, as we believo he
pear to carry much weight, and cause was mistaken several yeare ago, when his
the poor layman’'s heart to sink hope- phonograph machine was advertised for

businesas purposes,
ing the circulars,

Stenographers, read-
became disecouraged,

brain, to use the great man's own report- and some were alarimed; but subsequent
ed words, after glving the {llustratlon of history has shown that (.

Edison was
his ecylinders,
brain,”” would
with  **living

mistaken 1 he belleved
“dust lke the human
stenographers
brains.""

EDTWARD MASON,

East Orange, IN. J., Oct, &, 1010,

__ " Soul Is in the Brain.”

To the Editor of The New York Times?
EING an ardent reader of your paper
I naturally am interested in its
contents, But the most interest-
ing article I've ever read was the one
written by Edward Marshall for Thomas
A, Edison.

As my ming is constantly working on
the subject of psychic research, I hbeg
leave to state I do not quite agree with
Mr. Edison. I {irmly belleve thiera is a3
supernatural belng, and I thoroughly be-
lieve of life after death, life in this same
that the soul reappears in the
shape of another body, and that the soul
ts in the brain. !

Contrary to the general idea that ani-
mals have only instinct, my theory is they
also have souls. Future reward and pun-
ishment seems to me to e yielded us in
the lifa to fallow. That iz why T make
what some call a remarkable statement
concerning animals.

Is there & heaven? No. Is the braln
immortal? Yes. And as I believe the
brain i{s in the soul so I believe when the
soul enters the new body it is the same
brain. At death we are relapsed into
uncansciousness long enough to forget the
past, Er.ud at the re.lncﬂrnatmn the recﬂnt

(tn .,!pﬂms-paragmph of- thi*hud:.r

.T'.'r : .:’-. e

born. hﬂ.ha s tha sime hrain with- & new
. ADELE _{&LlLETTL. a
I'Taw Yorl:. -Oot. ‘B. 1910,



