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Mr. E. G. Lallernand.

LAMOST ihe eniire arca of the great
playground of Central Park, sit-

- )
uated near its northeast corner angd

fronting Central Fark West above TFifty-
ninth Street, is given over to children.
Interspersed with them there are some
adults—baseball playvers in Spring and
Summer and football cnthusiasts In the
‘autumn and early Winter—but, for an
that, to the casual looker-on the place is
distinctly a children’s playground.

Yet if the looker-on takes somewhat
more than a casual look he may sece one
plot, tucked away in,

snen with snow-white hair are at play—

old men a2s enthusiastic as any one of the|

voungsters—and who look upon their
leours of play in the park as not only a
pleasure but a necessity.

“” 'These old men are members of the
‘iUnion Croquet Club, which has played
croquet on ihe Central Park playground

for a quarter of a century. Some of them g

.are charter members of the club. From
early in April to late in December of
cach year for twenty-five years there
never has been a day that a croquet
. game has not been in progress amonsg
members of the club in that self same
corner of the playground.

Every morning a man in the employ of
-the club setz up a lot of wickets and
arranges some strings about the plot of
ground in a manner that means something
to players, but looks very abstruse and

. spexplicable to a rank outsider. Then the
man gocs back to a storehouse near the

playground and reappears wlith some
camp chairs, which he arranges on the

g near the wickets. Then he sticks
up behind the chairs several handsomse
blue and gold banners lettered *° Union
" Cronuet Club.’” e b et b -
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a corner of the big,
playground, where instead of children old!
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Mr. Leash.

Snapshots of Well Known

ith 1that grand final touch all is ready®.

for another day in the club’s history.

As soon aa the wickets are up and the
strings arranged and the banners proudly
flving the early birds among the club’s
members begin to drop around, eager for
a. game. The club possesses six croquet
sets, every onc of which gets, active serv-
ice Twhile the season lasts. It is in the
afternoon that the grounds are most ani-
mated in appearance. The daily average
of members who play in the afternoon is
twenty-flve. Among the most enthusiastic
are some of the club’'s oldest members,
who may be seen in the park on any fine
nfternoon—or even In doubtful weather,
for their enthiusiasm for thc game is im-
mense—with their hats off and thelr
<leeves Tolled up, with not a thought for
anvthing but croquet.

The oldest member of all is Mr. Oscar]
Purdyv. He has been an actlve player for
as long a tlme as any one in the club can
remember.

“ How old §s he?” Iinquired the re-
porter, :

““ Eighty-tive,” |
proudly. _ |

** Goodnesg, why I thought Mr. Purdy'
wasg at least a hundred years old!* ex-!
claimed another member. |

But, whether his age is elght-flve or
one hundred, his game doesn't show it.
Day after day his actions on the croquet
field make many a younger player sit up
and take notice. And thers are a number
of other players {n the club who have
passed the sixty-five mark, but play like
hale and hearty youths,

Each member pays annual dues of £2,
which is largely expended in keeping the
ground in condition and paying the man
who looks cut for the wickets. The club
sccunieg Jts eorner of tie playgronni
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answered somebody

Mr. James Grace and Mr. Taylor.
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The Union Croquet Club Has Plaved There ior a
Quarter of a Century--Its Oldest Active

Player Is Eighty-Five.

vear In year out by speclal arrangement
with the Park Commlissioner.

Recently Mayor Gaynor strolied over to
the croquet ground while several exclting
matches were going on and looked on
with the critical eye of a connoisseur.
The Mayor is by no means a stranger to
the game, being a member of a younger

organization in Brooklyn similar to the

.
LN

Tnion Croquet Club, which meets in view, but so far nothing has been done.

Progpect Park. However, the croquet players seem to en-
The Mayor told members of the club, joy themselves hugely every day, in

that he would see to it that their grounds spite of the somewhat hummocky con-

were bhetter taken care of by the park: dition of their park corner.

authoritiecs. And they'ro very proud of the game
“ A croquet ground,” one of the members! they play.

explained, ‘‘should be 1like a bllliard’ ‘It is what is known as tight croquet.”

table.”” Tho Mayor fully agreed with this]thus ene cof them enlightened the re-
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Mr. John H. Welsh.

Players on the Ground of the Union Croquet Club at Central Park.

ceiontine
" OoNn

porter, ‘ which 1is ithe 71eal, s
came-—not thao vue conimoniy played
lawns in this country.”’

«« What are the leading characteristics

of tight «<¢roquct?’™ was respectifully
asked. )
““3Why, vou see, il i playved not with

swooden balle. but with balls of vulcanized
rubber, i special kind of heavy maliet.
and steel-covered wickeils. The bLalls cost
&1t for a set of four. One of the vrin-
cipal rules is that a player must play fav
thoe first avch just the same as he plays
for the others, irom behind the stake.
There Is no requeting.”™

Tovery year the ciub holds a {ouriiamso it

on its Centrial Park grounds, which lasts,
ithe |

for about three weeks., This year
prizes for which the members strove were
two pastel sketches made by S. K. I'cin-
Bbrool;, an artist who is an enthusiastic
member of the club.

Mr. Pembrook intends to offer a silver

cup as the prize in the Spring tournament
i 41y on i line with the middie wicket and

of 1811

Previous
playground, twenty-five years ago,
of the club's members used to play in o
vacant lot in Iiarlem. .Among ine players
who founded ihie club and were active in
fts tournamentis and daily informal games
was Dr. llughes, father of Charles X.
Hughes, ex-Governor of New York.

The club’'s members, beine really scien-
titic crogueteers--if such swverd ®ay be
coined—are extremcly particular about the
mallets they use. DMost of them have
these mallets speclally made for them
according to their own specifications. The
mallets are much heavier than the or-
dinary croguet mallet.

T'or about ten years, or until the time
that the Majestic Theatre was Dbullt in
Columbus Circle, the Union Croquet Club
played.-all Winter on the lot at Fifty-
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Mr. Henry ¥eil.

cighin Surect and Figithh Avende. The
club huedl permission to use the ground
from its owner, the late Johin C. LLno.
Tao courts were laid out on the lot. gach
wiill w border of heavy six-inch planke
ing, atitached to whichi were lieavy rub-
ber bicyelo tires. which rmade a cushion
cimilar 1n that o billiard tabdles.

The ciub in those davs employed a man
to cicar awayv tiie snow irom thie lot
after each snowstorn. I was one ¢f ths
sighits of the city in mid-Winter to seo
croquel games in progross on dirt couris,
about them on

with snow banked hign

il sides.

It it rained the man would cover ihe
cround with sawdust \When the rain

stopped, the sawndust would bho stacked
away in barrels for use on anoiher ralny
day. _

The couirts used by the Union Club now

are St feet long. A boundary line sur-
rountds eachh court and wihen a ball is
driven out of the court it is Dbrougzht

piaced twelve inches iuside the boundary
linc.

Qi1 as the Union Crocuet Club is, It
muet vield th:e palm of age to the Brook-
1y Croguet Club, which has been playing
in Prorpect Park since 1876. Its Dest
plaver is Dr. George J. . Wardenbers.
He plaved elght years ago against Mr.
John M. Welsh, founder of the Union
Croquot Club, for the champlonship ot
New Yorlt and Brooklvn. 1Vardenbersg
won to 2, after three hours of strenu-
gus play, before two thousand spectators.

Among the well-known plavers who are
frequently seen on the grounds of the
TUnion Croquet Club, Central -Park, are
Mr. ¥E. G. Lallernand,  Mr. leash, Mr
James Grace, Mr. Taylor, Mr. John H.
Welsh, and Mr. Henry-XKeil, —— o,
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