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FOURTEDN LINES IN THE WRITING OF NAPGLEON ON MILITARY ORDF /[
WITH HIS SIGNATURE, JULY 3. 1803. 2

YTl <
HE story of autograph coillecting

in Engiand and Amerieca s ¢nter-
tainingly 12id in & hociz entitled

‘“* Chats on Autegraphs,” by Al

AI. Broadley, anr IEnglishiman, just pub-
Lished fn 4merica by the FFrederick Al
Stokes Company. Peonle who do not
Ehow mucit about this fascinatuing pur-
sult have an idea that it is signatures

whicih collectors try to get. Dr. Broadley
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bezins his book by exploding that idea:

“*Those who deliberaiely cui signature
from important letiers are in reality th
enemies bothh of the

and thi2 historian.

3 the conscquences) brinas
w1 punicirment, for detachod
ainiest worthicss,

azn a dealer was offersd
unine sicrnstures of Samauel
owr.er naively remarking
had cut threm from the lelters
roubie.” Ax a matter of fact L
ourse o a few seconds, de-
value of Liig property to tae
Iener T

have feicned from £105
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*+ is tii2 nm1an !
pretense, 10

e clever
of real inierest and im-

unesnscicus  victim.
T have carcfully |
these pisus
at the |
politival. llierary, d=
ing Tzil into an ail 1092

- |

“*atchned the ope
fra-:ds,
ease with i
grtistic celedri
Ltranzsparent tra
** Portrait
esiimates o persons
grave theoiogians ars i
{fnieo discuzsions o

faitny and Delief
Mr. Chamberisin ara
on bpurning proaucig !
venerabie sritizis like Jolin Tenniet
ready 1o furnish two

conecs for the mere ask-

]
all

hien

imposiors
aquestions of
cintesmen like
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cixhrTeen-fifties " a swindler
IPico=it acnuired a really
autogranihs by owriting
cine, MMontalems-
‘n witicn he
Lo gdious race of the
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miceditiited

i eore diztraxs for
advicel

e sent him ten closely writ-
carne~y anpeal, and Chari=s
i ~ e at Bouloznn,
e wiles of * Ji-
was finally unmasked by

caroucsing with

a

Jules wihiie .
individual wrote
he was sorcly
over ithar siates-
i race course. Rose-
rttor in which he said:

s recards my own nosi-
iine I.eagiie, Libel'al‘
on the ground itha

YLord

"601'3' el

Tt is s
tion towa
candidates av
Liberals are opposced to =EDPOTL and thc_—n.
on the other hand, the Non-Conformist
Consvcience fires a broadside into him for

what is ihouzht to be too much allied
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This letier -~was pPronipuls s:c:ld_ fr a
crown.. But MMr, Broaaiey s best stury on

this head is as {follows!

“eyir. Ruskin's teotal lack of s;cmp.ath;.’
with the autograph-hunier was nolorious.
Yla was also known 10 entertaiz} a stro‘l.zg
gntipathy to a certzain conventicie. The
following response 10 2 demand for sub-
. very churacteristic

scription elicited
nromptly converted into

',"

reply, which was

ten pounds:
I am scornfuiiy amused at your ap-
ecal to me, of all people in the world,
the precisely less ligely 10 give you &
Tarthing. 3JIy first word to all men
and boys Wwho care 12 helr me 1s, Don't
Starve aund go e heaven

ut den't borrov.. ITy first bezging —

I éon't mind, if it's really ncedful,
stcaling.  Eut don't buy things You

can't pay for. aAnd of all manner of
debtors, picus people building caurciied
they can't PRV 101" are the most aetesi-
able nonsensa to me. Can’t you preach
gnd prayv ochind inae heyges;—-or in a
sand-pit—or a coal-hcie Lrse? .
And of all manner of churches tius
(diotically buili, iron churches arc wuic
.@damnablest 1o me.  And of all sects of

believers in ruling =piri.—Tiindoos,
Turks, IFeatiier Idolaters. and any

ATunebo-ivmbo. Lox and J7ire \Woranip-
pers, your modersi IZngliish m‘.'ang:(_:m__-iu
ceet is the most absurd, and endrely
objectionable and unendurable 1o mne.
A1l which theyr might very casily have
found cout from my Dooks—any otner
sort of scot would—before botiering e
to write to thaemm,  Iover, itovertheless,

: i ihis sastihe, voufr faiihiful
nd 1 all ilhis sainig, }'Olfr'f"l'li. )
Eervaini. JOHN RUSKIN.

Ife quatcs from George W. I Ilussell

auloLirapn
Vandalism i

enrnlarge [

wiicide and ]

tol

| killeG in 2 due!l in May, 1

ancedote:
other litide

MRS B ng

the foilowing
Teellike many
Alexander of
pocket-1unney
Jeiter tu his

hoyvs, Prince !
Batienvergy ran short of |
wrote  an  inzenious |
t grandimother, Queenl

aud

o ray bt
‘-\."l.-—,‘.>:‘_

Victoria, asking for some sligiit pecuni-
prv. assistance. e received iu return a

just rebuke, telilug him that little boys
should Lkeep witidin their Ilimits and that
he mus: walil ! his allowance next be-
came due.

eShortiy afterwards the undefeated 1lit-
t1s Prince resumicd e correspondence
in someililng like the following form:
‘Aly deuar grandmama, I am sure you
will be gZiad to know that I need not
trouble you for &ny money just now, for
J sold your last letier {o another Loy!
here for thirty shillings. '
-Thier prices paig for autographs forms

ltne signature of Eutton Gwinnett—other

ope o0f tihe most interesting subiects
treaied of by 2ir. Broadley. Some of
the thinge he tells must seem incompre-

hensible 10 those who are not collectors.

<

* a

’
PRI ardfare), %, M ;—ﬂ-d-o

&E}Q,Maoﬁw b ;,l 5

“sf',&-r.‘.'- PGy

o,

-

Llleepinge S
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ONE PAGE OF A.L\3, OF QUEEN VICTORIA TO MER ELDER DAUG

AGED SIX, OCTOBER 21, 1530.
{By perm!sslon of Harper Brothers.)
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FROM
THB PRELUDE OP * GERONTIUS,” Ms.

¥%, 's.'x EDWARD ELCAR, SEPTEMIER, 1600,

For instance, this about Gladstone's let-
ters:

‘“*There was a4 demand for them once,
but at the present moment, ky the irony

fate, an average Gladstone letter

tches less than cne of his wife.”
Fie mentions a sale at whiech an auto-
cgraph of John IKeats brought £500 (82,500).
A letter of Nelson to Lady Hamiiton was
gold in 12035 for £1,030. Charles Lamb auto-
grapns, on tiie oinrter hand, range irom
z+ to £10 in price. One of Stanleyv's sold
ior a shilling.

One of his instances gives an Idea of
the change in the estimation In which
mucsicians, ariists, and actors have come
to be held by the public In lesg than a
century:

“On Dec. 17, 1997, four-and-twenty let-
ters of Ludwig van Beeithoven were sold
at Sotheby’'s for 660, notwithstanding the
fact that the autographs of musleciansg,
artists and actorg are not ¢ven mentioned
Dy the chronicler of prices in 1827!"

In discussing American autographs Mr.
Broadiey says:

“To nine-tenths of my lay readers the
mention of DButton Gwinnetie, who was
777, and Thoras
Lynech, drowned at sea in the same faterul
vear, wiil probaly have no particular sig-
Lification. Let me tell them that if they
could discover a flne autograph letter,
culy signed. of either of these kicners of
the Declaration of American Independ-
€nce, they may consider themseives pro-
vided for for life. anad far richer than the
cwners cf red and biue * Post Office Mau-
ritius.” * IIawaiian blues,” or other price-
less rariora dear to the volaries of phi-
lately !

The reason is that collecting complete
sets of autographs of the sicners of the
Declaration of Independence is a cult in
America, and that the letters of Gwinnett
and Lynch are the rarest (o get of all
tne fifty-=ix irmmortals. They seecm to
have written hardly any that were pre-
scrved. ‘" Some collectors," says DMr.
Breadley, “ spend their lives in the per-
retual quest of these unfindable auto-
graphs.” Only tweniv-two known signa-
tures of Gwinnett's are extant. In this
connection Mr. Broadley telis the follow-
ing story:

‘“ The earliest American collector, Israel
K Tefft, was called from Savannah to
the estate of a gentleman resident near
that city. Having lo wait, ho wandered
cn the lawn, under the ceypress and tho
jasmine, and, perceiving a scrap cof paper
bleswing about, he carelessly picked {t
up.

‘““To his joyvous astonishment he found
that it wag a draft on the Treasury of
Georgia, dated 1777, ordering certain pay-
ments, and sizned by PButton Gwinnett!
Though Mr. Tefft was the first autograph
collector in America, and had begun ope-
rations as early as 1815-20, in Savannah,
he nad, until that tour, never cven secen

than that appearing upon fac similes of
tne Declaration of Independence.

*“ After transacting his business, he ex-
nibited his fingd to his client, and said
that he would gladly take the paper in
place of money for his services. The gen-
tleman generously presented him with the
paper and aiso paid him."

Another story thet is enough to tear
the heart of anybhody with the true collect-
ing fever:

** George Washington at his death lert
Iis correspondence neatly arranged and
fiied. His widow, however, burned the
whole of the letters she had ever reocelved
from the first President of the United
States! This is almost the greatest known
dectruction of valuable autograph matter.

‘“‘From hig first love-letter, penned in

BAPRS SIGNED BY

dlas gons $02nra

NS § wa st tes Wige T Lom WS
T AL WC yrw sy st M Masalh m Ponws e
bed "l & wmgun W b Laars) gt e
IR Sy B [PPSR
Mt VgL - eyt 180 o P ML et qealhbA chon
VPP S PE LR
Vet W and ot aamy & Byt -:'.-h b
[ o2 12T Tofeatve, s A0 My q wmb Ve P .-
Lt lnimt s Chg d hulgama bt oo Y.
re % Sithaly Wit b s b A Fe

\ - skt ous butirb, Ko ez *‘ﬂ @"“M
-~ “‘ﬁn'f‘h u‘u!ghqﬂhicst\ﬂ!.

-y o \-T l-&.-h-ww =4 ol Poam !J-
\:n-\u l.-pql. Yo alenys ::J’
. | M e, et bty ::}
- : a7
M 1 \ - -
2, D - o>

L} -.._.- . -:.h- -

HEUSTRATED LETTER 27 W, %, THAUKENRAY FIIOA GLAROINY
(In the collectinn of AUr. Frank Sablny

TUE TAST PAGE OF GEORGE WASHINGTOY'S SPLENDID.A.L.S., NOW PUBLISHED THROUSH THE
OF MR. T. C.’$. CUYLER.
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Treasure That Is Sometimes Worth Thousands

Dollars and How It Is Obtained---Ingenious Tricks
Played on Public Men---Finds in Ash-Barrels.

Part of an IlNustrated Letter on Free
Trade by Richard Gobden.
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PAGE OF OR. JOHNSON'S DIARY KECONDING HIS (HMPWISTZONS OF STONUENEINGE,
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“THE SIGNATURE AND WRITING OF BUTTON

ol

WHICH FETCHED 7,000 DOLLALS

THE LAST PAGS OF THE LETTER OF THOMAS LYNCH, JUN., ONE OF THE AMERICAN ‘' §ISNBRE"

., .

correspondence during the fatal Braddocki when the Tories lelt this clty in 1783 someg

paners to Halifax,
Seventy-rive years later a friend
who is a
great collector, called on a man in Hall-

'campalgn, his homely domestic instruc-
tions to the chatelaine of Mount Vernon,
to his war letters, in which he opened hig
heart and there recorded the true history
of the American war, she had preserved
all, which now went Into the fire; and
£100,000, on to-day’'s valuation, and price-
less American historical data, went up 1n
smolge!

All the papers of Major André were In
New York at thoe time of hils trial, Dbut

one toolk the
Scotla.
of Dr. Thomas JNAddis Emmet,

fax. Says Mr. Broadley:

tered the kiichen he found
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** Receiving no response to his ring, he
walked through the house, and as he en-
his 1friend
Iricking.the last of a heap of musty, faded
papers into the fire, on an open hesartl.

Leaplng over several great oaken chests,

Vinginia, to the young Widow Custis, hls

Ehe New Hork Eimes
Published: October 23, 1910
Copyright © The New York Times
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AUTOGRAPH OF HINRY VIL, KING OF ENGLAND (1436-1509)
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the visitor saved seven or elght docu-
ments, several already scorched, from the
Names.

** The gentleman of Halifax explained
that he nceoded "tiie chests, which his
crandfather had deposited in their garret,
nnd so burned the papers. Those saved
were autogranh documents of Andrs—and
the New Yorker gave them to Dr. Em-
met, in whose collection they now are.
André's writings In America are exceed-

ingly scarce.
After the Federal defeat at Bull Run in
1861, when Washington was overcrowd-
>d with soldiers in need of temporary

juarters, this incident happened:
‘““ A lady, in passing through a corridor,

-~

- _ — N
obcerved an oifficer urging Llis meon (o
roll away inio an ijacong marsn great
barrels, dusty and stained withh age, out
of which protruded ancicnt papers. Sine
paused. and thinking of L. Koammet's
collecilon, she begged loave to il her

pocliets withh documents,

** Those which she so saved were found
to be priceless—being correspondence of
1776-1783, and among her finds was
long letter from Beniamin Franklin, daled
at Passy, Irance, fthe Aaneries?
Revolutionary War. Later inguiries dis-
closed the fact that, alter the Ilritizn
viectory at Bladensburg, JMMaryviand, the
secretaries oif the Federal Goverinient
had nastily paelkked these archives in var-
rels and carried thomn to =afery betore

Jduitihng

the Diritishh forees huad toaken Washington
City, in the War of I<12. Upon their
return thoese precious panpcers hod beein

left in the Capitol unitl ruthlessiy tuessed
out in 186L.”

Another heart-breaking sinry:

“It was only seventy agzn that
a dealer in INungerfood Market, named
Jay, purchased at L7 a ton a Jarge acceu-
mulation of waste paper from the Soin-
erset llouse aunthorities. By the merest
accident it transpired that among the
manuscripts thus unceremoniousiy treateg
were Exchequer Qitice Accounts of the
reign of Menry \'11‘.. Scoret Service Ac-
counts <igned by Elcanor Gewynne, and
Wardrobe Accounts of Queen ISlizabeth.

voars

“ Several bundies of
sold hy Jav {o 4 I'leet Street confeclioner,
and turned into jelly before any suspiclon
arose as to their
poriancc.

It was seventeen vears later than
In 1857, that tarce hundred tons o! pa-

pers, including the
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parcanionts were:

possible vailue cor im-

records of the Indian .
Navy, went from the old India Ilonso to.

the papecr mill, Comparatively rew of
the Jayvy manuscripts wero recovered, tor
three tons of paper which remained un-,

touched weie accidentally burned.”

One of the most amusing stories in Afe. .

Broadlev's book ig this:

** The late IMr. Frederick Earker told
me he was ohce asked as an autograpilie
expert to advise a well-known noblemean,

GWINNETT, THZ RAREST AUTGGRAPH OF_THEZ ''5iGNERS” ﬁ
R st T -

Lord H., who said he had a bundle of
letrers written by one of the Popes in his
pessesgion and desired to ascertzin thelr
value, but as they were merely signed ‘A
Pope,” he did rot know whicia of the Holy
I"athers was responegible for them!

‘“* Alr. Barker of ceoursa ldentified the
‘hard of Twickenham'® as their auithor.
They were bound up under his supervision,

‘and fatchied over 22, but still tae o

was 1ot quite satisfied: ™’

In 1608 Frank Sabin purchased at an
autocraph sale Nelson's memorandum to
the fleet on the eve of Trafalgar, in which
he fareshadowed the plan of attack which
he afterward carried out., JIr. Sabin paild
ta. 00 Lfor it.

A newsnaper controversy at once arcsa
on the of the transaction. Pub-
lic attention was forcibly directed to
the supreme imporiance of the document,
and an effort waz made tn secure it for
it nation, Alr. Sabin most generousiy
offerivg to seil it to the authorities at
cost price. The moveiment to acquire it
fell through owing to the Impossibility
of obtaining a grant-in-aid.”

B. 37, Woollan came to the rescue and
offered to buy it for the nation, stipu-
lating that it should remain in his pos-
segsion during his lifetime and *“ be ac-
cessible 10 the publie in the Town Hall

gubject

al Tunbridge Welis.”” This was agraed
tv. Woolian Is now dead and the docu-
nyent s in the XNational collection,

In 1000 there were sold in London thres
Iettors in the handwriting of Louis NVITL,
(known in 1801, when they were written,
gz {2 Comie de Lille) In which he tried
to win Bonaparte, thenr Tirst Consul, over
1o his cruse. The letlers wore writien to

tiie Abbe de dAlosntesquient, who was the

go-between., In the first of the series
{dated Wars=aw-, QAarch 22, 1801) ZTY,ouis
congratulates himseld on e ideax which
has prompted Lim to take the initiative
in the matier Ie writes as follows: '

“Buouanuarte {2 to-dur the wmreatest of
OUr COonniry’s seldicrs Ple will be her
savieur, A the Father of the French it
1 tor sme to muiake 1he Tirst advaiice
voR ¥ 1 oehavge vou 1o collnnmicste to

Nim the following nrpapions,
aijon of tire monupreiy

exlstence of the republic
its {mpor=ibilitz: the
France are absirace

The restor-
neocossary: the
has only proved
oniyv republicans in
reasoners, faddists,

i

e’
In

Sy

a last and final memorandum he

¥
When T apreal to Buona arte, dno X
FO merely to marehh over the bodies
ol the dead? I glory huae 2losen him to

Yy
)

a0

restore the monarchy, let glory be the
Withess of my enwagemonis. ™

At the same  timie e encrgetically
denies the allegation that he has evep
encouraged or approved any project for

the assassination of the ¥irst Consul.

Tho I1Sarl t'rawienrd has this year
nurchased for his collection a letter from
Nuapoleeon, only @ part of whicii has aver
appeaved in print. It was  written on
Shiey b, T8N, when the treaty of Amiens
was about to be torn up, JMr. Broadley
gives the letter In full, with the following
transiation

N

- I
-

' . St. Cloud, 4%
I a:mn in receipt of your letier swhich
Witk wiveon me at dMalmaison. I desire
th:e the contereinnce should not end in
fale words, o c¢oid In your demeanor
—~hanughiy and v need Le proud. I
tiie note contains the word uliimatum,

;e Lim Teel that thiz word means wapr,
alick tinit this manner od negotiatin

s 1hiat of. &4 superior to an inferior: i
the note does not contain thiis word ses
that ho uses it caving that we must
roally know where woe are, that we are
weary of tais state of tension and that

they will never obtain »om us what
they obtaied In the 1ast years of
the Bourbons, that we are no longer

the people to receive a Comimissioner
at Dunkirik and that the ultimatum
once delivered  everything  will  he
hrolken off., F¥rigitell him as to the
conseguence of this acet on his part; it
he iz unwavering take him to your
drawing room anrd as he is onu the point
of lecaving say to hiim, ** But the Cape
and tihe Isle of Gorgée, are thev evacu-
ated” ' Tlen towards the end of the
interview tone down matters a little,
and =zugge=t his comiing back before
wiiting (o hiis t'ourt. so that yvou may
be able to tell him the inipression
which the conference has made upon
me, and that it could be sofiened by
the assurance of the evacuation of
these places. .



