The Game Elevates

American Character---It Bring&s
Into Play the Emotional and

Moral as Well

Physical
Man’s

By EDWARD MARSHALL.

IS face is that of a Greek hero,
his manner that of a Church of
Enegland Bishop, when I talked
with him he was a candidate

for United States Senator from Califor-
nia, and he is the father of the great-
est sport the world has ever known.

You don’'t know him? 7You are un-
fortunate. ‘There are in the TUnited
Btates at least a millilon men who do
gand who will yell at sight of him. I sm
vwriting now of A. G. Spalding, and he
taiked to me, the other evening, of the
game’'s psyvchology.

‘““ The psychology of baseball?’ he
said thougntfully. *“ I confess that the
‘ psychology of baseball’ is a new ons
on me.

The Mind and the Game.

“1 take {t that you are trylng to
find out what effect the game has on
the mind, and what effect the mind has
on the game, The general impression
among those who do not know, and, al-
though there are several million people
in tbhis country who do know, still, there
remain a few who don’'t, is that base-
ball is simply a form of physical exer-
cise which 1Is interesting to watch and
to take part in. Those who have played
 the game know well that It is more—
- much more. They know that it is quite
as much a mental as it iIs a physical
exercise.

‘““ As a matter of plain fact, it is much
more a mental exercise than a mere
physical sport. There is really no other
form of outdoor sport which constantly
demands such accurate co-ordination
between the mind and body as this INa-
tional game of ours. Angd that is rather
fine, when you come to think about {t.

‘* Baseball elevates, and i fits the
American character. The emotional and
moral as wzll as the phqual side of a
man’s nature are brought into play by
baseball. I know of no other medium
which, as completely as baseball, joins
the physical, mental, emotional, and
moral sides of a man's composite being
into a complete and homogeneous wholse,
And tihere is nothing better calculated
than baseball to give a growing boy

self-polse. and self-relilance, confidence,-

inoffensive and entirely proper aggres-
siveness, general manliness. ,Baseball
{s 2 man maker. .

““* Of course the professional baseball
player is the one known to the non-
playing public; he attracts attention
thrc::&h_ his superior talent, just as a
great actor or a great singer does; but
a great actor or great singer may start
1zte, while & baseball player cannot. 1
do not believe there is a single player
in the major leagues who had not dem-
onstrated a peculiar fitness for the
game, and mada a reputation as a skill-
ful playver among boy assoclates, be-
fore he was fourteen.

“ Yes; certainly the game has {ts
psychology—a part of the fine, healthy,

undegeneratas psychology of the whole'

INation. Thbe professional
player is no thug, trained to brutality

like the prizefighter, no half-developed |
little creatu~c I¥ke the jockey, no cruel!

coward vine cne bullfighter. He is the
natural development of the American
boy’s inborn love of manly, skillful,
outdoor sport—sport busying brain and
body and not harming any one or any-
thing. The average boy who loves base-
bal}] is not the sort of boy who loves to
8o off with a gun intent on kiliing some
poor bird. Baseball has done a lot to

keep the Yankee lad from being brutal.
"~ % Angd he revels in baseball, does this
American boy—good Iuck to him! No
one ever has {0 urge the normal Yankee
Iad to participate in this clean game,
- Ee takes to it as a duck to water. He
mws 3.*.3 ru:iiments bgfore "he learns.
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Nature.

{0 read and write. His father played
baseball before him, and, of this gen-
. eration, most of his forefathers. And
it is a sport which parents may encour-
age, for it is nelther dangerous nor de-
[ moralizing.

** The professional baseball player is
doing more for his native country than
any one engaged in any form of sport
has ever done for any country in the
past. They say horse racing has re-
sulted in improvement in horsa breede-
ing:; well, baseball, has done something
better, it has resulted in improvement
in man breeding. Aside from giving
outdoor recreation to the public, the
professional baseball player is, by his
example, encouraging the boy to
healthy sport with which not one un-
pleasant feature is connected. Little
gambling is associated with basgaball.
When the game first started as a pro-
fessional sport there was an effort

features which beset the race tracks—

say, 1870, the gamblers ‘practically had
control of our professional baseball.
ring. This made decent people stay
a Jow ebb. Every error made -was
charged to crookedness upon the pla.y-
er’'s part, and not always, probably,
unjustly. William Hulbert of Chicago
had become interested jn the game, and
I explained this all to him. 1 was
actually afrald the game would have
to go. He wanted me to take my win-
ning club on from Boston to Chicago,
and I told him that I would §f he’d
clean out the gamblers, and not othere
wise. He sald he’d try, and he did try,
to mighty good effect. That saved the
, same, undoubtedly, and in the Winter
(of the following vear the National
League was organized, and has been
 getting more and more important to the
 life of all America with the passage of
each day since then.

Gambling Driven Out.

“ The elimination of the betting evlil
was the cornerstone of thae success of
baseball as an exhibition game. The
fight against it was a. fierce one, lasting
four or five years. Then we triumphed,
and the cleanest game on earth had
been established. No betting, no Sun-
day playing, no liguor sold upon the
grounds! It wwas a revolution In the
| world of professional sport.” Baseball
i is the only game which suits the mighty
populace and yet i{s wholly freas from
ties to bind it to the gambling and the
ilquor selling element, whose aim it is
to victimize that populace.

““ That's part of its psychology—it is
clean-souled. Another and important
part of it is that it i{s & leveler. That
makes it, in the truest sense, American.
It is almaost, 1f not exactly, the same
'game in all parts of the United States,

jand nowhere is it cursed by caste.
Caste may not wreck a sport in coun-
trles where caste dominates the social
life, but it would surely wreck baseball

in this country. That’s the finest thing
about baseball. Its spectators, once

eyes upon the diamond, are absolutely
equalized by their delight in what they
see. The hod-carrier, if his seat so placed
| him as to make it possible,
' ba pretty apt, in case of a good play,
to beat the President upon the back, in
his enthusiasm, with a cushion or his
hat, and the President would almost
surely turn and grin at him. X don’t

Fits the]

made to saddle i1t with all the gambling

Every baseball park had its betting offended

away, and interest in the game fell to' ' thing.

' of the game would meet with instant

Iknov'v that that has ever actually hap-

pened, but I have known a workingman
in jumpers to so lose his memory of
social and financial and Dolitical rank
agto. blf.f thHus a.“g?’é.fra.qa‘;ator. .
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'Teddy himself werse playing and made

friends he possessed upon the bleachers.

thay settle in their seats and glue their

would .

g"was does, overmaster “the

a fine and a significant spectacle, be- | another.

i cause—note this—the Senator was not
pool selling and all—and from 1870 to,'

offended. He couldn’'t clear his mind
. of frantic joy in time to be offended,
and, better yet, he would not have been
if he could have cleared {t.”

Right here I ought to explain some-
This Interview was quite a
fa.mlly affair. Across the room from

me sat Mr. Spalding’'s nephew—a young
sclentist—and at my right,
couch, was Mrs. Spalding. She is8 a fit

band. She i8 really very handsome, has
a notably delightful voice—soft, cul-
tured, vibrant—and she does what the
“advica to wives’” departments {n the
women’s magazines always urge young
wives to do; she takem an interest in
her husband’s soul-enthusiasms. In-
terest? Well, some.: \

Two Cranks in a Family.

“ Men at baseball games, all men at
baseball games, are brethren, equal
sharers in whatever joy or woe or pro-
test the great game may bring,” saild
she. *“ And utterly {irreverent. Ban
Johnson,  the old President of the
league, was sitting near us in the stand,
and a man wanted to make a photo-
graph of him. DIid the crowd sit awed
and reverant? INot notably. That
crowd admired Ban Johnson and, in a
way, revered him, but the camera man
was an obstruction. What a cry went
up! ‘Too much Johnson! Too much
Johnson!’ roared instantly unto the
vaulted heavens..

Mr. Spalding smiled at her. “Two
cranks In a famlily means domestle
bliss, if they are both baseball cranks,*”
he commented, thereby adding to his
exposition of the game’'s nsychology.

‘“ Any one who blocked a ocrank’s view

criticism,” he said proudly. ‘“ And If

an error he’'d be roasted by the best

* But, in spite of this, baseball is the
most good-natured pastime i{n ' the
world., Partisana will rave and tear
their hair, but how often do you hear

that one of them has torn anothers[

hair on baseball grounds? In the his-
tory of the world no such great c¢rowds
have gathered to watch anything the
world has ever known-—sport or any-
thing else—with so few fights. Baseball,
you see, arousas no brutal instincts, It
{s a turmol! rather than a battle. It s
more & war of skill than & war of
strength. Football often breeds fierce
fights. That game calls for heavy
muscles, don’t you see, ag well as skill,
and I shall dare some critics when I
say that football science 1s less delicate
than: ba.seba.ll science._ -Brute, strength

upon =a!rection.

. can see what happens on the field, but
mate for her classically featured hus-|every

in one’ fogtball player;’ can,; ‘and- ‘often:
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A. G. SPALDING.

In baseball this could not
possibly occur.

The One Game in the Open.

“The game 1is in the open, too.
Twenty thousand people can cluster
round a diamond and see every mova
the baseball players on it mmake. There
is no chance for secret cheating, there-
fore there is no tendency in that di-
It is not alone the umplire who

nowsboy, every millionaire,
among the spectators. In football
there is often chance for hidden fouls,

* Professionalism has not wrecked
baseball—it has merely brought about
& hilgher degrea of skill In players by
offering them an income which permits
them to keep up, after they have be-
come men, the sport In which thay have
excelled as boys. The professional is
merely a grown boy, and, in the minds
of a large number of his fellows, a very
lucky boy at that. His profession Is
his sport a little glorified. He is the
natural outcome of the boy’'s love for
the game—ah, how that same boy
loves itl

‘““ And 1t 18 the only professional gport
I know of which it does not hurt.a boy
to revel In. He worships the profes-
slonal who wins, and, doing this, he
never worships a plug-ugly or a thug.
Drunkards and all other moral unde-
sirables are barred from real success
upon the baseball field by the very na-
ture of the sport. The men whom the
boy ‘roots’ for are a very decent lot
of fellows—such & decent lot of fellows
as no other professional sport the world
has evar hnown could show.

The pro-

fessional baseball player, by his exam-

ple, does not encourage his young dev-
otees to anything unworthy. That's
a fine datall of our National sport.
Parents nead not be alarmed if their
young sons announce at breakfast some
fine morning that they plan to be pro-
fessional ball players when they reach
maturity. In the first place, out of 500
boys wha may expresas that firm de-

I
termination, only one, upon an average, |

wlill ever make good In a major league,
or minor league. for that matter, andg,
in the second place, that ona of the
900 will not, by making good, prove
himself to be anything at all unworthy.
Success as a baseball player does not
plunge o youth into a vicious or a dis-
slpated life, but, on the other hand,
insures him from that sort of a carecer.

Professionals Lucky Chaps.

** Indesd, lucky is the boy who can
develop sufficlent skill to get a place
on a league team. That means a mighty
good salary and a pleasant, clean, and
healthful lifa. The professiona.l base-

{ball: player 1s.n0, mollycoddle—theré are
but:
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) neither is there any room for thugs in
it. No training could be more severe
than that of the league player. Under
the present system of organized base-
ball, he must conform to thae strictest
mental, moral, and physical discipline,
and must develop wonderfully In pa-
tience, self-rellance, and fair-minded-
ness, He must keep at the topnotch
in all these detalils of fine character {f
he would keep position in the gamae.
Ability to take criticlsm cheerfully is
one of the great requisites of real suc-
cess in any line. I know of no profes-
sion which requires of those who win
in it the disposition and ability to do
this which baseball raquires.

Baseball and the Mind.

“INow as to the effect of baseball on
the mind of the boy player. If a boy is
naturally selfish, peevish, or crab-
minded, the members of the team he
plays with will soon knock that out of
him, or drive him from the team. He
won't want to leave the team, for base-
ball, you must remember, Is ingrained
in his blood. If he 18 inclined to be
hot-tempered, the loss of a few games
and the respect of his assoclates as the
result, will help mightily toward cor-
recting {t. If he is prone to be a cad,
to put on alirs, to assume a superiority
~over his fellow-players as a result of
| the social or financial standing of his
family, a little joshing from his fellows
on the errors he made upon theo field
will soon bring him down to earth
agalin. If he Is unduly timid and shows
cowardice in a pinch, his mates will
quickly cure him or eject him. If he is
apprehensive, pessimistic—and no trait
{s more entirely un-American—he will
soon lose his place upon the team. The
lad who is continually predicting a
defeat will not last long in baseball.
And the beauty of the thing is that
rarely wlill he let his faults go far
enough to bar him from the game—his
love of it is too instinctive and too real.
Rather will he let the game correct the
faults. And there you are. It’s a man
as well as a soul bhuilder.

““ The psychology of basaball? It is
the psychology of success.

“I know of nothing which more fitly
trains the body, mind, and soul. The
game plays havoc with a boy’s or man’'s
emotions. In a day the player may well
rise to the ﬂne_ heights of vietory and
sink to the dark depths of black despair
in a cefeat. And it must be the.one
or the other. There {s no midway sta-
tion. Tha score is 5 to 3. You win or
lose, and quickly learn that nothing is
accomplished by .trying to lay the
blame, If defeat comes, upon ' the um-
pire or upon Yyour fellow-players.
Pleading a sore finger or strained mus-
cle or tendon winsg nothing for the van-
-’qu_ished player in his own mind or the

minds oz Iug associates. 'I‘hat is a. good to thelr homes atter,,amo Cwu War

| d0, and, dolng so,

|

"with them, a player must, of sheer}
achieve self-poise,
take winning calmly, and <lose philo-

sophically.

is vanquished.

Important in Educatlon.

% Baseball has for a long time been
important in the education of our youth
~—far more Important than most people
think—andq it 1s destined to become still
more Important. The day will come, I
think, when all American school au-
thorities will supply the necessary

J grounds to play the game on as an es-

sential adjunct to every public school.
The game means countless benefits, and
not a single danger to the boy who
plays it. You may have gathered from
what I have already said that I cone
sider it the greatest game on earth. I
am proud of my
good judgment. There should be base-
ball grounds adjacent to or very near
each public school building in the United
States.

‘ Baseball {s the only sport which is !
severe enocugh to benefit and not gevere
enough to overstrain. Baseball players
lilve to good o0ld ages, almost always.
I wish I had the Hsat at hand. The
jongevity of ex-professionals would sur-
prise you. 1 myself began to play on
the advice of my physician, and I made
a buslness of it In the end.

* Prizefighters, jJockeys, football play-
ers, oarsmsen, even college athletes, are
not long-lived.”

I had not asked so very many ques-
tiongs. They had not been needed. Mr.
Spalding puts his words across the
plate as accurately and as logically as,
in the old days, he pitched his balls.
But now I asked one.

‘“BEven if the game had not resulted
in great wealth and fame for you,
would you stlll be glad you took it up?”’

He Jaughed. The Greek countenance,
framed with white hair, broke into a
particularly winning set of wrinkles;
the Bishop’s face became that of the
Jolly monk in the world famous plicture,

“I'm a candidate for Senator,” he
sald, ' and ought not to use slang, but
—I—sure—would. Glad? Why, I tell
you {t \'meant health to me—the. big-
gest thing of all. It has taken me
around the world ggaln, and yet again:
it has thrown me into contact with the
finest soet of men this country ever has
produced. It has taught me that hu-
manity is, at the bottom, clean of mind
and soul. It has made me a rank op-
timist—and it has kept me one. It is
the only sport on earth. The prize-
fighter 1s brutalized and his heart both-
ers him:; the rowing man is almost cer-
tain to be most unequally developed
physically, and hils heart, also, general-
ly goes wrong; football maims and
brutalizes; horse racing sends its dev-
otees to pleces morally and glves them
little of the compensation coming from
good exercise and honest rivalry. It is
and always has been founded upon
gambling.

Old Players Now Important.

“ Find fifty men from all these aports
who have outgrown them and reached
real Iimportance in the  world! You
can’'t. I could name a hundred base-
ball players—yes, two hundred and then
more—who have become Important,
worthy, and respected men In later
years., There’s John M, Ward, for in-
stance. Senator Gorman was 8 base-
ball player once. John K, Tener, who,
as we talk, Is a candidate for Gover-
nor of Pennsyivania, was a professional
and went around the world with us in
1888. Senator Bulkeléy of Connecticut
weas a player first and then first Presi-
dent of the National League. Baseball
for a few years is one of the best char-
acter bullders I can think of. An able
boy's blood always runs high and the
first thing he must learn, if he is to win
success, {s to control {t. Baseball teach.
es that, first, last and all the time.

“The game was fortunate from the
beginning.. It was spread throughout

tha country by the. soldiers returning

learn to to day are big;

He may well reach that. you see, plays baseball,
super-point where he looks grave in | ers of to-day are the spectators of to-
victory and smiles with hope when he: morrow.

-

A Typically Exuberant Crowd at a Baseball Game.

Now 1t s in {ts third generation. 1
it has reached its fourth. The crowds
the crowds of future
dqys will be much bigger. Every boy,

and the playe-

The human being who hasg
ever got the germ of basball in his
blood, whether the Iinfection comes
when he I8 young or after he has
reached maturity, never gets it out.”

“What effect has your baseball record
and enthusiasm had upon your candi-
dacy for the United States Senate?” I
Inquired, really wondering.

“How do I know, yet? he asked. But
then he added: “Give me the baseball
votes of California and my opponents
may have the rest."

Acress the room from me sat Homer
Davenport, nost famous of the world's
cartoonists, and himself & baseball’
crank of advanced mania.

“Any man,” sald Davenport, not
looking up frem his sketch pad, (which
Mrs. Spalding, also, was intent upon,)
‘“svho can pitch every game, every
season, for the Boston team, for five
long years, and win the pennant every
time, and then go to Chicago and take
the pennant with him in his trunk, as
Mr. Spalding did, can capture & seat
in the United States Senate on wet
grounds, with a glass arm in the box
and the rooters all against him. The
political game !s easy when you stack
it up against baseball. You're talke
ing to a Senator to be, all right.”

He went back to absorption in his
work and Mrs. Spalding flushed with

pleasure.

Baseball and Business. ,

“IIas vour baseball training helped
vou in your business?” I inquired.

I never struck anything in business
that did not seem a simple matter when
compared to complications T have faced
on the baseball fleld,” said Mr. Spald-
ing. “A young man playing baseball
gets into the habit of quick thinking in
most adverse circumstancas and under
the most merciless criticlsm in the
world—the criticism from the bleachers.
If that doasn’'t train him, nothing can.
Baseball in youth has the effect, in
later years, of making him think and
act a llttle quicker than the other fel-
low.

“They have, now, in colleges, a course
in which they call experimental psychol-
ogy. The relation between thought and
action 1s recorded by delicate instru=
ments. These Instruments, iin the
psychoelogical laboratories of the col-
leges, show that the mental reactions of
the athletes are qulcker than those of
any other students. And that of the
baseball player is quicker than that
of any other of the atheletes. The
sprinter, don’'t you see, has but to go
from place to place. His thought is
intent on the one thing-—on getting
there. The thought of the baseball
pilayer must take many other things—a
thousand things—into consideration. Ho
must think while he is golng.

“Folks marvel at the great throngs

which attend fimportant baseball
matches. They really need not Dba
wondered at. The public likes the
game, and, more than that, it knows

that this one game, of =all sports, is
certain to be absolutely on the square.
The spectators have been players, most
of them, and understand not only the
first principles but the fine points of
the sport.

“Here, agalin, 13 the effect of the
evolution of the game up through the

boy intoc the man. The boys of the
past generation are the spectators ot

this: the boys of this one will be the
spectators of the next. So, 11ke =an
endless chain, baseball will last and
grow as long as these United States
shall last and grow. Each gencratlion
will produce a llttle higher type of
citizenship than that which went before
it, and Dbaseball and the principles
which underlie it will help to bring
this about.”

The old baseball player, the success-
ful] business man, the candidate for

Senator, stopped talking. I looked at
him inqmrmgly : :
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