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O figure as the victim of seven-x?

teen accidents in a space of four

vears is rather more than the

share of bad luck usuzlly appor-
tioned in this life to any one person.

Yet that is the record of Mrs. Annsa H.
Sturla, formerly of Wyckoff, N. J., and
now of New York. Alisbehaving ferry-
boats, trains, and cars, andg, above all,
banana peels, which seemed literally to
dog her footsieps, have allowed Mrs.
aturla, sincae 1906, to have hardly three
consecutive months without mi'shap. . Inci-
dentally, she has collected from railroad
and other companies a little short of $3.000
as consolation money for the various In-
juries which she claims to have sustained

on these seventeen unfortunate occasions._J

"Just at present Mrs. Sturla 1Is in the
Tombs Prison. She was arrested on June
4 last on a charge of grand larceny, Erow-
ing out of investigation of her accident
cases, the complainant agafnst her being
the New York Central & Hudson River
Ralilroad.

YChen she was first arralgned the victim
of many mishaps pleaded not guilty, with
jeave to withdraw the Dlea in & week.
At the end of that time s8he allowed the
plea to stand. After trylng to have the/
indictment agalnst her dismissed she
pleaded gullly on N ov. 10 last of the pres-
ent month. On Nov. 156 Judge Rosalsky
refused to grant her clemency and she
decided to stand trial. Her cage will come
up in court to-morrow?

In most of the accident cases Mrs.
Swurla claimed to have sustained a hernla
of the abdomen. Over and Over agaln
doctors have certified that this was in-
dead true. Aledical authorities say that
difficuliy is sometimes experienced in the
examination of an injury -of this kind, in
determining whether or not it is of recent
infliction.

The first accident on Ttecord in which |
AlIrs. Sturla flgured as the vietim oc- |
curred on June 16, 1906. At that time
che was conducting the Harold, a lodg- )
ing house in Wyckoff, N. J. She left her
home to 5o to New York an‘d boarded the
ferryhoat New Brunswick. As 1t was
approaching its Manhattan slip one of the
vessel's alr pumps broke, rendering it
aunmanaceable for the moment. Belore
envthing could be done to slow up or
stop the engines, the ferryboat crashed
into 18 pier with great violence. Mrs.
Sturla, who occupied a seat in the ladles’
cabin, was thrown violently across an-
other seat. sustaining injurles.

She was taken to St. Francls's Hospital.
Dr. McGill, physician of the Pennsylvanie
Railroad Company, to which the ferry-
boat belonged, was summoned to examine
her. He certified that hernia had been
caused by the accident. Mrs. Sturla de-
manded §5,000. 7The company c¢Oompro-
mised by paving her 81,000.

Two months later, on Aug. 25, 1808, she
recovered S$300 from the Erie Railroad for
injuries sustained while riding on a train
of the New York, Susquehanna & West-
ern Division of that line, This train, It
was claimed, was backing into Paterson,
when the car on whi Mrs. Sturla was
a passenger, suddenly lurched. Bhe was
tumbied into the aisle and claimed that
ghe was agaln Injured. A doctor prompt-
ly examined her, and the payment of th
money was the outcome. :

Again two months, or nearly that,
elapsed and once more Mrs. Sturla got
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Slipped on Banana Peel on *“L” Step;

New York. After she had made her pur-|
chases she started up the stairway of the
“7,” yailroad at Thirty-third Street and
Sixth Avenue. On the stairs, she claimed,
she slipped on some fruft skins and fell
to the floor.
The station agent assisted her to her
feet and then telephonad to the New York
Hospital for an eaembulance. 8She was
taken to the hospital and remalned there
over night. Her case was (dlagnosed as
ventral hernla,

It was not gerious, however, for she was
able to leave the institution on the morn-
ing of the next day..Oct 19. 8She started
Tor Mount St. Vincent. On her return
from there in a local traein 0f the New
York Central Railroad aoan the evening of |
the same day she suffered another mis- |
hap, she claimed. While descgnding the
stairs from the rallroad’'s station at One
Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street and
Parlk Avenue she fell once more. 0One
version of the occurrence was that two
men who went to her assistance picked
up & banana peel near ‘where she had
tallen and remarked that this must have
been the cause of the accident.

She was taken to the Harlem Fospital,
where she recelved treatment. After leave
ing the place ghe threatened to bring suit
agalnst the railroad for deamages, The

fuixed up in ar accident. This time 1‘!‘.l
svas while she was on a shopping trip in

R —

raliroed company pald her §0500. ‘
Owing to her accldent of the previous

Injured on a Ferryboat.

-

day at the “ L " station she claimed
21,000 from the elevated rallroad people.
They refused to pay Iit.

Still again, a pericd of two months
elapsed. Then Mrs. Sturla was heard
from. This time {t was in connection
with hurts sustained while she was riding
on a car operated by the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit Company, Dee, 22, 1808. She was
entering it, she clalmed, hen she fell,
She was removed to thé Cumberland
Street Hospital, and from there notified
the company of the mishap.

She gave her name to the conductor of
the car as Mary Fuller, according to him.
When the time came for seftiing on the
part of the dompany she sald she was
Mrs. Sturla. She gave the other nams
at tirst, she sald, because she did not
want her friends to become alarmed.

The company pald her §60. .

Tha next month—to be precise, on Jan.
28, 1907—she claimed that while shé was
a passenger on the ferryboat Lakewocod
of the Central Ralilroad of New Jorsey
she started to go toc the upper ocabin,
slipped on a fruit peel, and fells Shs
claimed that b porter picked up the peel
and carrled it away. Hxamination on this
oocasion showed that she bad sustained
a rupture of the stomach, The company
paid@ her $150.

On March 14, 1807, Mrs, Hturla and the
Philadelphia & Reading Rallroad Com-
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r. n .‘rla, Who Has Made a High Record for Accident ass,
Will Have to Prove to the Court She Hasn’t Been Faking.
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"Fell from a Trolley Car.

I pany were at outs with each other. This
time she Tfigured, at {first, as ‘' Mary
Hall of Washington Court House, Ohtlo.”
She sald that after she had partaken of
dinner on one of the company’'s dining
cars on a iraln running between Bound
Brook and Phlladelphia she started to-
ward the car In which her seaiL was lo-
cated. "While en route she stepped on
something. It threw her., She was taken
to a hospital in Baltimore.

On leaving the institution she sald that
her real name wag Sturla and that Hall
was her maiden name. Agaln she said
that the reason ghe gave another name
was in order that her friends might not
become glarmed.

Mrs. Sturla had & considerable run of
luck  after that accident, hecause six
months elapsed before she again appeared
as a sufferer. Then she named BSept. 19,
1907, a8 the datp when she and her ex-
graordina.ry {11 fortune once more encoun-
fered each other,

It was on the ferryboat Bergen of the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Ralil-
raad Company. She was in the ladies’
cabin, she sald, when a banana peel, that
old béte noire of hers, again tricked her
and caused her to fall to the floor.

She maintained that her mishap was
due to & small paper bag, from one cor-
ner of which protruded the fatal banansa
peel, The .bag, she sald, appeared to be

L

.Hurt in a Department Store.

FIVE OF THE ACCIDENTS WHICH WON DAMAGES

the remains of some one&s lunch. When
examined after this accident, she ad-
mitted having hernia, but said it had been
perfectly cured.

She stated that she had been examined
by three doctors, all of whom declared
that she must be operated on as a resuit
of her injuries. She pointed out to the
rallroad company that this operation
would cost her $2350, to say mnothing of
room, nursing, &c.

The company pald her $100.

Not six months went by ufter that be-
fore Mrs. Sturla was once more in trouble
with these arch-foes of hers, banana peels,
One of these slippery gentry, according
to her, was soon all ready for her on a
hoat of the Union Ferry Combpany, pro-
ceeding to the foot of TFulton Street,
Brooklyn. As the boat was entering the
glip the miserable pee} saw Its chance,
got under one of Mrs. Bturla's feet, and
caused her to fall to the deck,

£he got $200.

On March 4, 1808, less than B month
later, she again slippedq on something, but
did not speclfy this time that it was a
banans ' peel, The gcene was the wash-
roomn of o car on the New York New
Haven & Hartford Rallroad. Mrs, Sturla
 clalmed that, when ephe stepped on the
thing—whatever it weas—she fell, striking
| her  abdomen.
was not clean,

I

fihe added that the floor )
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he Banana Pcel in a Train,

She was examined at the Grand Central
Station hospltal, to whizh she was taken
from the train. The company refused (o
pay her any damages and she brought no
suit to recover any.

Fifteen davs later—March 19, iD0S—-she
agaln came to the fore with a clalim for
injuries In an accldent. This time the
culprit, she averred, was the L.ehigh Val-
ley Rallroad. According to her story, she
was riding on one of its trains, bound for
Buffalo, when she slipped on something
(she gave those lurking enemles of hers,
bananas, the benefit of the doubt) and
fell' forward. After being helped to her
fcet by a male passenger she saw him,
she sald, plck up some—bhanana peels!

Yes, there they were, ever vigilant, ever
on the alert to trip her. )

At Buffalo she remalned several days
in 8 hospital, On examination it turned
ocut that she had hernia.

When she returned to New TYork, she
called on a clalm attorney of the Lehigh
Vealley Rallroad. After hearing her gtory,
he refused to do anything in the case.

But she was more fortunate with the
Fort Lee Ferry Company a8 few weaks
later. Bhe claimed to have fallen on one
of its ferryboats, én May 11th, 1908, and
recelved $100,

It might be assumed that by this time
those grim old foes of hers, banana peels |
~tithat Yellow. Feril of her Ilife!—would
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have decided to rest on their laurels and
persecute her no more.

Far from Iit!}

One of them, according to her, sas in
her pathh on May 10th, 1008—only eight.
days after her Fort Lee Ferry mishap—
while she was shopping in the store of

R. H. Macy & Co.

usual.

It threw her,

She was taken to the

89
Herald

Square Hotel, close by, and stayed there

8, couple of days.

The own

store settled yith her for S$150.
May, 1808 was certain{y a manth full of

vicissitudes for dAlrs.

had she recoveredq

Sturia.
from the

ers of! the

NoOo sooner
affects of

her accldent at Alecy’'s than gshe feli—
nine days later—whlile attempting to board
4 car of the Publlc Service Rallway of

New Jersoy,

at’ Newarlz. Accordlng to

some witnesses, she tripped on her skirt.
Mrs. Bturla clalmed that the car gave a
jolt and knocked her over.- She received
$100 from the street railway company.
Whereupon twelve days elapsed. Then
she appeared as a clalmant against the
Pennsylvania Rallroad—her second claim

against that company.

She said that she

was descending the grand staircase Iin the
railroad’'s Broad S8itreet Station, Philadel-

phia, =all

unaware of the fact that a

banana peel was once more on the job.

It got her.
and to the ladies’

there she was removed to 8St.

Hosapital.

She was assgisted to her feet,

waltilng room. From

Joseph's

In connection with this case a claim
agent of the company made a sptatement

he went to see Mrs.
Sturla after the accident ‘at the Colon-

to the effect that

nade Hotel,

and called to her attention

that she had recelved $1,000 in 1806 from
the company for a similar injury. There-
upon, according to him, she left Philadel.
phiz, and the company heard o more of

o claim.

On April 10, 1909, she claimed that she
ti.pped and fell while boarding a car of
the Atlantic Coast Electric Rallway Com-

pany

at Asbury Park, N.

J.

The com-

pany would not pay her any money.
The lust accident In which she figured

before her

arrest was on QOct.

13, 1808.

Then shz claimed that she fell while on

a car of the Boston Llevated Railway.
But by that time the Alliance Agalnst

Accldent Fraud had become interested In

her case.

1t communicated with the Bos-~

ton elevated people, informing them that

Mrg., Bturia had been

accidents.

out coliecting her claim.
The matter was put {nto the hands ot

the Distriet

Attorney’'s office

involved In other
The woman left Boston wlith-

in New

York as early as June, 1909, but owing
to Summer vacatlons and other dela.r}'a,

nothing was done for some time.

Finally

tho wheels were set going and the arrest

| of Mrs. Sturla, at Hazlett, N.-J., followed,

A study of the many cases in which
Mrs. Sturia has figured showg that thas
longest tlme elapsing between any two
of the sBeventeen accidents In which she

was the +wictim was g

little over gix

months—between March 14 and Sept. 19,
1907, The shortest time was twenty-four
hours, between Oct. 18 and 19, 1306, In
a pertod of less than one month she fig-
ured in four accidents,

Ag to the direct responslbility for the
she blamed the Jjar
of a ferryboat once, a jolting train ditto,
the sudden start of a car four times, and
banana peels eleven timeas.
amount- she récelved as damages was

gseventeen mishaps,

$2,950.

The total



