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FAMOUS AQUARIUM TO BE ENLARGED
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Thoe Capital of Hoaduras, Tegucigalpa.

‘EN. LEB CHBRISTMAS, the most|
spectacular figure In Central
Amerioa to-day, became’'a soldier

. of fortune becauss he could not!
distinguish a red from a green awitch |
light. |

Born In IAvingston Parish, Loulsiana,!

Christmas grew up nursing a well-ground-
‘ad ambition to become an engineer on one
‘of the big eizht-driver passenger engines
of the Illinols Central Rallroad, and sl-
most succeeded. At that time the road
was developing the fast express banana
train business out of New Orleans. The
engine plloted by Christmas drew many
of these tralns.
" One day the engineers on the New Or-
leans Division were ordered to report to
a New Orleans ocullst for examination.
The bovs were in happy mood. It was
merely a new bit of red tape which the
* old man ” had devised, so they thought,
and they 1lked the *‘ old man.”

Christmas came in late gnd took up
his position at the end of the line. Casey,
Carroll, and the other boys got thelr
O. IX. slips and 'hurried “away. Then
cama Christmas’s turn.

The first test was enough. He had lost
his sense of color and could not tell e
danger lizht from a clear track light.
In an instant both hope and the amblition
of a lifetime faded away—he could never
hold the throttle of an eight-driver pas-
senger englne, or of any other engine,
agalin, and Christmas turrned to the near-.
by window to hide his emotion. |

Down below wers the tops of tha lower;
bulldings and below these the crowded
etreets. He saw many men whose Qccu-!
patlons had not flown out of a window as
his- had just done. He leaned & bit. The|
drop was sheer fifty feet to the stone
pavement, & hard landing, to be sure, but,
oh! so certaln. Why not? The ocullst
who had watched the man closely spoke
to him. He turned. The vision of the
~ pavement below gone, Christmas changed
his mind and left the building. :
He had much to think of.. How could a|

color-blind engineer make a Ilving? Where
should he turn first? Xe walked away

. _

Plans Ready

»lum, to be the largest and best

equipped institution of the Kkind in
the world. This was announced by Madi-
son Grant, Chalirman of the Exeoutlve
Committee, at the annual meeting of the
New York Zoologlcal Soclety last week
when it was stated that the clty would be
asked this Spring for & bond issue for
the erection of a new building, abso-
lutely necessary to accommodate the
crowds which pour into the present bulld-
tng, packing It to the walls.

Ywhile it has not been offietally stated,
it 4s understood that the city will be asked
for & total of about $1,000,000, to be a.p-!
propriated In installments as needed. In,
addition to the cramped quarters for vis-
itors, the tank space has been found to

NEW TORK is to have & new Aqua-

be inadequate to meet the a.m'bitiom:
' ological Soclety. To inves
o e e n with the

the proposed enlarged {nstitutlo
. pest ideas which have been worked out
4n similar institutions in the large citles
of the world, the Director, Dr. Charles H.
Townsend, will be sent abroad in a few
weoks to inspect the aquariums in Europe.
Tvery worthy new development 1s to be
{ntroduced in the fnstitution here.

The last twelve months have been do-
voted to & very careful revision of the
preliminary plans for the proposed en-|
largemens, and many preliminary ques.
tlons 28 to the general contour ot the
Huiing have been practically settled
They have been submitted to the authori-
¢tjos in s prellminary manner, and have
et eo far only with favorable comment.

Advantage Wil also be taken of the}
unique opportunity to establish one of the
greatest existing biological laboratories in:
connsction therewith. NMr. J. Stewart Bar-
ney has been engaged as the architect by
the soclety, and the eccompanying plans
and elevatlons were prepared by him, and
have been approved by the soclety.

Owing to the enormous amount of space
Jost in the present old building on account
of the thick wails and bomb-broof com-

ents, the amount of space actually
avallable for the work of the Aquarium as
¢t now atands {8 a very small percentage
of the amount of area covered by the
pullding. The' much needed additional
space v be acquired by the removal of
the great thick walls and bomb-proof com-
" partments, and by adding two storles to
the helgh} of the present structure. This
will provide 1,392 running feet of glass,
which is practically three times the pres-
ent -capacity, giving approximately 282
tanks. 'These tanks will be on the main
floor and the two galleries running around
the entire interior. They will be lighted
#rom above, which will produce econd!-
tions nearer those existing in nature, and
therefore much better for the welfare of
the exhibits. The light, coming down
through the water and the glass fronts,
- throws the exhibition {n bold rellef, and
will' give the opportunity of producingf
beautiful and startling effects for the specs
tator standing in comparative darknesas,

The two gallerles will be connected with
the mein floor and with each other by
means of gradlents as well -as four flighta
of broad and easy stairs. By this areangea-
ment the problem of handling the enorm-
ous crowds on three levels, without the,
-use cf elevators, has been s&olved. |

On the main floor provision has been

- made for three large floor tanks and
. ¢lght smaller tanks, all of which are large

enough fox 1he IazReak aROlEs ... |

from the congested streeta. The volice of |
the harbor called him. It led away some-
where, The groma of bananas caught his
nostrils. A steamer preparing to sall-at-
tracted him. He walked aboard shd
leaned over the ses rail. U

An hour later, when the ship was Yell
on her way, the purser touched Christrias
on the shoulder and asked for his tidket,
Christmas in turn Iinquired as to' what
part of the world the ship was going and
pald the amazed purser & fare to the
first port of call. It happened to be
Puerto Cortez, Hondurasa. - '

A fresh revolution bad just droken out
in Honduras. ;:Both gides needad recruits,
and soldiers of fortune from the Btates
were in greater demand than supply.
Manuel Bonilla found Christmas first
And this {s why Christmas became Alan-
uel’'s best friend and Policarpo Bonilla’s
worst ensmy.

Neow Orleans raws tha Caentral Amer-
ican exile as the Great White Way drawa
the actor out of a job. It is the home of
the original junta. There ars colonies of
them here, s8ud the newcomers find &
warm and sympathetic welcome. They
have their favorite cafés, where the sins
of thelr enemlies are rehearsed and where
the Ways and Means Committee of eaol
particular set of * outs’” works ceaseless-
iy to get them *“In* again. Here the
big plans are hatched. Newspaper Row
long ago learned to watch the gafd tables,
not the news oables, for signs of fresh
trouble. .

New Orleans belng the goal and place
of hibernation for the Central American
exile, and also the nearest North Amer-
ican large port, 13 the-loglcal point for
the soldler of fortune, with an eye on the
little republie to the southward, to drop
in on, as at least one of the little coun-
tries ig always avallable as a scene of
activity for the inciplent Napoleon. Many
a Cuban campaign sagoinst the mother
country was planned in a certaln ecafé not |
far below Canal Street.

In the early ({fifties Willlam Walker
journeyed down the Mississipp! River

from Tennessee, and as a reporter on one
of -the New COrleans newsapapers pot Iin
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for a Much Laraer Structure Needed to Accommodate
the Ever-Increasing Thronas of Visitors. -

On entering the  bullding through the
thres large arched openings, and passing
through a commodious lobby with all of
the necessary coat rooms, retiring rooms,
lavatories, emergency rooms, and offices
adjacent, the visitor arrives {n one vest
room, lighted through the roof, which will
be bullt almost entirely of glass.

It i1s proposed to erect over this room a
building on three sides of a court, the
two ends of the wings connected on the
front by e colonnade, This interior court,
which throws light down into the centre
of the main Aquarfum below. and which,
taken in connection with the colonnade
"across the front, will be treated with open
afr aquatic exhibits, will bs In a
sense 8 garden or patio, It 1s proposed to
use the top of the great fortification walls
facing the sea, which have a thickness of
fourteen feet, as &n open alr promenade,
giving to the people additlonal breathing
epace and a magnificent view of the bay.
This promenade is reached by stalrcases
bulit on the outside of the duilding. The
roof of this bullding lends itself to a
beautiful treatment a3 & roof garden, and
might easily be made an attractive
featurs for the people of that section of
the clty.

Castle Garden, the bdullding which the
Aquariom now occupies and will continue
to occupy, is one of the most ploturesque
gtructures in the city. The general gove
ernment erected it {n 1807, when the site
was about 300 yards from the main land,
a part of Battery Park having since been
mads by £illing up the space between the
shore at that time and the island. The
structure was first known as Castle Clin-
ton and was a fortress, which accounts
for its walls of fourteen feet in thickness,
supposed at the time to be bomb=proof.
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Lee Christmas, Soldier of

Fortuno.,

Qen.

¢ouch with some of ths Central A.merican"
exiles and became a soldier of fortune.
The history of his remarkable career aB
a bold iilibuster, both in Central America
and in Yower California, where he at-,
tempted to found the * Pacific Republic,’
and ultimately his capture by the com-
mander of the British warship Icarus and
his death by courtemartial at the hands
of the Honduran Government in 18GO,
reads llke a romance. There have been
many Willlam Walkers who have played

leading roles {in Central American affalirs.

Lee -Christmas is a typical soldler of
:l!ortu_na, but thus far his best tortu-no has

Fiftean years after its completion its ne-
cessity as a means of defense passed away,
and the Federal authorities ceded {t to
the city in 1822, T'wo years later 1t ‘was
leased to private individuals as a place
of amusement, and its floor was lald out
“elaborately as an indoor garden. A stage
was ereoted at the north side, concerts
were glven and refreshments were s0ld to
the audience a8 in case of the less formal
musical hall entertalnments of the present
time. The capacity at that time was
| 8,000 people accommodated in comfort, but
1¢ many as 10,000 have been known to
. crowd Into it at a8 pinch.

;l In the thirtles it decame a playhouse,
'and {n 1847 the Havana Opera Company
"began an engagement there, singing such
| operas eg * Hrnani,” “Norma,” and “I1a
' Sonpnambula. Signor Arditl, Pattl’s con-
ductor, was the musical director, and
Signorina Detusco the prima donna.

A later event, however, made Castle
Jarden famous as a place of amusemant.
This was the appearance there of Jenny
Lind iIn a econcert on Sept. 11, 1850, under
the menagement of P. T. Barnum. To
this, and to the faot that the city has
welcomed thers such distinguished per-
sons as the Marquls de lLafayette, when
he returned to America in 1824, Gen. An-
drew Jackson, in 1832, and President John
Tyler in 1848, the dullding owes its colalm
to historical importanos and interest.

Castls Garden's career as a theatre
ended in May, 1855, when the duilding wes
turned into a depot for the reception of
immigrantas, In 1870 its interior was de-
stroyed by flre, but the thick walls re-
mained intaot, and the interior was soon
reconstructed. It was turned over to the
Park Department and oconverted into an

aquarium about twenty years ago. J
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How a Visit to an Oculist Changed Him
. from a Humdrum New Orleans

in Honduras.

the firing squad got down to business. 1

On belng asked i{f he had anything to
Apy befora the order to fira was glven,
he replied: ‘“TYes. 1 do not want my
body buried. I want it to remalin on top
of the ground.” This strange request ex-
vted the curiosity of his cnemies, and
they Inquired why. This was the . very
questiom he had planned to Induce hlis
jallers to ask, and he hissed back: ‘* Be-
cause I want the puzzards to eat me and
then scatter my remalns all over every
one of you.”

This Insult, terrible to the ears of the
Nicaraguang, a0 angered and enraged
them that they decided to retaliate with
some strange and extraordinary punish-
ment on Christmas before they killed
him, dbut could not agres among thems-
salves as to what form it should take.
Some weantsed to punch out his eyes. Oth-
ers wanted to peel! hias skin off in small
strips. They wrangled, then quarreled,
and lost time, and while they wrangled
e party of Hondurans arrived, fell upon
them, drove them away, and rescued the
hard-pressed sgoldlier of fortune,

Christmas has been shot and badly
wounded several times. Once he was
stabbed by a party of his enemies who

m" ‘1‘.’:“ Tt

Eng&ineer to an Adventurer
and Soldier of Fortune

|and the wedding bells were about te
ring when Policarpo decided that he did
not desire niixed blood (n his famlly.
and placed the facts before the rmnother
of the two young ladies. She agreed
with Policarpo and broke up the match
between her younger daughter and
Manuel. Manuel swore vengeance.
Manuel lost no time in golng into wvol-
untary exile in 8alvador, Salvador har-
bored many Honduran malcontents, and
the revolution that put President Slerra

in power and Policarpo {n jail was quick-
ly organized.

was succeeded by Sefior Arias, who man-
aged to hold the slnecure Just three
months, Manuel Bonilla at the head of
a strong force putting him out of busi-
ness In short order. Manuel then became
President, and it is sald did more to up-
build his country than had been done by
all hls predecessors. =~

dier and possessing some of the qualitiea

to account In behsalf of Honduras.
tariffs were reduced and the people were
relleved of some of the burdens of heavy
taxation they had long suffered ur-der,

TS~ Tiaih Ll
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Davila, President of
Honduras.

Migzuel R.

come from his ability to get out of dan-
gerous situstions with breath left In his
body. On his arrival at Puerto Cortoz,
Honduras, he plunged into Manuel Bo-
nilla's revolution against Policarpo Bo-
nilla with great zest and energy, and won
famme &nd promotion. Eventually he be-
ocame Chief of Police of Tezucigalpa, thae
capital of Honduras, also holding the rank
of Brigadier General in the army, and so
officlated as both Jjailer and as a trial
Judge when Policarpo Bonilla waa tried
on various charges brought against him
by the sucoessful revoiutionists,

Having espoused DManuel Bonlilla's
osuse, Manuel's enemies were liis enemies,
a3 Policarpo Bonilla learned to his sor-

PROPOSED PLAN FOR

THE NEW AQUARIUM AT THE BATTERY.
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Soldlers CGarding s Buallion ‘Train D——uﬂng a Revolution.

y
‘row. Policarpo was soon found gullty and
“gentenced to imprisonment, where he re-
' mained until early in 1808, when, it was
thought, his power had bdeen forever
' broken. Policarpo then became an exile
and moved geross the dorder into Salva-
dor.

Things become awfully &ull in Hon-
duras for a white man when thers {8
no revolution under way, and Christmas
soon began to look around. Ha etlll held
his commission 1n the army. At that time
President Castro needed some recruits in
the shape of able-bodled American sol-
‘dlers of fortune, and negotlations -were
opened between Christmas and the little
dictator of Venezuela |

In the meantims Christmas moved to
Puerto Cortez and began earning a lv-
ing aa train dispatcher for the Honduras
Rallroad. But before the negotlations
that were Intended to attach him to Cas-
tro were completed, the revolution i1n
Honduras promoted by Zelaya broles out,

‘and Christmas gave up his jobh amd went
. to the front.
. Things became lively and the soldier of
: fortune was agaln in his glory. But his
lfriend Manuel Bonilla’'s armies were do-
feated, and Christmas fell into the hands
of his enemies. He became a prisoner
of the Nicaragusnus in Tegudlgulpa, and
realized that he would de sentencsd to
death.

A few mornings later he was not sur-
prised when hs was marched out and
told he would be *“stood up agalnsgt the
wall.,” There were old socores to be set-
tled, and he expected no mercy, and so
he had planned to hurl insult at his ene-
mies in the true Latin way just beforel

- g

‘slsters,

|

. could not dissipate the natural resources

trted to asszssinate htm. But being a.‘
strorg man and temperate in his habits, |
his wounds healed quickly, Jeeving him:

none the worse, ‘

When Davila became dictator In I—Ion-i
duras Christmas could no longer live,
theres, and moved into Guatemala, earn-
ing a living as-a promoter, and when the
promoting business became 4dull, working
as a rellroad engineer. But all of the
time his eye was on Honduras, and the
desire to get back there with the winning
party was constantly uppermost in his
mind.

The Honduran treasury 1s bankrupt,,
but its natural resources are the wonder
of all Central America. Jts Presidents

becauss thev are undeveloped. During
the past twenty years the little republic
has been torn by revolutions and it has
always been & case of to the victor be-
longs the spolls.

Throughout tha troublous times the
two Bonillas, Policarpo and Manuel, have
played stellar rl8les In peace, which was
brief, and in war, which was frequent.
‘hey do not belong to the same famlily,
nor are they related, even distantly.
Once they were close friends, but nearly
a generation ago a love affalr broke up
the friendship.

It appears that Polfcarpo Bonilla ts of
pure Castilian descent, while Manuel

Bonilla, is of swarthy ocomplexion, a.ng
fg sald to be part Indian, This differ-
ence in the family trees 4id not inter-
fers with the friendship of the two men

Puerto Cortez, the Princlipal Gulf
Port of Honduras.

Pence continued several years. At the
end of seven years Manuel was driven
out, despite his many friends in Honduras.
~ Policarpo Beonilla stirred up trouble for
-himfself by permitting his rriend, Presi-
dent Zelaya of Nicaragua, to claim BOV-
erelgnty over a large strip of Honduran
territory on the Nicaraguan border., On
becoming President, Manuel Bonilla reas-
serted Honduran sovereignty over this
Btrip. This act complicatad Cantral
American polities, because Zelaya had
glven the disputed territory to a Pittsburg
syndicate In the shape of & concession.
King Alfonso of Spain was named as ar-
bitrator and decided in favor of Hon-
duras. This turned the conceassion holders
against Zelayva, and the matter was lald
before the United States Government.
Manuel Bonilla did not want the Wash-

ington authorities to begin stirring up
things, and attempted to adjust matters
with the Pittsburg people. Zelaya, Poli-
carpo's friend, stood In the way, and

Manuel decided to eliminate him from the
situation.

Here 1s where Policarpo Bonlila again
broke into the game. He had been re-
leased from the Teguc!galpa prison In
1908 on the understanding he would leave
the country and keep out of its affairs.
Naturally, he turned to his friend Zelaya,

and the two hatched a revolution to over-
throw Manuel and replace Policarpo in

power.

Mantal promptly prepared for trouble
and sent & near friend up to the States
on the first fruit steamer to buy muni-
tions of war. For the purposes ha gava
his friend & New York draft for a sub-
stantial amount, but the money never
r went for the purpose intended.

| The Nicaraguan Army, under co’ymand
'of Gen. Estrada, now President of Nicara-
igua,, but then commandante at Bluetields,
}captured the coast towns and began a
' march to the interior. In the meantime,
Bonilla was making a desperate resist-
ance to an army which had crossed the
border from Nicaragua, and at the criti-
| cal moment, while relying upon the asstst-
jance of a large force of allles from Sal-
ivador, the allies refused to face the Nlc-
araguans and revolutionista, with the re-
~sult that Bonilla’s army deserted and he
fled to Amapala, whence he finally made
his way to Mexico, and thence to Belize,
‘British Honduras, where for three years
he played the role of a peaceful planter.
Zelaya’s plan was to put a temporary
President in power and then have a “pop-
ular ** election, which was to choose Poll~
carpo Bonilla. This provisionel Presidsnt
was Davlla, and he spoiled Zaleya's plans,

until they began to pay court to two

for, once in office, Zelaya could not get
him out without starting a nevw revolu-
tion.

The suits of tHhe two lovers prospered
i

i\

i
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Since then both of the RBonlllas have
been awalting the psychological momest
to strike a blow and displace Davila.
Thig dewveloped for Manuel Bonlilia after
Zelaya had been ousted from Nicaragua
by Secretary Knox's famous diplomatio
note, A source of contentlon arose in
Honduras over what §{s known as the
Aforgan ‘' lion.” ‘_This s a proposition to
put the financey I the country on e
stable basis, the New York banking firm
to advance 330,000,000 for the purpose.

Honduras Is staggering under a debt
of near $100,000,000, due glmost entirely
to the Honduras Rallroad, sixty miles

long, planned originally &8s & transoons
tinental line, but in operation only from
Puerto Cortez to El Pimiente, The bonds
and accumulated interest are owing
largely to British people, but it is under-
stood that a compromise can easily be
arranged, which will eliminate the foreign
creditors. /

Lest June Manuel Bonlilla had his plans
all made for a revolution, and two fille
bustering expeditions met him at Glover's
‘Reef, sixty miles from Belize, and they
sailed with high hopes to Puerto Cortez.

The expedition proved a fatlure for two
reasons. Gen. Marin, Bonilla's leader in
Puerto Cortez, got drunk the night be-
fore -the expedition was to arrive, started
a revolt on his own hoolk, was killed, and
the Government found on his body all the
plans of the revolutionists, including the
'names of some 200 leaders who were to co-
operate with the revolutionists at Puerte
Cortez, San Pedro, Ceiba, and other
points. The Gavernment immediately age
rested most of the revolutionists, niny of

them bplag sill indefl __ X

Sterra lasted only a 1ttle whiles He':

He {8 credited with belng a good sol- °

of statesmanship, all of which he turned -
The -

.-



