“F. P. A Wh&) Also Writes Jokes Himself, Gives The Times

. Confessions of a Professional Chestnut Gatherer-—-How

.. O the man swho pavs 10 cents for:
~i. a comiec weekly in the hope of
' side-tracking dull care, reading

_ jokes for a
seems like a joyous,
occupation.

-1 But it isn°t.

-+ 1isten.

I.ast Alondax, when all Manh:ttan Isi-
and and some otiier parts of the Nation |
~wero holidaving, a reporter from THE'
-TrMES found his way fnto the sanetum of |
Amerlca’s greatest jokee, (i.e., one toi

|
|
|
|

Iiving undoubiedly
care {ree. rin-tickling

~whom jJjokes are made.) Iiis name is!
Franklin P. Adams, and he keeps the wolf |
gway from his deor by reading the jokes !
-that are sent to Everybody’'s Aagazine in
the hope that they will ultimately blos-
som on “ The Spreading Chesinut Tree.”
The wolf, apparently, has a sense of hu-
- mor.

Jokes, & thousand strong, were heaped
~2bout Mr. Adams when the reporier en- i
tered—by appointment—for an interview
on “ The American Sense of Humor.”

Mr. Adams slipped & joke into Darwin's
Origin of Species,” and, closing the vol-
-ume with a reluctant sigh, tossed 1t upon
a heap of humor.

“An incongruous book far a profes-

read.”” id the

sional joke-gatherer to s
‘reporter by way of s:ariing things. i
-t My dear Sin exciaime]l Alr. Adams
incisively, “don't vou krow that when
Darwin wanted relaxation ne read trashy .
societx mnovels. I =y Alr. Darwin re-
versed; having read some few huondred

duyv's

2y

of jokes as mv worid, I oam now
pbicnicking on ‘ Crigin of Spoecies I vou
are curious, there are the Leoks that I
turn to for relief.” |
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He Keeps Sane by Reading Darwin.

ljnke try to stand on its own feet. They
:seem to think that a recommendation of
fsome sort can help bolster the joke up.
'Here is the usual recomimendation: * This
ractually happened’ Now, as a matter of
Ifa(-t. the real funny things don’t happen
lin a million years. Tt's a bromide that
iil‘llﬂl is :tranger than fiction: but when
it comes (o humor, fancey lras got fact—"

Alr. Adams hesitated, and the reporter,
dropping  into the vernacular, added:
* Beaten a mile.”

“Yes, but don't say {t that way; the
Lexpression is so stale.’”
' Anciher minute of silence,
;terminated by Mr. Adams:
i ** 8peaking of the inclosures that ac-
~company nearly all jokes except those
‘gfent in by professional writers, a thing
 that gets me sore is the superfluous in-
formation that they usually convey. ‘ Find
‘enclosed stamped and addressed envelope ’
iand ‘find enclosed Jokes on sceparate
ipaper’ are two of the commonest variely
.of this excrescence of information.

‘““ Another habit they have is the effort
‘1o be facetious in the letters that accom-
| pany their jokes. The most usual form is
a play on the word * chestnut.” Each one
:;-ul!s it off as though he had lit on
csemething traml new 2and very funny.
*Here are seme chestnuts that should be
Booked,” ‘chestnuts ripe, but not wormy.

which svas

are a {ow samples of this lame-duck
himor. YVou can guess how an introduc-

iior: of this Rind kryvs me up with jovous
Cineclaiion of the accompanying jokes,

** But in the leiiars thiat make no eflort
to be funny, 1 {ind so:ne good laughs,
ITow's this.””

Flzzztiszer FTo— Neww-

.'.1\!:". Adames waved his band toward Lis

Lvaolkshelves wherenn ston) [Tomer, Horv-

ae, Imorson, proviieng, o and  olher
leeaviiveizhis

“*You s, evervihing in s world

coes by eontrasise pul’ added Mr

sdams hurredly, ©don’t auote me to that
brom:dic.

cllect; It =0
o mentined aomeaens at that T had
Bunedrod cokes usomy day’s

i

LR ALY)

LR T

read enme oW

worli, Bal it Was o poor Qul S wWolrk

afraigd ihe heliday ~pirit haas goi heid of
2a¢¢. 1 have Zot 10 o intair, Jdav o in and
dav out. Sundars and holidays not ¢x-

certed, an average of over three hunired

sokes if 1 am going to Kecp ubreast ol

my mail’”’

A minuies gienes v hihe 1t TERGriel
Gid o o=nun in onentil it e, TTheen:

t ID0 Voll Neennn o vt 1l LIne thoii-
cand Jokes ate cihpeniteed 1o you edon

month? ™
T N enrer ten
MBI R DT |

thauented \Wham do they

Srorple Joi) oo

COne TTOINY

+vioning  toward the hewrral-tp taonie),
Y Judge for vourselll”

L There <were joles in piain enoelopes, in

cresied envelopes, in scenied cavelopes,
jokes in enviopes that cuaie w0 =id thes
e Return-in-o-daxs o notiee prinie:d in thres
rorner—irom lawyers, from doctors, rom
Mank officers, from railroad oificials;
jokes in envelopes that were adeiressed in
hiidish, bovish, girlish, and shaky old-
wze handwritings, In illiterate scrawis,
and ip clerkly Spencerian flourishes; jokes
$n envelopes, &c., ad Infinitum,

These envelopes had been post marked
jn all parts of the Unlon, and this sug-
cesied a question:

- YWhat section of the United States
<gems to have ihc best sense of humor?”
achied the reporier.

‘1 really haven't the
Jokes—soine few of them gowd-—come from
the conniry, irom hicago,
N. Y. from—7"
Arizona
Tombsione, tno;
remari s really

jiden.

clichitest

oll puaris of
1.0 srom IPPainted Pori,
*‘Tombslone,
“ Yo, from
«av cou; the
Trnny.”
e Teporter Lowed 1 cactened head.
inen:

aon't
very

it

1.t

Y1y
-

CL@Gnee more 4 minnie’s sieng
- 1f 1 mnay be parconed, JMreo Adams, Tor
introducing a bromide: is it true thal wo-
spen have no s=ense of hunor? ™
T No,” {very decided,) ** it iz not. Of
tne fifteen jokes that 1 siit cich monthl
£rom ine 10,060 that are submitted, 1 find
<pat about half of them are from women.
ffo be strictly accuraie, however, I should
<idd that 2 good deal more than half of
{ne jokes. submitied come from wonen.”
“«\Whati's your theory for that? :
"« T have no thecry. DBut herce's the fact:
‘most of the jokes thal woinen subinit
16éli of the bright sayings of some little:
;('ﬁmr!ie- or little Jdiary of theirs, aged five.
“ow, if yvou kumew liitle Charlie or little!
'ﬁary and Uncle John, to whom the bright.
sdying was addressed, you would undoubt-—*\
ediyv join dother in an appreciative la.ugh.%
},}Ut 1=t the bright saying appear in cold;
1ype on Page GS of " The Spreading Chest- |
hut Tiree’ and you wonder why., An affi-—‘
davit, duly attested hefore a notary publie,
1o the effect that liitle Charlie or little!
Mary, as the casc may oe, is onlv five,
years oll, somelimes accompanies this va-
ricty of joke. , I
“ Few contriirutors are willing to let a

'

dolies Tias Becormze

=3 Db rsoessiorz witkhr Fiireeo

Al Adams fished out of his desk a
painfully inscribed epistle:
rfoward, R. 1.
Fditor of Everyvbhodys:
Drear Sir: Inelosed you will find. under

my pell name of Horr von Hornberg-
Boenniglieim, the JAISE. of three half-
dozen  set: of humnrous  paragraphs,
Vize, Nexo 49 1o G6 of a collection of sev-
rniy hati-anzen sets, or 420 paragraphs
cin alll  In order to make quick szles I
L elfer these a2t the neminal price of S2.040

oFei, or Y600 for thre three sots, if taken
“together, 1 can furnish more suceh sets

at the same merely nominal
IHowever, I make this offer on the
condition that vou make vour decision,
or chaice, gt onee, and, in case yvou desire
T relain inem send me the price thereof

g el

PRI R

Cwrinin o one week's time or otherwise re-
inrn Ui rejected set= of humorous paira-
eraphs at once. Hoping to bear from
soinowiilin the appointed time, or per-
haps aeceive orders for additional cets, |
I o vonrs very ruly, Mo T,
' Needlrss to =ay,”  continued  Mr.
Acanis, T his entire tihree half-dozen

crets of lmimorous parasranns ”
sav 1 per cent. of the unconsciots humor |
‘n his letter. A mild and quite common -
variation of this letter is the statement, .
usually accompanying some very poor!
jokes: *1 have lots like the inclosed and |
would like to become a regular contril:vu-|
Ior.'-

‘* Sometimes we get a good, straight-
from-the-shoulder opinion running some-
tning like this: ‘This Is much funnier
than anything you ever printed. If you
~don’t accept it you have no sense of
humor. LEvery one I told it to roared.’
‘liere’'s a sainple from Culpeper, Va.”

Air. Adams handed over a piece of
~Lrown paper upon which wuas scrawled:

i1id not as-

Dear Sirs: I send you two jokes which
i£ just ax good if not better than lilOSt. I
"have read in your jokes.

. ' g
The joketaster sighed weoriiyv:
“Taere are a lot of peopiec who seem to

think it necessary to call my attentivon to!

the fact that they have inclesed a joke.f

Here's a4 sample;” |

! Cartion City, Col. ;
Ceutlemien: As I have on hand somei

very pood short stories, some jokes and

funny ravings, 1 thought it best to write
and explain to you that they are just the;
thing for The Spreadingz Chestnut Tree.

I shall be glad to accept anything you

wish to give for them. Truly, T. B.

“When 1 looked over his ‘jokes and:!

G—.

Fl

funmy savings’ 1 agree with him that1
ke'd be glad to accept anything I'd give

for them, !
“Then there are a lot of people who!
secem to think it will help things along if
they explain just why they have taken to
juke-writin.z. The happy holiday seasonl
brings me a lot of letters like this; *

i
Blackstone. l
|
!

Dear Sir: Inclosed you will find a few
jokes. I am a schoolgirl of sixteen, and
vou know all girls like a little Xmas|
money, so Kindly send what you thinki
1y jukes are worth. I sent you some last |
vear, but you said you received mine too;
late. Toping to hear from you in time, !
Respectfully, IDA MAY D. |

P. S.—Let me Inow if you would like
me to write cvery month,

i

e w r oa m = A

‘““ Here’'s a T'énderloln variation of these

touching letiers:”

Dear Mr. Editor: Three weeks ago I had
lhe misfortune to be. forced on to the
Reason—not DbLecause of
ill-

Water Wagon.
any dislike for, nor beecause of anv
efiects of., booze—Just broke, thats all.
As something to take up the time for-
merly spent with the boys, 1 hunted up
the back numbers and reread Chesinuts.

the first time, fell upon—** lEditor's Noie:
A good story Is a treasure. * * * We
shall gladly pay for.available ones.”
That last sentence got me quickly.
up the booze parlor stories.
able,

could train in the avallable class. Have

gsent three several bunches ahead of this.
Yours In effort,

I. J. T.

‘“*“How's that? "

&

Bl

After exhausting the supply, My Eye, for

I dug
All una,va.il-I
So dug up some that I thought

The jokes went back, but the message was

accepted.”

Another moment of silence during which
the chestnut gatherer shifted his attitude,

also his line of thought.

*“There are a lot of people who seem .

to think that IEverybody's Magazine Is |
in
It came

conducting a correspondence school
joke-writing. Here's an instance.
from Chicago, Ill.: "

Dear Sir:

tion.

from you.

yarns, I will be greatly obliged. Truly,
J— D—

¥nclosed please find humor-
istic yarns that are of my own imagina-
If these- jokes prove to be salis-
factory so that you deem them worthy
0f reward, I would be pleased to hear
It is my ambition to be a hu-
morist, and if you would drop me. a few
lines of criticism respecting the enclosed

-

e r—— N4
a5 .

- i
LN by €l p el e Y ] l'.,

I am handing them. ‘Does this thing
please me?’ that Is my only test. “Writ-
ing down to the public is A1l 1oL: (ha pul-
lic is not near so bromidic as «ediicr s,
theatrical managers, and most writers ve-
lieve it "to be.

“A funny man has got to have leceway
to be dull, My advice 1s, fire away and
take your chance on a hit or a miss.”

Inspiring advice; but Lhe reporter asked:

“Isn't reputation a great aid to a hu
. morist? "’ . '

- “In working off a joke, reputation fis
half the battle. You see, everybody prides
himself on having a keen scise of humor.
When confronted with a reputation, rrost
men are afraid not to liaush. The man
with a reputation is sure of a Fearing,
and 99 per cent. sure of a laugh, s0o nhe's
not afraid to spring whatever comeoes into
his head, which—as I saild a momeant ago
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Ten Thousand _Jol;es a Month.

dMr. Adams tossed over a letter written
on the stationery of the Oklahoma Stiate
Penitentiary.

Mesgsrs.: While reading some of the an-
cient literature that is always cheerfully
given to the man on the inside I run
across a4 copy of Everybody's NMagazine,
and under the heading of ‘* The Spread-
ing Chestnut Tree ™ 1 noticed your offer
to pay for available stories. I am trying
to raise money to pay an attorney a re-
taining fee to obhtain my release. 1f the
inclosed three prison stories in your esti-
mation are worthy of notice, please send
me what you thnk they are worth. I nced
$00 and I have no one to aid me to get it.
1 have iwentv-seven years to do yet to
complete my sentence. My crime was
“unwritten law murder.”” I would not
upl:old licentiousness in my home and am
doing time because of it. Very respect-
fully, W. R.

** Think of it! with 27

Writing jokes

vears in a penitentiary -ahead of him, I

was sorry that his jokes had to be sent
back.

he contributors.

on the stationery of the prison at Deer
I.odge, Mont.
writing and receiving mail, printed at the
top of the paper, was this:

Now, think of a man who has only one
opportunity a month 1o communicate with
tne outside world using it to ,try his
luck as a joke-writer. This was the mes-
sage that accompanied his contributions:
*1f you don't want these, don't send me
any ‘regrets—I have- plenty of my own.'

I1e is not - the only convict, how-i
ever, that T have had among my would-
There was one fellow I
remember who sent me a number of jokes

In the prison rules for

‘ Prisohers in '
» = |
good standing can write once a month.”

et i m E i e ——— — T—————

i ““Angd did you drop him a few llnes? '’

asked THE TIMES man.

“Yes., T tolad him to keep on trying.

“Ts that your recipe for the making of
humor?’

‘“T know of none other.”

Alr. Adams paused;
sweet reminiscence. Then:

thought the next line was the reporter’s.
“Yes,”" sald the latter,

, you do.'” .

*“Well, In writing this funny stuflf of
mine [another reminiscent
|Just keep plugging along at my own gait,
ichooslng my own roads and by-roads. I
 speak figuratively. What I want yvou to
understand Is this: There 'is no scale
with which you can weigh a joke and de-
cide that this one will tip the beam for
a laugh; that' the other one is short-
weight. i

“You think one thing is funny; I, per-
haps, tFink something else is funny. Iach
of us is entitled to laugh at his own jolke.
The difficult thing is to get' other peonle
to laugh with us. When we get a big
enough chorus of ha-ha’s, then, and then
only, are we justified in.considering our-
selves humorists, '

*“* A man who, with a joke on the tip of
his tongue or the nib of his pen, stops to
ask himself, * Will this please my audi-
ence?’ ig lost. Faint heart never won a
fair laugh. - If you think you have a fun-
ny thing, spring it. If you are a writer,
write what pleases yourself. I never stop
to ask myself 1f the public- will like what

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Published: February 19, 1911
Copyright © The New York Times

smiled a smile of

“You know, T write funny stuff my-
selfl.
Another pauce. JMr. Adams apparently

“*a friend of
mine from South America told me that

smile] 1
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A Hitherto Unpublished Cartoon of
Adams by McCutcheon of The
Chicago Tribune.

—is the only way to Le funny.”

At the end oY this involution of thought,
Alr, Adams smiled sulphitically.

*RBut aren't you alraid to give this
*keep-on-trying °  advice? Aren't you
atfraid that vou'll be swamped in a flaod
tide of jokes?"”

“*“No. So far as joke-writing iz con-
cerned, T believe thnt the American peo-
ple are notw working at pretty near their
maximum capacity. When & man is re-
ceiving ten thousand jokes a month, two
or three hundred more wouldn't count.”

*But how do you wade' through that
mass of stuff? "’

“Why, I've reduced it to a system. If

‘a2 man addresses himself as * Mr." on his

inclosed stamped and addressed ehvelope,
I feel that he has very little sense of
humor and that the chances are that his
inclosed joke s not going to get a laugh
from me, I have never vet accepted a

Joke from a man who addressed himself
|

as * kLsq.’ !

“IWhen it comes to examining the joke
iteelf, the first thing I do is to read the
last line, technically known as the ‘ snap- .
per.' 1 can usually get the whole jo‘.:o:
there. But if I don't recoznize the * snap- |
per’ then I read the entire joke, '

*Tallhing of recognizing a joke from its |
last line reminds me of a session that 1
once had with Sam Bivihe. DBlythe said:
that there was no such thing as a new
joke; that there was not a Joke for which, !
if I gave him the beginning, he could not '
give me the ending. The session lasted
an entire afternoon. Blythe made good
his assertion. He put over two, though, |
that I could not finish.”

“* You apparently belleve, then,”” said.:
THr TIMES man,' “in Mark Twaln's ;|
theory that there are only seven jokes
in the world, all very old, and that all
other jolies are merely variations on these
seven originals? ™

**No, I have no theory on jokes: =2t
joke's a joke and that's all there is to it.”

* But how do vou pass judgment on the,
contributions that are sent to you?’”

‘“1f a contribution makes me laugh it's
a joke: If It doesn't make me laugh it's
not a joke. I know of no other test that !
I can put contributions to. 1 can't tell
you what a joke is, but from my own view
point I can answer you this question
should you put it to me: When is a joke
not a joire?” )

The reporter put the question:

‘“When, Mr. Adams, Is a joke not a
joke?” _

‘“ Ninety-nine times out of a hundred,”
answered Mr. Adams promptly. |
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Time and time again I have friends hard
me my own jokes., some of them yeors
old. It really is a very awlkward poesitirn
to be placed in: don’'t like to lauvgn at *a-
own joke—s=zonme one might cateh me at i
and I doi't like to say. " \Why, you knowy,

AL}

I wrote it six vears ago.

* People =e>n to think
hear jokes ail the timie. They'l come D
and say., *HMHave you heard this one!’
Tihen they'il pull some antique, T can'c
laugh. I've got to cut in with, *llieard
it? Yes long, long ago.” It's simply a
case of self-nrotection,

“ My wife will no longer let me go ca:l-
ing with her. Just as sure o I get in a
social gathering some one will pop this 4
me: * Oh, Ar. Adans, here's a4 new one,
There was a Swede un in 8t Paunl—" 1

thiat I want o

gasp, ‘' Yes, according i{o joke siatisties,
there are at least W Swedes in BL
Paul.” And tha evening s spoiled.

“ That Chesinut Tree cf ours is a pop-

ular tree. If I go to a variety chow 1 am
sure to find the muonologue artists hand-
ing across the footlights chestnuts that 1
have picked myrell. If T go to a hanquet
I discover the after-dinner speaker pass-
ing out among his ‘amd-that-reminds-
me,’ jokes that I proofread a few monins
before. Some of our comic oOpFIIS are
built around clhesinuts rom our tree. [
often pay 82 for a theatre ticket and =it
throush a whole evening, only to rind
that the two and a half hours have becn
spent th recozizing old asguaintuances.

*“ Yes, reading 10,400 jokes a month has

its drawbacks,” the humorist asseunted
sadly.
“How do you get the nceessury zest
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For Reccocreation HMe Goes to Scecriocowss

|
| The reporter Inscribed the answer {n his
| notebook.
! ““But even that's an old one,”” com-
[mented the joketaster, sadly.
. What do you think of the future of
f American humor? "
| 1 belleve that the future is full of
~good joles, but the past we have always
o with us.”
. The joketaster paused; he lighted a
- pipe; blew a few reflective puffs: then.
lighting on the foilowing thourht, he iet
the pipe go out:

“The trouble with a goord joke is that

it Hves so lonyg; it wears out its welcome.

t

hest

in

I iteratusrre.

to go at the task each day?' asked the
reporter.

**The hope of finding a ncw joke. When
I find one it brightens the whole day.
Oh, yves, T find some new jokes- at least
I think thex're noew.

*“DBut T do nut expect ever
joke. My prodecessor, Moo Robert
Tudd \Whitivg, found that and rinied it
the Chestnut Tree a fow yvear: ago.,

“ \What was itY AW hy the uf 1he
Tube wito Vol 1o thie vireus amnd stopped
hoerore the wirae. IFor ou fove minutes 1o
stond in stieneve, gazing up av it e =pat.
Then: * Vicll, there ain’t no such animal” ™

to find tha

story




