CLASSICS OF LITERATURE CENSORED

NE of the most unique documents
/_ever written by a convict in Sing
‘ , Sing bhas just corne to light. It
was intended for- the eyes of convicts
-‘_ onlv—for the readers of prison books—~
- and is penned in a slang that every con-
viat knows perhaps better than the more
erudlte language of the average author.
* The -document is a reviexr of prison lit-
- erature, a guide book which tells the con-
*“%%ats what to shun and what to seek in
* Sing Sing’s library; a criticism brief but
.10 the point, and showing in a remarka-
--blé -way -the literary peint of view of a
«cyiminal who has spent many years in
:3the~ seclusion of his cell, absorbing the
- stones of f.act and- fancy which the prison
library affords.

A.nd strange to say, the master of this-
i.geison slang is a Bostonese. He says so,
= 4nc1den1fa.lly_, in his prison book review.
rBut beyond that one admission there is
;», nothmg“ to -point definitely to the identity

:“pf-the_ man, for the inmates of Sing Sing
jose thelr names upon entering the prison
rt.a,le They are given a number in--
stead. and even when wnting for The
.“:r.u' of Hope, which is the prison news-
fzxa}per, Sing Sing’s inmates sign only .tite
cREaser which serves them as a name. It
“wab.. in tRis pdper that the review ap-
f:-%&réd- )
;’ ;s*f,h {8 only when a convict esca.pes or his
~term-is_ended, that his name is resfored
_to him And additional mteres.. is given
the ﬂooument which appeats below by tha
p'o'ssibmty that one of the three convicts
':yho escaped from Sing Sing on the
evening fof J’a.n 28 may. ha.ve been’ its
author. '_ ‘
vi*One of the three, Willlam ‘Busch ‘by;

’ﬂnoe, was ;he Assxstant Libratian at;

§ing Sing And in the nine years, of his
*imprisonment for murder, he naturally be-j

came. famihar with all the books of the
*prison hbrary, and was in a position to
teriticise them perhaps as_well, or better,
tha_n any other. convict there |
£ But Whether this convict. critie, whol

i
b
5y

""cqose ‘the prison slang rather than the.
-;more conventxona.l English to inform his'
“fallow, prisoners jist which books to read:
""ano’,"'whmh to avoid, was z murderer or
::é'.' snea.k thief or even a forger, the docu-*
ment is-none’. the less interesting. 1

w_sThe a.uthpir of the unique review . in|
“glang is known ag ‘“Sing-Sipg No. 57,709.”
}And “he. calls it My View on “Books.” .As]
‘g foreword: he has, written j
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e The author-offers 1o’ apology for what |

i

tollows .»wruch perhaps Will serve to illus-n

trate the ~Styman depths to “which the!
vEnglish ‘language may descend. TUnlike'

g

fﬁé‘ﬁ'ﬁvbock Teviewers, - he-refers only to!
Works which - ne has read. :-Every.. book
mentioned i8.in -the. Iibrary a.t Sing~Sing!
:(bé'é:ring" {the ‘number .givenafter it) and|
may; proba.bly .also be found at Auburn
and"Chnton."‘ H: :

'“JAndethem comes -the -review ,.itself a re-
'view: which:every*book lover:of Sing .‘Sing-J

!i’as 3 “éad with- mterest, and which ma:yi
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:..ins that prison“ colony«..
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{ Caesar Birrotteau (No.

<
Eben Holden (No. 125) Irving Bacheller
Yap yarn. There's no kick coming- on'
this one. It's straight dope from the drop
of the hat.
142) . .iveeease

tard when it comes to giving us a MHne
on the doings in Giddyburg.
Pere Goriot (No. 142)..Honoré de Balza.c

] The Balzac stable:has nothing but Win-
ners. This one is abolut an old frog-eater.

!Who, while takingidife easy, was bled f::om_.

the parlor to the garret by a couple:of
flashy dames that belonged to the fam-.
ly. Give this one the giad hand.

Cousin Pons (No. 143). “Honoré de ‘.Balza.o

Cast your glims over this; two old gdys
in this that are classy. It's an up-to-the-
{ minute scoop that Balzac is In a class by

himself,
: The Chouans (No. 140) Honoré de Balzao

Lots of scrap in thig
dandy.
L xvho turned. fire-eaters,
ten, twent’ an' thirt’.

The 7Idiot, - A House Boat on’the Styx.
The pursuit of a House Boat,
Mr. Bonaparte of Corsica, The |
Enchanted Typewriter, Coffee
and Repartee Nos. 147-1.33) ......

John Kendrick BangB

‘More thrills than

with the fun-fest; and sends over a line

crisp from the popper, -

Sentimental ’I'oxnmy. When a Man's
‘ Single, Two of Them, Auld Licht
Idyls, A. Tillyloss- Scandal, The
Little Minister, Margaret Oc'ilvie,
Better Dead, and A Window in

Honoré de Balzac
Swell goods. Balzac is all to the mus- |

It's ﬂne and .

All about a lot of frog-eaters,

Johnnie with.the -hirsute name is there;

of funny-bone ticklers tbat are hot and |

Thrums (Nos 180-188)..J. M. Barrie
Scotch with the mist and the burr still
on it. Fairly good. No. 185, “ The’ Little
Minister,” - ig: the one best bet. _ v

|Love i 014 Clothes (No 341)......
H. C. Bunner

Bun can ca.ll the turn. for quiet fun.
Short stories that get. a.wa:y with the
decision.

Phe.Christian, The Manxman, A Son
of Hagar, She's All the World-to, 7 .

|

' Me, The Bondsman, The Last
. Confession. The Deemeter, The . -
.Shadow. of a - Crime, < Captain

Davy's Honeymoon, The Scape- . -
goat’ (Nos 37"-381).........Ha.11 Caine

Hall is in the-limelight for keeps, Our
special wire for -to-day: ~

373. The Manxman—stralght. .5
876 The Bondeman—the place. G
. 878. The Deemsfer—to show. All a.hout
the doings of a lot. of rubes.on the Isle of
 Man, wherever thatds. =~ = s, -

When XKniglithood Was in Flower. »
(NO m).......I.....CC...‘.‘.".‘ }
Charles ‘Major, alias Edwin Caskoden

| A flossle- piece*gf ‘work a.bout as bunch
' of queens. The main falry ig:a" niftsq
'bunch of- .ekirts.n Bd’ hae certa.inly _made
EY ,home run with the ba.ses full. 3

“"Th.is one *“grabe th Sl ¥ :
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| went with him was g fall-guy for falr. |

Discovery of a Unique Document, in -Modern Slang,

Intended fo “Steer” Patrons of Prison Library.

Wormwood (No. 542)........Marle Corellf

‘This is a strong yarn-of a booze fighter
- with an absinthe yen-yen. He certainly
was the. original terrible example. Get
next to this live wire! it'll do you good.

Thelma. {No. 543). csessacess .NMaArle Corelli

Marie’ tdkes- the -candy.
thing you’ll like this one.

It is & sure

\The Rorna.nce O0f Two WorldS.eeeeess

[ R

Marie Corelli

This one is a pipe dream of this world,
and the one to come, as Marie sees it.
. You can scratch this entry if yoti want to.
Other winners in the Corelll sta‘ble, are
“Vendetta," (No. 548,) ‘“The SBorrows- of

‘Batan, (No 951,) angd *“Ardath,” (No. 548)

The Red Badge of Courage (No. 53@, ,
ane

Stephen

Steve came near being the big noise..

'This one of hls is a winner for sure. Rea.l

wa.r s_tuff .
Whilomville Stories (N 0. 56T eoveoess

* Stephen Crane-

Nix on this It‘s too kiddish and cuts
no ice with yours truly. .

'I'ertarin of Tarascom (No.629).\.....
Alphonse Daudet

AIphonse keeps them all guessing.

ayseed,who hgd .a swelled bean . over his
a.bilit-y as - lion. hunter,
keeps when he(started out to prove it, ‘but

it shows how'a four-flusher, tha.t hits the
jpike, can make good with lthe wise gaz-

Trilby was a bird

He s

.sonie cle.se when-it comes to elingingsink.
_Thie one's: about a very chesty" French'

He got stung for-

hd

™

it long enough,

Soldiers of-Fortune (No. 68
.Richard

arding Davis

' Dickie Is the main squeeze whan it comes
‘ta up-to-ddate stuff. His queens are hot-
house beauts and his heroes, are good
‘scouts  that have everybody ‘bee.ten to a

pulp.

The Three Musketeers (No 763). e e euo
Alexander Dumas

Aleec was no jollier; when he got to

bushing the pen across the paper he got
down to casey right__away.

X: This one |
breaks the bank. On your life, .don't
scratch this entrﬂ,s»r The- d&'Artagnan guy
inthis 1is there~with.the' knockout.

Trilby (NO. 782)cecsrencssees DU Maurier

Chocolate creams have. nothing on this,
even if it is a trifly rpushy at the ﬂnish
or falr, a regula.r
pippin
J anlce Meredlth (No. 886). ... Paul L. Ford

Put your windows orl for this one. It's
a daisy. Me for Paul. There's something
doing all thé: time. His Honorable Peter
Sterling '* and * The Grea.t K. & N. Train

‘Robbery " have plenty of git-up-and-git

ih tHem. ~

"l‘he 'Wldow Lerouge ((N‘o. 020).ecevs ]
-Emil Gaboriau

This one 19 a.ll right, all right. . When
it comes- to deteotlve stunts, Gab,.old boy,
is. a -récord ‘breaker.,. .His ‘-File- No. {13

a.nd. ** Other People,s Money z - will make
'you sit up and ta.ke notice. :

Ehe New YJork Eimes

Published: April 30, 1911
Copyright © The New York Times

i

abos that stay home, if he omb' keeps at |
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‘The First Violin (No. 908)...ccccveese
Get wise to this one.

down.

‘draw a line on her; others later.”

Never agaln!
bunch,

Willle.

Vicar of Wakeﬂeld (No. 963)......

"ha-ha.
there with the goods. .

She (N0.1089) . cess oo .. . H. Rider Haggard

- H. Rider
is.there when it comes to gmooth bisguit-
The queen of this tale is long
on looke, plenty of life a.nd actlon. There's
a. dinge -serapper In it that eats-'ern-alive.
Hea meke LAl ArthurwJohnsing a.nd\the
rest of the chamois—puehers look like gold-
-brieks.. The main guy gets hitehed to the

It's a cinch you'll like this.

. ehooters

'queen at .the end

-Cranford (NO. 944).c00eaee. .. Mrs. Gaskell

. This was tipped to me as~a winner..
played it and it fell at the * Liverpool.”
The characters are a datfy
I never could stand for these old,

lady stories, they cut no Ice with little

I

Oliver Goldsmith

All e.bout one of the plous push that
was a dead -game, sport and no quitter.
He was game to the core and stood all
the bumps Fate'_handed out to hgm.
There's a 16°to'1 proposition in here that
|knocke the sky-pilot In order to steal his
I1::ueaoherino daughterg, but he gets stung
iin the end;, and they hand him the merry‘

It don't get by me that Olivex\is

Jessie Fothergill
It's a classy show
We have a hunch that Jessie is

there plenty strong every time, exeén if
this i{s the only one we have clocked. Will

J

The Man Without a Country (No. - |

1104) . cvivennin Bdward Everett Hale
- This .one s a corker and then some.
You'd swear it ‘was true,: We got 2 little
damp about-the lamps at the finish. Hale
should have stuck to short stories. He
certainly “was on the job when he framed

thig one, '

Humors ‘of the Falr (No. 1183) ceens .
Julian Hawthorne
No, Reggle, thiz' one is not about the|
falt sex. It's ancient history of the
World’s: Fair_held at Chi. in ’93.  This
is a dead oné now, and you’ re up-against
a con game it you fall for it. "Jullan, X
guess, was hot after the mazuma in '93, |
The House of the Seven Gables (No.
1186) ..Nathaniel Hawthorns
| Talke it from me, Bo, Nat is there with
the goods, but he .will tu-e your think-
tank a bit if taken e.tter Tepeated doses
of - O. Henry. The main gees in this are
lan old maid with' a pedigree, -an ex-con
that's peeved with the world after doing
'a. long bit, and an old tichtwad squire
| ' that'll ma.ke yvou feel like handing him one
lon the lug.. The house, with the bunch
| of gables stands on ground that a relative
:of the above group got by the deuble-
lcross method.

Tw"loe-Told 'I‘a.les 0. 1188)
(%athaniel Hawtihorne

- No kick eom!ng on theee They're hot
stutf, even it they are a-re-hash.

The Scerlet Letter (No. 1189)......
Na.tha.niel Hawthorne

| This one is there with ‘the gray matter.
f There’s a sky-pilot in this.that wag &
“Wwelcher. F¥e'll make you feel like putting
“him on the bum. ' The main dame is game
-to the cors and the whole outfit of phoney
knockera can 't feaze her.

Amerioa.n and Xnelish Note Book
- (No. 1192).......Nathaniel Hawthorne

Nix on this. Cut it out. They put thig
one over on Nat after he passed in his
checks. :

The Rise of Sﬂae Tapham (No. 1819).
- William Dean Howells
Some ot the ﬁlse ones- tout 'W. D. as a
winner. but there's nothing doing with
Skidoo for him. '

Les Miserables (No 1336). ... .Victor Hugo

Now we're getting down to brass tacks.’
This ig” the richest thing that ever came,
‘down the plke, It's. a la.la.peloosa. Youw
avant to read’ it.three times. The first
1ime: you Won't oatch on to all the fine,
"pomts, you skip the deseriptions ta_follow.
-_Jea.n 'Va.lJea.n 'l‘he second time you'll
£all, fon a: Iittle of sthe descrlpttve dope,
and ‘about: the thlrd tlme you'll read the
swellest ; line on’ the Ba.ttle of Wa.terloo
"tha.t ‘was- ‘ever handed out 'I‘hat line on
‘the ;eewers of Pa.rie is. some. class too
The main guy in’ this is'a con tha.t ‘makes’
& smooth geta.wa.y,“but he’ 8. up egainst Jdt
for falr., The “bull’ that s .a.fter him must
be & littlagflighty :tn the ‘bea.n v g’;hSX don’t

have bull_s Jike tha.t now-a.-da.ys, . :;'; S
HLStory of Crlme (No. lsﬁ)zl'yiotor Hugo
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Ma.ny Ca.rgoes (A358) .50 enn.. W W, Jacobs
- If you want to laugh and grow fat,” go
on and fall for alt of Jacob's stuff. It's
good for the, blues..

The Author of Beltrafﬁo. The Other -
: House, The Spoils of Paynton, :

Tales of Three Cities (No 1376—:9)
‘Henry James

- Don’t g’et busy here. Hen’s English is
Jke an old maid gunt, it’s so prim-anad
proper it’s painful. Cut it out, Hen, a.nd‘
come down with the common herd. * 'I'a.les
of Three Cities’ was - the limit.- Wow!
Wow! But that one about.the Back Bay
of Boston had me off my trolley; I hail
from that burg myself. I thought this
‘“ Tales of Three Citles” woiuld go Dick-
ens's~‘' A Tale of Two Cities ™ one better,
but it was a rank hold<up. Hen is no re-
lation to Jesse James. '

N. B.—Henry James Invented the Eng-
lish language and transcendentalism.

,Hypa.tia. (No. 1454)......Charles XKingsley

I love my wife, but oh, you Hypa.tia.'
This one is about E: ewell da.me. long on--
| mythology, who tmed to stack up againgt
'& duma of religious fanatics and cams to
a swift finish. I don’t like the way the
dame got it In the neck. She-didn’'t geta
square deal. There’s a dude in here that’s
a bird. He was certainly some loose with
‘hig change. It also contains one 0ld. hag
yvou'll' want to slap on the wrist.

Westward Ho! (No.1,459) Charles angsley
Like a chump I thought this one was
a.bout hitting the trdil for our West.
After I got the.green goods I found it
was westward ho from the land of John
, Bull in the days when the little old U, &.
f.A was an unknown shdpe on the map.

Gil Blas (No. 1,527%.............Ls Sage

. This oné was @ dark horse that gal- _
‘Ioped home with all the tin' in sight.
It’s & brace for tired people Gil Blasw
'was a foxy outfit and that’s no fra.me up.
Don’t fail to connect., . —
Charles O’Ma.lley (No. 1539).«...... A
©  Charles Lever
Lever is right there every time 'with the—.
Harp stuff. All about Ireland’ befor&dn v
the live ones came over here.” =~ .. ~-.
From Lands of Exile (No 1067%.....
ierre: Loti
~ Thig is just a smooth bunch ‘ot c‘lescrip-
tivé Tettérd from 'an officér in ile French
Navy to. sbme ‘dameé. at home. I youd
fall. for thig* you’d* tr:?' to pick the littlo
pea:

'Ha.ndy endv (No 1070) . ..Sa,muel Lover
. Wirra.' Wirra' But this one: is like

ame

|

dered, Ha.ndy Andy certainly Fvas the_
original’ village cut-up, - [

Rory O’More (No. 157f) .;. ;. Samuyel Lover.

_w‘l‘his -§8 a- good thing: npassu\it» along?
Samuel;can sure makeé yow rubbenwsome.
"The Last of the -Barons (No 5170 YNNI
_ v < Liord: Lyttonf
‘*The Warwick guy in- this makes and un-’
tiakeés Kings ‘as easy asda Féilroad- com=:
'- nanymsed’ to grant rebe.tes* they*re»an eaey
by—pla,‘y' ¥for: himdi ddie, ne of the near-

S i

kings, will‘make yqur feel ’ilike‘ jumping

e h\x‘l

;mm_.vDIok o sdil 1750 little batt?%on the‘i
gloryegame. EWe! don’t‘ fa.il‘;f R hl"ﬁl not,"
on; i"’oun '[:.b:x--i;*y;:hea Hon't t«fa.ll sleep Aate 18
oS fhsomething:y* oing xevef
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