A Mysténous Expeditlon Apparenﬂy Not ComboSed

o % e e m o w om-

of Archaeologists, Hunts Strange Treasure Under
the Mosque of Omar, Sets the Moslems in a

|
i

HE dispatches from Jerusalem stat-
ing that an exploring party has
been able to dig a way under the

AMosque of Omar and find there
certa.in sacred relics of enormecus Inupor-

tance sound like the invention of an imag-

{‘{naﬁt'e correspondent’s idle hour, hut it is
{Ialready known that there is an extraor-
‘dinary story back of it all

- It Is highly improbable that the ex-~
; Plorers have discovered the Ark of the
! Covenant that AMoses built and that has
' not been heard of since 587 B. C., though
it Is not after all absolutely impossible,
' a.nd ‘it 1s certain that the seven branched
*:a.ndlestick is not there., but it is known
,m I\ew York that the excavating expedi-
ftion which has been digging around the
zacred precinets in Jerusalem went there
with the object of finding the Ark.

It is possible that they have by tunnel-
ing penetrated to some tomb or hiding
! place under the Mosque which stands on
'_ the exact spot occupied by the Temple of
Solomon first and after the return from
captivity by the Second Temple, but Jew-
i ish shrolars in this city like Prof. Richard
 Gottheil of Columbia and Dr. Solomon
Schechter, the learned head of the Jewish
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Theolozical Seminary, think it is extreme-

', ly unlikely that relics of Solomon’'s Tem-
_._".ple hatve been discovered.

However, it is a fact that some Eng-

JERUSALEM 2.3xd the MOUNT
o7 OLIVES.

D

~shmen belleved they had discovered al
clue t¢ the hiding place of some sacred:
relics of the Jewish temple. Three o= four
yvears ago they were trying to raise money .
for such an expedition and it is evidenti
thdt gomebody must have thought theis

story worth following up, for they huave|
beer. spending large sums of mnney in |

Jeruszlem, - |
Their story was that a scholar workingé
fn the library of Constantinople had 4
found an ancient volume which told of a |
 gecret place peneath the Temple of Sol-i
h was used, at the time of thei

omon’” whic

. destruction of the Temple, as a hiding!
This scholar, ]‘

place for the sacred relics.
a Swede by the way, took his discovery w

England and there interested some men,
who in turn tried to raise money from
prominent people in order to make what
they considered the greatest archaeolog-
feal venture of all time. ,

Wost people, when approached thou"ht
the whole idea too fantastic, and many
again, even if they believed in the pos-:
sibility of success in the digging, were
too well aware of the. fanaticism of the
{nhabitants of Jerusalem to think it pos-
sible to get away with the spoils when
they should be unearthed. But in the:
course of time backers were found ana.
prominent people, from the Duchess of _i
#Marlborough to the Armours of Chicago,
have been mentioned as taking part.

When this expedition arrived in the Holy
City it caused a sensation. Never had an,

exploring party appeared before with so
inexhausﬂble a fund of money. They had
a ya.cht, and they were intima.te with im-

rounded with a bodyguard while they ]
worked, and the curious could not get
near to see what was gomg on.

Most singular of arm, none of the party
appeared to be archaeologists, according
‘to Prof. Richard Gottheil of - Columbia-
who was there in Jerusalem in the Amer-
‘fcan School of Archaeology that Winter.
'They were a puzzle to the scholarly folk
who went their way under the eyes of
'anvbody who happened to be around and
i who saved money because they knew it

'was hard to get.

 find anything of value while Prof. Got-
theil was there:; but for that matter they
made such a mystery of what they did
'that nobody could follow their work. This
 expedition answers, nowever, the descrip-
tion of the men who have raised such &
|commotion in Jerusalem, and whose find-
Iings may be made the subject of diplo-
'matic negotiations.

|
{ The singular exploring party did not
|
i

For, if they have found any sacred relics
under the Mosque of Omar by tunnellingar
in from the shafts they sunk by the wail
thev will doubtless have to return cfhern
The hill of Jerusalem s sacred’ to DNMo-
’hammedan: in only a littlg/l"ess degree
' than the shrines connected with IMo-

}hammed Abraham vs;a‘g their ancestor,
'it‘nev say, no less tpan he was the fore-
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Ferment, and May Cause Diplomatic Incident.
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father o:‘: the Jews, and they guard with
jealous care the spot associated with
him, where the Temple of Solomon stood.

There has been for two thousand years
a tradition of a hiding place under the
Temple. It is not improbable that there
ma:{r be something there which has not
been suspected through all these cen-
turies. One theory is that the tombs .of:
the kings may .be discovered beneath. the
Mosque of Omar. -

Phis particular theory, which interested

Baron _Edmond- de Rothschild, -is ‘borne

1- A-,a

£ ‘by, ithé: fact: “that!] .;the “tinnel; which
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a, crooked track, as i1f it had been turned
to avoid something that lay in the way,
ander the Temple.

It is possible that the expedition struck
some such treasure trove. And it 1s also
possible that the population of Jerusalem,
so easily excited on questions of religion,
have ‘been misled, and that the -expedi-
‘tion: has not 'viola.ted any of the ‘'sacred
shrines,

.But.at any rate something curious haa_
_-‘ﬁéén%oing on. Infidels digging near’the|
‘holy plage’ and-. screened Irom the eyes
of ‘the 'féiithful would “not bo popular in |
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patches, Inaccurate as It evidently is in
some details, tallies none the less with
the story, known to be true, of the ex-
ploring party that wanted to seek the
Ark. ,

‘While it iIs In the highest degree im-
probable that the Ark of the Covenant
has been found, there is no way of declar-
ing that it hasn't been until the party gets
to .London. - The golden candlestick we
‘know a,bout Its histOry 18 traced !rom
'the taking. of the Second Temple by Titus
1n the year: ;0 A D., through its wander-

-ings =in Rome and - Carthago and Con—--
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The POOL ot STLOAM
outside of Jerusalens

when the city was sacked by the Persian
King, and it was no more heard of.

'I‘here does not seem to be much doubt
as to what became of the candlestick.
Good gold it was, and little did the Per-
slan king care for the fact that it had
been through centuries one of the vener-
ated objects of a people scattered, then,
too far to defend it.-

But with the Ark of the Covenant the
case I a little gdifferént. A thousand
vears before the seven-branched candle-
stick fell into the hands of the Persian
king the Ark disappeared. What became
of its nobody knows, and nobody can even
offer a conjecture distinctly better than
various other guesses.

The Ark was the centre of the Jewish
worship, so far as it had a visible cen-
tre. Its history, as told in the Bible,
forms one of the most thrilling chapters
of that most interesting of books. Made
for the reception of the tablets of stone
on which the Ten Commandments were
graven, the Children of Israel carrled it
through their wanderings as their most
precious possession.

When they reached the promised land

‘the priests bearing the Ark had but to.
-touch the waters of the river Jordan with .
their feet and the waves separated and
made a way through for the whole people.

“When the Philistines captured the Ark it
prought on them such sufferings, plagues
of boils and plagues of mice and the
breaking of their own god’'s statue, that
of their own accord they returned it to
thc Ira.elites. '

!the Arlr of the Covenant in the Holy of
' fIolles. No man looked upon it save the
high priest, who once a year entered to
pray befors the mercy seat that the sins
of the people should be forgiven. Be-
tween -the two winged (figures, made
doubtless after the Egyptian fashion, the
Jews sald a glory hovered, proof of the
presence of the Lord himself, the She-
kinah radiance that protected the Chosen
People of God.

, Then came the descent of the King of
/Babylon upon Jerusalem and the disap-
pearance of the Ark. For a thousand
vears it had been with -the people and
then, in.the day of the captivity it was
Iost s0 completely that & mass of legends
have grown up around the disaster ana
form a whole chapter of rabbinical llter-
ature. .-

| The easy apd obvious solutlon of the)
rmYSterY is that the XKing took it away
with the captives and used the gold with
which it was overlaid inside and out.

The Apocalypse of Fsdras says that this
was the end of it, The Fourth Book of
Kings, another of the Apocrypha, says
that the Babylonians took much silver ana
brass and gold away from the captured
city.

But there i{s another legend. The Sec-
ond Book of Maccabees tells a different
and more romantic story. It quotes from
the writings of the Prophet Jeremiah as
to the fate of the Ark:

** The . prophet, beilng warned by God,
commanded that the Tabernacle and the
‘Ark should accompany him till he came
forth to the mountain where Moses went
up and saw the inheritance of God., And
when Jeremias came thither he:found a
hollow cave and he carried im thither the
Tabernacle and the Ark and the Altar of
Incense, and he stopped the door. Then
some of them that followed him came up
to mark the place, but they could not
find 1it.

“ And when Jeremias percelved it he
blamed them saying: The place shall be
unknown 11 God gather the congrega-
tions of the people and recelve them to
mercy. And then the Lor8 will shew
these things and the majesty of the Lord
shall appear and there shall ‘be a cloua
as it was also shewed to Moses and he
shewed it when Solomon prayed that the
place might be sanctified to the great
God.”

This tradition goes back 200 years be-
fore the Christian era, but on the other
hand it §{s 300 years and more later then
the Babylonian captivity. .\

There is8 2 mass of rabbinical tradition
much more in accord with the story told
in the recent press dispatches. Dr.
Schechter thinks it possible that the ex-
plorers may have collectcd these rabbini-
cal legends and determined to follow what
they took to be a clue. At any rate, soine
of the Talmudic writers set forth a be-
lief that the sacred Ark had been hidden
just about where it was reported to be
found, under the Temple of Solomon.

A place had been made there, says the
tradition, so that in case of fire or de-
struction by enemies the Ark and the
other treasures of the Temple could be
quickly hidden. The legend went that
the Ark would not be brought forth until
the day when the Messiah should bring'
the scattered people of Israel back to thelr
land and Temple.

1

-

There are, of course, many chambers
under the Mosque and foundations and
hidden places that have not been ex-
plored. It is hard enough to see from

the outside, the sacred places of the Mo-
hammedans without aspiring for permiss,

sion to go into the nooks and corners, so*
the explorers, if thelr ob:lect ha.d 'been

tO Eet unjez: j;h.e :I'.‘emnle.; mm}td:n auy, 3.

1?,\
‘«.

>h&we been obliged to tunnel from the out-
slde.

If the excavators had rea.lly read the
‘mass of rabbinical traditions and taken
them seriously they would not have had
much difficulty in fancying how and why
the secret ‘of the {reasure was losg_:.,
Strange stories are told in France to-day,
‘not all of them likely to be falge, about
lthe disappearance of price_less relica of
| the Church at the time of the revolution.

CPHOTOS (©) UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD N.Y)
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Some simply-disappeared, thelr secret lost
with a man suddenly killed. Others are
 said to have come to light by chance, and
to have been the source of some suddenly
facquired wealth. At any rate such things
 are always possible when there are relig-
ious oblects of great sacredness and peo-
ple determined to save them from Iin-
vaders.

| This {3 ell that {s known about the Ark—
and this 1s not *“knowing’ anything,
since it 1s all a tangle of tradition. If it
ihad been buried, however, the place that
- the explorers dug in would have been the
rational spot to hide it in. for so sacred an
object, and one so wvaluable to the in-
vaders who must have filled the country,
could not easily have been taken out of
the Temple.

| The Mohammedans would be angry at
the explorers for two reasons. They be-
lieve, according to the cabled story, that
the sacred rock has been tampered with,
and the rock s of course the most holy
spot to them {n all Jerusalem. It ig the
| centre of the IMoly Hill, the reason for
the exlstence of the Mosque of Omar.

Some places in the world have always
been considered sacred and the hill top
at Jerusalem crowned with the Mosqus
of Omar is one of them. XLong before
'Solomon bullt his temple there it was
venerated. Here tradition says was tho
rock on which Abraham sacrificed tho
j“ ram caught in the thicket’ that took
‘the place of his-son Isaao.

This is the very rtock, the Mohamme-
dans believe, that lies in the centre of the
\Iosque. It Is so0 holy that ii is veiled.
.No one may touch it. Torty feet wide
‘and fifty-six feet long, it les under the
‘Breat dome, the best protected and most
~widely revered object on the globe. It is .
only recently that Chrlsi:.ia.ns have been
allowed to gaze et it. '

It is generally believed that this stone
‘was the foundation for the altar in the
 Temple ‘of Solomon and, later, In the
- Becond Temple. Certainly there has al-
'whys been an atmosphere of reverence
about it. Angd if the people of Jerusalem
think thet by any ruse strangers have
‘tampered with it the seriousness of tha.
situation iIs evident.

Then again, the Mohammedens hatve
'their own traditions about the Ark. . They
believe that the Ark contains the broken
tables of stone, the staff and clothing of
Mqses and the turban of Aaron. At the
death of Moses (G0d took it to heaven and
angels brought it back, Somse say Moses
did not make the Ark but God sent it
when Adam fell, as a token -that his
presence was not altogether withdrawn.

. With it came the Light of Mohammied,
that which created the earth, the most
preclous  gift of God. When Ishmael,
ancestor of the Arabs, was drlven. into
the wilderness with his mother Hagar he
took the Ark with him. It was returned
to the childr2n of Isaac, but the Light of
Mohammed remained with the Arabs. :

Together with the rod of NMoses the
Ark les, they say, in the Lake of Tiber-
fus and on the last day it will be brought
forth.

Here, then, are the various traditions
as to the fate of the Ark and the story-
of the strange expedition so far as it is-
known to-day. The yacht is sailing in"
the Mediterranean, headed for England. . ’
What has the mysterious ship on board? :
Some sacred object laid away by tho
hands of priests dead these twenty-five E

hundred vears, or relicg of the glory of
Solomon, taken from a hidden tomb, or—-
which is a possible theory—nothing at all" B
At least the whole expedition is an ex- .-"'-'-
citing adventure that goes to show this
oldrworld not nearly so bare of ro"nancc

a.p.;pe _pI_, try to.make out.
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