'BUT they're not fitted for the vote,”

prepared to introduce sentimentalism and

1S WOMAN FIT FOR SUFFRAGE? - PERHAPS NOT. WELL,

LA

objected the Office Philosophér.
‘““ The mind of woman is so essential-
Iy different from that of man. Are you

hysteria into “the most solemn task a
freeman has to execute—a task which
should be apprcached in the same spirit
in which you would appreach a church—

a task calling for the best powers of|
a mature masculine mind? " S

“ Well,” said ‘the Office Radical, * they
do vote in five States,.to say nothing.of
a few foreign countries, and I haven't
observed any "hysteria or sentimentalism. .
You've be=2n out in those states. Just
run over a few of the sentimental elec-'
tions the women-have conducted, or ‘the |
hysterical laws they have placed.on th&I
statute-books. Reel off a half dozen "of,

‘them while’ I wait; I won't ask for any

more. Say. seven  at the most; Bl "be
satisfied -with that.” ‘

He looked for a match to light his pipe.
It wasn't where.he expected to find it;
so he huntedraround for several minutes,
and then- had- to hunt again to. find. his
tobacco, “which-he-had forgotten to-.place
in his pipe.- This cperation took all of
five minutés, ‘aid when he -got-his-pipe
_comfortably "lighted and looked expect-
antly at the Philosopher, that worthy was
still ruminating. L

“ Well?” ~interrogated the
patiently. ' ‘ ' _

“I ,don't recall any,” confessed his
colleague, reluctantly. “ But that-in it-
self is one of the most damning argu-
‘ments against woman suffrage. The
suffragists are always cldiming that. if
they get the vote the millgnnium will be
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The Office Radical Thinks Not, and He Overwhelms the
| Philosophér by Some Cases in Point.

!ushered in; that they wlill reform every-
. thing and

install a Paradise on =sarth.

They haven't done anything of the kind
in Colorade. it's just as gang-ruled as
it ever was, and the legislation there 1is
just what it would have been if women
had never had the vote.” -

“ You anti-suffragists have got us suf-
fragettes coming and going,” said the
Radical, derisively. ‘ In one breath you
argue that women voters will be hystéri-

cal and sentimental, and in the next you
argue that they won't. You base the {irst

argument on’ theory and the second on;

fact. When we meet you -on the first
vou switch over and occupy our ground.
Excuse me for saying so, Phil, but your
logic is essentially feminine and -proves
that you are unfitted for the ballot.”
‘““That. I. am?’ repeated the Philoso-
pher, indignantly. - = STt
**Well, that mén are,’ said the Radi-
cal,” unmoved. . * As a maitter of fact, to
change the subject slightly, the great
question is not, ‘Are women fitted for the
ballot? It is, Are men fitted for- the
ballot? I'm inclined to think women are
not, but I'm dead sure men are not.”
‘“We haven’t made such a mess of it
for the last. 123 years,” said the Philoso-
pher, ironically.
‘“ We’ve -blundered through,” admitted
the Radical. ‘‘The sweet little cherub

' watches over. fools, drunken men, idiots,

and. American voters—although it may be
tautology ‘to différentiate between the
last two classes.” - ‘ '

“ What's the matter with us, anyway?".
demanded the Philosopher.
» {“Well,- you'll see. if you’ll go back to
that hogwash you-talked in your opening
paragraph’’/résponded the -Radical. ‘I

mean.-that poppycock ~about “the solemn

task, ~'tlie - grave . 'deliberation,  the ~ best
powers: of .the . mature - masculine mind.
Listen to -any two Amegican jadultsg dis-
-cussing - politics, "and see”if your -descrip-
tion fits. .- = - - . AR

: 896 I.went on the stump and .ex-
hausted "the powérs of -my intellect ex-
pounding "the meaning of.16. to:1. -As.I
descended from what rank- literary: out-
siders .call the ‘rostrum’ an. intelligent-
looking: workingman," who  had_ been  fol-
lowing- my ‘argument with .lchitted brow,
stepped. up to-me and said: .“I don't
know" that I understand  4his " question
fally. - If'-we “have' free: silver. wil ~we’

have-to -carry - around. :theése-:damn:.silver.

cartwheels .in'.our pockets '..instead : of
greenbacks?- Is: that what 16:to . 1t

‘means?’ ‘. . RN L
;Y fold ~him: it wasn’t, .and.vhe: sald;,
“Then~Fil “yote ~for Brilagr~ ‘i i 5 d
““:After :the-election’ we-applaudéd onr-
selves. mightlly and .patted  ourselves. on
.the’ back’ about- the intelligent ‘American
.workjngman, . who ~had ~spoken out in
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-trumpet:tones .for. the national honor and:

:reébuked-- the. demon- of:c repudiation. I
‘hedrd..a-counle .of these noble’ freemen:

a¥guing. the isslles of the ddy just before’

that, election.- ‘Were: tHey+talking about
thei standard® of -:valuel..the purchasing.

power of the .doHar;y ‘and all those things’

which. the mightiest intellects of the Re-
public had:-been expounding to them for
four months?

~ *"Well, they weren’t.
saving, - ‘ Did

em was
times

One of-
you ever have goo

1

“under-a: Democratic. administration? el

"me that.’

. careless vote is large, but what carries the

"told you enough?’

"Is no -good,’ or, ‘ Taft is a stuff,’”” and sees |

.ecrowd. He ‘hears somebody .say-on.ithe

-and they go out'and repeat it-to-some:one.
.else. . +And ‘that's-the way.public opinion

praises.. .1 Day ' before ~ yesterday I ‘:'re-

-has_His; good points, though, they're hard

-was.when oursfriend was'laudjng him to

-who -were- glibly dismissing:. Gaynor:.as:a
* crook '~counld - give.one. - _It’s:in the alir,

riam do'any.woerse? . What Is tRe. essen-
.tial difference.between his frame,

_ ‘ No; but this man Bryan is
on the side of the poor.' ‘Never mind |
that. Did vou ever have good times un- |
der a Democrat?’ *‘No.” *Well then,{
whatnell are you talking about?’” !
_ * Unquestionably,” said the Philosopher,
in his forensic manner, ' the ignorant or;

elec¢tions is neither the selfish and inter-
ested millionaire nor the uninformed pro-
letarian; it is the intelligent middle class,
which reads and weighs "—

“Oh, ves, the class to which we be-
long,” interrupted the Radical. ‘* Let us
throw the usual bouquets at ourselves.
Well, I'm here to tell you that the unin-
formed proletarian, as you call him,
makes up his mingd just as philosophically
as we do, and . not a jot more.

“T was talking last night with some of
these intellizent ponderers that:go into a
cloister when they're. thinking about pub-
lic .affairs, according to youy. . First they
started talking about the Mayor.. '

“ ¢« What.do you think of Gaynor?’

*“*Oh, he's a crook.’ _

** Just like that. They talked along in
that strain for a while, and finally I
couldn't resist  butting in and asking,
‘But what has he done?’

“*Why, you dub, don't you know?’

““*No; I thought he had given a pretty
good administration. What has he done?’

““ They were almost carried away with
merriment. Finally one of them- recov-
ered breath enough to ask, ‘ Haven't 3’011
read what he did about the subways?’

“ “No; I hadn't heard that he had done
anything about the subways.’ '

‘“ * Haven’t you read about Corrigan?’

. “*Yes, I read that he had lost his tem-
per .and said- some unpleasant things
about Corrigan. But what has-he done?’
. . ¢*Why, good Lord! 1Isnt what I've

“Your intelligent thinker makes up his

mind according to the.current of. the

back platform-of a street car,.‘' Roosevelt

a’ ‘cartoon ‘or a®headline ‘endorsing .that
view:..and then-he -tells. his: co-philoso-
phers the next time he meets Them, ‘ That
fellow. Taft is a- - sad -disappéintment’;

is made. . . .- 1

U« A year ago one of the most.intelligent
of our- friends" was:shouting:-Roosevelt’s

marked-that I thought:-the average public
man--was .-a--pretty - good sort’.of: fellow.
‘Yes,”» he agreed,- -thoughtfully,. I sup-
pose:that's ‘so:” I suppose: even-Roosevell
to discovaer.” .oy W T URF e -
“~What-has happened to Reosevelt since
8: year ago?.He'is thevsame,Roosevelt he
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the skies, He /couldn’t;glve ‘a’reason for
the’life-0f him, any more;than -my;: friends

that's* all,” and: our friend ~follows* the
crowd. Could- -your uninformed proleta-

mind
as-to:Rooseveli-and: that ‘of the two work-
ingmen~whem”I heard discussing-Bryan?
T¢“The Mayoralty of New York is the
graveyard - of reputations, as- somebody
said . of South Africa. But it isn’t because

‘we -don't- have good -Mayors.: It-is in the-
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temper of our people. After & Mayor has
held office a couple of years the intelli-
gent philosopher you've been haloing gets
vaguely tired of him,- he doesn’t know

why. Every little thing he does is magni-
fied into a- mountain; he becomes a

‘crook,” or a ‘fool,’ ar any opprobrious
thing you may happen to think of.

““"en or fifteen vears after he -has re-
tired from office we are talking about
‘the good old days when Blank was
Mayor.” But while he is in office—

*“Oh, bosh,” said the Philosopher.

“ Bosh, eh? " asked the Radical, aroused.
““ Can you think of any Mayor from Hew-
itt to MceClellan -who hasn't become un-
popular in his term of office? It doesnt
make a particle of difference whether the
man is a Van Wyck or a Low, a Gilroy
‘or a Strong. Every one of them has be-
come the target for hoots and hisses.
Some of them " have deserved if, soms
haven't. This restless, unsatisfied pop_}gla-
tion here won't stand. for either Kind.

‘“You were speaking of Taft,” said the
Philosopher. ‘‘That case bears strongly
on ‘my argument. The blast of -unpopu-
larity that blew on Taft a_year or two
azo was an evidence of the discriminating
judgment of newspaper readers. They ap-
proved of Taft, but they condemned him
fori gfne act—his indorsement of the Payne
tarift,”’

‘“ Nothing of the kind,” retdorted the
Radical. Your memory is too -short.- Tatt
was. condemned for everything he did and
didn’'t do; for. attending bandquets, for:rid-
ing in railroad trains, for everytfling'and
for nothing. When he indorsed the Payne
tariff it. gave a handle, that was all
Your middle-class philosopher -was not
willing to weigh pdtiently and’ dis-
criminatingly what Taft was -doing
and set the good against the bad; he seiz-
ed.on everything he didn’t like, and- his
‘discriminating: verdict was handed down

on the street corner and in:the.barroom in’

thef 1;f‘oIlq‘wing language: . ‘¢ Oh, he's a big
stuff.’: . e -

. * Wae felicitated ourselves much:on the
election:.of" last.year, and.there was much
talk about your discriminating and un-
foolable voter.  .I -asked:a-. dozen:.of. my
‘friefids: why:-théy' were: going:to.vote for

Pix.or Stimson.. They .all:gaye different
reasons,

flimsy. Thle meri-vho ‘said’they ‘were:tired |
e

of Roosevelt couldn’t tell me- -why,; he was

identically the same- Roosevelt. he, was.
when they. were throwing up thelr hats

“for him. .. :

. done “which’ t airfe
| from ‘the ‘things herhad been doing for-ten
| yedis past. < He ~couldn’t: tell:. me, : of

being tired.of .Rodsevelt. "What I1'main-

.gent being you- say . he'is,2he elther would
not have- been- for .Rogsevelt..in the first
place- o _would -be fori him .still. .. '

““Then - take IS - T -
snoech ‘which’ we:permif ourselves:in,talk-
ing’-of our-public imen. . It isya, serious

‘thing "to :qall;a-man- a -° .CL‘&QR_-"---.- <If the
man in.-the next street did-something you

sive epithets about him;- but the Presi-
-dent, the Governor, and -the.Mayor are
not men :to you, they are names, and

-them.- So-you permit. yourself-a license

and - every :one of "them - was,

" ‘“Omne man, Said-he had:“got-onto Ropse=;
velt.. .I:askedi-himywhat Roosevelt - had
h was-in any reipect différent

Lourse. .« It was in-theair, - this thing-of,
tain is.that if the voter were. the .intelli--

this. idsane’~ license . of:

‘didn’'t approve-of,;, you would:not-use-abu-

there is nothing. of flesh-and-blpod about:

IS MAN?

r

of speech from which:you would shrink
"in horror if anybody applied it to Tom
or Jack.

“In the city of Washington there Iis
 none of this. Even if a public man’s
actions are open to grave suspicion men
' hesitate long before applying the worst
construction. + It is not because of the
corrupting influence of government life.
as is often said; it is hecause the public
men there are the neighbors of the Wash-

?ingtonlans, are human beings and not
mere lnes of type reading °‘Dix,” or
¢Taft,’ or ‘Gaynor,” as they are here,

and gentlemen are not-as violent toward
flesh and blood as they are toward names
and:.abstractions.’” : |
- You've been :talking about men, not
measures,’’- reminded -the Philosopher.

““Well, what is our’judgment on meas-
ures? . retorted thé Radical. ‘‘ Of all the
men. who: criticised the Payne tariff 1
couldn’t.find one who knew.what was~’in
it.- . It -was' just ‘in .the air’ that .the
tariff was. bad. .It, was bad, as a matter
-gf - fact,  but I couldn’t -find any of your
grave and.:reverend..middle-class  think-
-ers° - who :could-tell why. - : s
" +%1 knew. a man who cut'his frlend’s:;ac-
f‘qlfg.intance in the hot ‘days of- 1886 be-
fcause the ‘friend- was for free silver; or
against: it,- I forget which. ~Anyway, I
"asked this Spartan to.explain the silver
question to me, andMound he:didn’t know
‘the first thing about:it. LN AT
|- *“If the city government fails.to remaoye
an obstruction from'a street after-béing
requested  to the-man whose request-was
turned down waxes .indignant:and-‘votes
-for -the Republican .candjdate for Presi-
dent, and.explain§ that it is _because he
favdrs' a-high tariff. ~1f. the -tariff  bears
‘heavily. on:a man’s:recelpts :he votes: for
2" Democratic ' candidate - for Mayor, and
explains that, it {s becausge’ he! thinks the
Republicdan: ".county - organization 1is! a
“bunch .of burglars.,””~- --. -~ .- .. N
. *““Well, 'about' ‘woman- suffrage,” .said
the Philosopher, ‘'who had béen irying for
a‘'long time to dam.the Radical’s -flow of
eloquence. - ‘‘ Do you really think woman
is fitted for the. ballot?’’

* Probably not,” ‘snorted the Radlesl.
“ But'she can’'t be any more unfitted for

it than man is, unless she loses her mind."”




