"OH}'& HAYS HAMMOND, who..sailed
= yesterday for,England, ‘Wheére!  he 18 to*
.« Yépresent the United Stafes as/Special
.. Ambassidor at “the corenafi!on of
rK!nB" Géorge in Juno. and* who ‘without-
the’iaﬁon is one of *the most” successful
-:nen of the twenﬂeth cenmrv, -and. ‘there-
iore wen qua.liﬂea to speak; decra.res that
. the opportunlties for:success for theyoung
man ot to-day .are as ‘Bood- 83 -Ehey were’
‘twenty-ﬁve years* a.go—lt t‘he lndividual.
Jhas it In him te “ mike good™ ..

. :For’the man ot 'avera.ge a,bllit?. he ag-.
~ﬁer'ts the Wast offers better. chances for-
succgsg -than does,the East To the
.A:ﬁ'erican vouth -he~ offers this word of
2dvice: * Go out into the world and make
.SDmethmg of "yaurself. Select some goal
a.r -success; -but do not keep your eyes'
Tixed- +oR.the godll Rather do the day's
work—as best ¥ou, ca.n. Success will fol-‘
Tow 5277 |

Wﬁen‘ 2 ‘mdn:_whose annual income s
-‘repor.teﬂ to be. $1,0DO 000-~equal to that of
twent-sr Presments -of_the United States, |
and* ten times more “than the annual sal-
‘B.t'y of: some railroad presidents-—g’lves
a;d',rioe _on‘the subject of success:in life it
in v;orfh Mistening to,: for .the name of’
John' ‘Hays Hammond has spelt success!
nince youth. ‘

Born-at- San. Fra.ncisco Cal in 1835, he |
attended ‘X‘iile University,: "where he was'
B cla.ssma.te~ o0f " President Taft,. thelr
trlendship - heyving since continued un- |
broken, :it ‘being said that for years Mr.:
Hammond has been especially “close’
to the present President of the U’nited'
S&tes Several years after leaving Yals
hie Sraduated from the Bheffield Scien-|
tfic Sehoo{. ‘At Yale he studied the Eng- |
itsh clagaies; “political economy, hlstory,
. the langusges. after which he spent three
?oa.rs a.t "the Roval School of Mines, Frel-!
herg, Se.xony, studying mining and met-:
a.uursy “f'hen he bBecame a member of:ths
United Stat‘s Geological Survey.

Bome lgme later he took up the work
of an independent mirning engineer. Bar-
ney Barnato,  the late South African’
millionaire, and subsequently the late
Cecil Rhodes, the * uncrowned kinkg" of
South Africa, engaged Mr. Hammond at]
prodigious salaries to act as adviser in
their gigantic mining enterprises in thati
country. It was while with Ar. Rhodee
that Mr. Hammond was accused by Presi-‘-
dent Kruger of the Transvasal republio Ori
belng implicated in the Jameson raid, was,
arrested, and sentenced to death. The

_powerful influence of the United States
” Qovernment and of the late King Ed-
ward of England, who knew Mr. I-Ie.n:x-1
mond personally, succeeded In saving his |
life. |

Years later he was engaged by the.
7 Guggenheim Exploration Company at 'a!
xalarv of {800,000 per year to advise it
on mining affairs, for it was a common
saying wherever Hammond was known.
that he could pick ocut a payving mining
property although it might bs hundreds.
of feet below the unbroken surface of the
_esrth. His knowledge of where blg pay-
ing mineral is to be found is regardead
by mining men as well nigh uncannyv..
Several years ago he severed his con-,
nection with the Gugge:{heim Company.

Mentioned for the Vica Presldential
nomination in the last campaign, he was
offered and declined the post of Minister,
to China by President Taft. He was not'
long since appointed Special Ambassadori
to attend the coronation of King George.
. With a record of successes attached to|

. his .name, only & few of which are here
mentioned, but merely two or three of;
which would be regarded with the utmost
Lride by many men of large affairs, the
great value of Mr. Hammond's advice to
young men on success in life, together
with his views on other subjects, will
readily be appreclated. .

“*What are the opportunities for sguec-
cess for the young man of to-dayv, as
compared with twenty-five vears ago>
was the first question put to thls wizard
of mining.

‘1 think the opportunities are quite as
freat now as then,” he answered, * but
at the same time I believe that to be
successful requires a man of larger parts
than formerly, that is to say, 2 man of
stronger character and of broader and
higher education. This is because of the
greater keenness in competition. To {llus-
trate, take the case of my own profes-
sion—mining. If we judge merely by the
money actually made the chances were
better twenty-five years ago than to—dayl
and required Jless education and less
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i.‘,pportumtles for Young Men as ‘Great as Twenty-five Years Ago,

But They Must Have More Ablhty, for Competmon Is Keener---

recognition of- inte"'rlty of character’ 'by"
the pubdlic. -

* Formerly, a man with compara.tlvel!f
 little technical- know!edge in mining had
moré opportunities of stumbling on- to
valuable ore deposits, of course, than. he‘
has to-day, for the reason that most of
these deposits which made it easy - to
accumulate large, sudden- tortunes, rel&-
tively epeaking, no Ionger exiot ‘but on
the other hand, there still exists the possi- .
bilities of getting hold of far more im—l
portant- and profitable mines than were |
worked twenty-ﬂve Yearns &gO, becruse
mining engineering, from a scientific point
of view, {s further advanced, rendering 1t
-possible to proﬁtably mina and reduce
ores that never before could be econom-
fcally handled. .

Y think that, in & general way, what
‘I say applies to other professions,’ and
certainly to & buslness career.” '

“ Do you advise the average young. man
to take up a profession,: business, or
diplomacy a5 & career?® was a.akod

Mr. Hammond, who is an ardent’ lover
of tobacco, lightea a fresh oligar befors
replying. ' |

“1 am strongly in tavor of young- men'
taking a college course,’” he =ald; ‘“‘be-
cause I belleve that whatever may be his
vocation in life, the right kind of a college
education is of inestimable value to a
yYoung man, and yet I regard education
rather as a Jubricant than the motive.
force to a successful career. Therefore,
 young men who are denied the: opportu-
nity of taking a college course may at-
tain success either in the professions, bus-
{nesg-or diplomacy in spite of the fact that
they are handicapped at the start.

- *1 have been studying, during the last
couple of years, the increased cost of lv-
ing from a political and an economic
standpoint. What has impressed me
strongly as a resuit of this is the fact that
the professions are congested, and that
there are, therefore, too many non-pro-
ducers in the world to-day. I hope I am
not too much prejudiced against the non-
producing class, because I refer chiefly to
the indctive mmembers of that class, who
really are a detriment to the class itself.
I think this picture applies particularly to
the legal profession. From my recent ex-
perience it seems to me that too many
| men of questionable character are very
strongly tempted to create litigation as a
means of livelihood, and in that way to
impalr the respect the public ought to
have for the legal profession, whereas,
had they gone Into honest production it
would at least have added something to
the wealth of the community.

**As to diplomaey, unfortunately the
diplomatic career presupposes the yYoung
man to have sufficient means to defray
the considerable part of the expenses of
his ltving. 1Indeed. even in the higher
:places of diplomatic service, unfortunatelyv,
a bank account is necessary for a man to
accept a position. This I regard as one of
the weak spots in our diplomatic servics,
often preventing men of ability, high
chiaracier and exceptional quallficationa
from representing our country abroad ba-
cavse of lack of private fortune.

“ Under the clrcumstances the diplo-
matic career cannot appeal very strongly
'to the average young man in the United
States, especlally as there is, as yet, no
. assurance of promotion, and much un-
'certainty as to whether or not even a
‘young man of exceptional qualifications
can attain to the higher posts, such as

—

| Amybassadorships. &c., these posts usually
'beingZ regarded as political favors to bhe
éispensed. In the case of the young men

.0f the country, unfortunately, most of

Avefage lrams ‘but Not the East

elgn- la.nguage That, to my mind ls the<
most. dispensable quallﬂcatlon of the dip-
lomat.

“I may be inﬂuenced in my reply ‘to
your question because of: ‘the fdct that I
am a strong advocate’ of the so—ealled'
poley of douarxdmlomacy. I- ha.ve be-
lieved for .many years,. as-a result of my
experlenoe m many - foreign capita.le, and
often’ behind the dipiomatic” sereen, - that‘
in ..sPits - of .preconceived {deas ‘of dlplo-
macy - to the: oontrary. the .dollar is"the
object of quest. It is- well that this ia a.‘
fact,” because .diplomacy of . that  kind,:
which promotes mt:[ma.te commercial rela-
tions between nations, establishing “the
fact i their minds-of the I’nterdependenee -
of nations, makes for the, world’e Peace.

‘“The more. extensive tho businesa re-
Ie,t!ons of nations with ‘one another, andi
the larger the investment ‘of foreign oap-
ital. the greater is the gue.ra.ntoe of peace
between nations. Bmall nvestmentsa
often create trlotion a.nd political troubls,
whereas, as X have stated, very 'large in-
' vestments .act as a governor of political
passions and make for peace.”

‘“Do you regard those in the diploma.tio

service of the United States as underpaid
-85 -compared with the gervices of other
‘countries? " I inquired,
I ‘1 do, undoubtedly. Not only are our
representatives relatively underpaid, but
absolutely underpald to such a degree
that, ‘as I have sald before, it necessi-
tatés a big ‘private bank account for a
‘man to enter the United States diplomatie
"“ervice.

e

Ithose who have means have not mads
' thelr fortunes themselves, but have in-.
herited them, and therefore lack a certain
|determinaﬁon of character and the spirit |
’ that comes only through having practlca.l
'experience In the world. Many of these
‘men receive their appointments because |
‘of the fact that they can speak a for-l

for our

\ ‘““Also, better provision should be made '

diplomatic and oonsular repre-
sentatives abroad in the matter of better
residences= or quarters, as 1 done by oth-
er nations, certainly by the great powers.
This not only adds to the dignity of the
post, but impresses the foreigners of such

-capftal with .the dignity of our nation.
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John. Hays Hammond.

As ons Of the foremost nations of the
world now, there is no reason why the
United States should not uphold its posi-
tion among nations equally to the extent
of any other country. It was our late

e

ented Ambassador to the -Court of St.
James’'s who on a _very . fogg8y L.ondon
night, when asked by a policemean if he
‘No;
'Y am only an American Ambdassador; we
' don't have homaes.’

was loolkdng for his home, replied:

|

L
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o The - West Still- Holds Chances' for Men . of Merely o

[ *“But to return to the subject of a
business career for young men. As we
introduce higher standards of business
morality—and there is no question that
we have made very great progress in
that direction during the last few vears—
business success would carry with it
recognized honors, and therefore should
appeal to a young man beyond the fact
that the remuneration is better than in
the other prcfessions to which I have al-
luded, and certainly there should be in
developing large business enterprises be-
cause of the sense of the ecreation of
value, the sense of upbuildiné of industry
is far greater than in the professions, un-
lesg the professions themselves are more
or less of a commercial character, or
have, fgtter let us say, commercial feat-
| ures.””

‘““As between-the East and the West,
where does the best chance for success
for the young man lie? "

Mr. Hammond is a Western man by
birth, hence, as might be expected, his
face brightened and his manner became
more emphatic as he replied:

“'Well, of courge there exists the old
quotetion ‘There 18 always room at the
top.” I believe if & man gets on top in
the East his success is .usually greater
than any success he could achieve in the
West, but for the man of average. ability
I think the West offers ‘far better oppor-
tunities for the enjoyment of life.

astically.
I think Western experience.” he con-
tinued, * evén for a man who intends to

make- his career in the KEdst. is of the

. greatest value in broadening him and in
"The -cities, as

developing his character.
we sll know are becoming terribly con-
gested in population; particularly in the
class of population that is not especially
qualified by education or tralning for a
career in the city. Such young men of
this elass should by all means cast their
lot in our Western country, where land
is still comparatively cheap and where
there are many opportunities to-day,
partly through the intensive system of
farming, to profitably utilize brains in
agriculture.”

‘“Ys not the young man of to-dey, in
poor or in moderate circumstances, given
to living bYeyond his mneans? In other
twwvords, he se¢kyg to emulate the manner
of Hving of those more fortunately situ-

ated financially?* .

“* No doubt that is true, dut it applies
to older men as well as to those of the
vounger generation, and I fear begins at
our large -chools and colleges. And this
{again is one of the reasons 0f the high
'cost of living in this country. If I had
a criticism to make to-day of the young-
'er generation 1 would say that they are
less willing {0 make the necessary sacri-
' fice of personal comfort in order to at-
taln success, compared with the young
imen of the past generation. There is less
‘of the 'message to Garecls ' spirit than
>there should@ be.*

‘“ To what extent is the mining industry,
rgenerally, throughout the TUnited States
and its possessions, increasing? ™

‘““It has inereased in the last decade D¥F
leaps and bounds, but the increase and
development of the mining industry, like
“that of other Industries, is more or less
'periodic or spasmodic, and depends very
.much upon ‘boom ' perlods. I think the
Industry is on a more stable basis than
it has ever before been, but I do not see,
in the immediate future, any renewal of
'wwhat I might conservatively call the ex-
traordinary activity of five or six years
ago."”

“1s it likely that the present genera-
tion will again witness such importani
mining discoveries as those which took
place in California in the early days; In
Virginia City, Nev.; Leadville and Cripple
Creek, Col,; Dawson, Canade, and else-

whera?*’

Ah,
that is the country' '** he added enthusi-

N

Mr.
Tully. '

‘I think that is highly improbable,” he
answered. ‘ As far as new pgeologleal
DPossibilities in different parts of the world
-are concerned I do not look for such a
repetition, although undoubtedly thers -
will be great developmentg in Siberia,
;South America, and Africa in the near
ffutme but I doubt If any will be com-
-parable to those of the past twenty or
thirty years; nothing, probably, to com-
pare with the great diamond and gold
|dlscoveries of South Africa, as far as
Indlcations go, although some unpros-
pected, sections of the world, where great
mineral deposits as yet undiscovered may
exist. Of course, tIme arone can prove
what discoveries may be made. Certain
it is thati underneath the earth’s crust are .
billions upon billions of dollars’ worth of
mineral. IHow deep down this extends, no |
| man knows. Whether it will, to any ex-'
tent, ever be reachable, no man, again,
can tell.”

‘““You have, 1’; belleve, on many oce
caslons addressed young men on the sub-
Ject of the young man in politles, and
have advocated young men taking ' up
politics as a career?"”

“Yes, that ig so, I have broadly en-
deavored to impress young men with
their civic obligations, as far as- politics
|are concerned, because I belleveithat the °
industrial development of our country
depends In a very large measure on ouy
political conditions, and I have ‘also . ad-
vised young men who are fortunate
enough to be able to gelect a carser
which is8 not in itself remunerative, to!
take up a political career.

“ ' What we need in political life are morg’
capable, upright administrators rather
than legislators. The country would be
very much better off if the number of
legislators were reduced and the quality
Improved. One of the evils o the times '
is the passing of ‘half-baked’ so-called

‘ progressive legislation’ by politiciansg! i
not properly qualified by knowledge of
economlics. 2

“To this the objection i oft .
that they would have no clﬁanceeg:eg;iiz
of the present machine element in:politics.
I do not think this objection is vaud"
because I am convinced that ir young»
men of good purpose will combine to-
gether they can . jet any political ma-"
chine, and can, to g large extent, deter=-:
mine the politioal status of the country..
I am sure it would be, at the same time, °
a field full of interest and stimulation. :

“A$ President of the Republican League.'
of Clubs I have often sugsgested to my'a
Democratic friends the organization of a.w
Democratic League of Clubs in order to™
obtain a better class of men in politlcs.,
because I would, candidly, prefer a good“

Democrat in office to a bad Republican,
end yet I am a partisan.

““Our clubs have been able to.rendepr
great service to the Republicaanamty.
At present they are quiescent, there is’
‘nothing doing,” in the languaga of tha.
street, but we shall revive our activitica }
and greatly extend our organization be- .
fore the time of the next national cams- -
paign.,  x

“I think thers s no more contemptible
and at the same time pitiable class in qur
community than the rich, idle vouth who
could make something out of themselves
but won't. These men, when they reach
middle 1life, have become, so to speak, -
derelicts. They are men who have

Hammond shook his head doizl;t. -

achieved nothing, and men whe in-,that-.-
way do not command the respect of’ theu-

fellow men. They have wasted their op~*
portunities and are not allowed to com-
mingle with the big men of their time.
To men of that class who have brains
such a condition must be humiliating.
They have exhausted all the luxuries of
life, and it seems to me there c¢an bha
hardly any Incentive for 1llving. “Worse
than this, they are a 'errible example, in
theipr younger days, to the vouth of the
country, who, as wvou have said. are
tempted to emulate theilr former exaniple

by extravagance in which they cannot
afford to indulge.
‘““ As a final word,” sald Mr. Hammond

with a forcefu] gesture, “ I would =say 1o
the American youth, Do not sit idly by,
but go out into the world and make some-
thing of yourself. Do not Keep.your c«yve
ever fixed «n some goa! of success, but
do the day’'s work as best you can. Suc-
cess will jncvitably follow.™

1811, by C. J, Mar,
Press.) kY
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HOW CERTAIN CRIMINALS HAVE REDUCED FORGERY TO A FINE ART

Business World, and now reprinted

in pamphlet form, William J. Kins-

ley, the handwriting expert, tells
Bome extraordinary stories about the ways
in which checks are altered. He says:

*“1f all forgers were as skillful, as pains-
taking, .and astute as was Charies Becker
of Brooklyn, when in 1836 he raised a
dratt of the Bank of Woodland, Cal., on
the Crocker-Woolworth Bank of San
Francizco, from $12 to $22,000, the proteo-
tion of banks against alterations would
be aimost Impossible—particularliy so when
‘drafts and checks are cashed in the rather.
hurried manner almost unavoldable in the'
rush houra,

*Ho artistic was Becker’s slteration oi'|
this twelvs-dollar draft that a caraful ex-
gmination under the microscops was nec- |
assary for its detection. The draft had
bBeen duly protected with a check punch, |
but paper was chewed into a plastic, pulp-
like mass, the old perforations were filled,
and these fllllngs were hardened and|
froned. The draft was on & safety tint
paper, but this did not prevent the eras-
lire of the amount by means of aclg, thel
gurface and tint beilng restored thereafter

: by means of water .color.- The raised
amount was then inserted In letters and
figures, new perforations to ‘protect’
the twenty-two-thousand-dollar draft were
made with a2 hand punch, and the raised
draft was complete.

* The altered draft was cashed without
exciting suspiclon and without unusual
'dIfticuIty. and bhefore its fraudulent nat-
yre -was discovered Becker had disap-
peared. It <w«as only after a two years’
chase all over the United States that hae
was finally located and arrested in New-
ark, N. J. On his first trial the jury dis-
agreed, but at the opening of the second
4rial . Becker pleaded gullty and was sen-
tenced to two yvears' Imprisonment in the
Calitornia State Prison.

* Upon the.completion of Becker's sen-
tence he returned to hils former home in
Brooklyn.. I have been infarmed by ons
of the officers of a safety paper comnrany
.that since then Becker applied to them for
aoposiMon ae salesman and demonstrator
of the advantages of using safety paper
for checks and drafts. It fs needless to
gay that.he was not engaged. .

sDrabably the best educated and meost
famous forger In the: United Statas iy
Alonzo J. Whiteman, who 1s now com-

:an eight-year term in the Auburn,

IN’ an article recently published in Tha

‘to efface the incriminating discolorations
and were then returned to the bank by

He fled to Mexico, but later returned to
his home, in Danviile, N. Y., where he

‘October, 1905, by Assistant District At-

for a term of ‘years.. - .

.mosity for my part ir. his conviction. /
‘about & year T mat Lis attornay, and, as

‘wvork Whiteman-was doing4n Jail - The
attorney repued..

advaritags of epaces either befors or after

p!etlng
N. Y., State Prison, for raising a draft
drcwn by the Neationel Hudson River

'Ban}. of Hudson, N. Y., on the I\Iechan-

Ilcs National Bank of New York City.
-The draft was drawn for $3. It was raised
to $9,000.

" Preparatory to this transformation

. Whiteman purchased several small « rafts
from the Natlonal Hudson River Bank.
'Experiments were then made with dif-
ferent acids to ascertaln their effect when

-

erasures were made. On two of the drafts
the aclds evidently failed to work prop-
erly, discoloring the paper. These dam-
eged drafts were first burned sufficleantly

Whiteman or his confederates, for redemp-
tion, with an explanatory note stating‘that
the papsrs had been accldently hurned by
clgar ashes. The d&reafts had undoubtedly
bean burnad and the bank very obligingly
redeemed them both.

* Whiteman’s naxt attempt was evidant-
1y muccessful, since one of tha drafts oriel-
nally for $9, but now ralsed to $9,000, was
shortly thereafter deposited In the Fidel-
ity Trust Company of Buffalo, N, Y.—
where an sccount was opencd—and a large
part checked out -b‘efore the fraudulent
neture of the draft was discovered.

** Whiteman fled, but was arrested some
six months later in St. Louls. While on
his wav home for trial he Jumnped from |
the window of a2 Pulllman car within =a
few miles of Buffalo and made his escape.

was again arrested. He. was convicted in

torneys Frank- A. Abbott and John W.
Ryan of. Buffalo. -and was..sent to prison

i | testiﬁed at- Whiteman a.trial. While
securing autographs ©of. the attornesys in
the courtroom at. tho .close ot the trial,
Whlteman came. over and- sald, ‘I know
that you want - ‘my.name,” and put his au-
tograph frr my ‘book- as: though proud to
have it thera. He seemed -to fesl no ani-

“ After. Whiteman had besn In prison
8 matter. of cur!osit?. "asked him .what

‘ Teachlng. I asked,
‘Temhlng .what?* and tho attomey re-
plied ‘Bus.’lnoss..

‘* Thers: are’ va:rlous methods ‘of.raising
checks. - One. oI the commonest is to:take

the original writing. If apace Is loft to
the right of.the amount, terminal letters

or figures changing the amount are easily |

- —

2>

William J. Kinsley Gives Some Remarkable Instances of
the Way Checks Are Altered. |

added. Thus a check drawn for seven dol-
lars is, If moderate space has been left to
the right, readlly ralsed to seventy. Like-
wise if there is space at the left of the.
amount it may easlly bs raised by the in-|
gortion of the proper words and f{igures.
Thus & check for five hundred dollars is
by the Insertion of forty, fifty, &c.. In

space at the left, readily raiseld to forty-,

five hundred, tifty-five hundred, &o

* This method hasa been followed on-0CoR~
alon with much success. In the Bickart
check the depositor claims the signature 1s
& forgery, while the bank claims that the
signature is penuine, but that the amount
has been ‘raised’ from ten to two hun-
dred ten dollars—in ths same handwrit-
ing. The writer of the body of the cheoks
(who also cashed them) is serving-s sen-
tence in Sing Sing Prison for his part of
the work. The ofvil suit has not yet besn
tried.

‘“In a racent case dozens of checks wers
put in evidence, which the depositor
claimed had been variously raised from
six, seven, elght, and nine dollars to
larger amounts by adding ‘teen’ to
them. The checks, both as to the orizl-
nal amounts and the raised amounts wers
2!l in one handwriting, and it was charged
that the bookkeeper made the changes
after the depositor's signaturs had been
affixed. This was, of course, & COmMpPRAYa-
tively easy thing to do, but a fraud very
aifficult of detection.

Frequently checks are gitered by bodily
adding something to them after they
have been returned to the depositor from
the bank. It is, of course, but seldom |
that the amount of the check is changed
in such & case. TUsually the additions
are explanatory of the supposed purpose
| of the check, as, for Imstance: ‘' In-full
;‘of‘account." “In full wf. all demands,’”
“* For interest on note,” &c. In one such
loat;e I discovered that the pen in adding
'the words ‘“In full of account” had
| slipped into one of the punch holes in the
‘oanceling ‘“Paid’” perforated by the
-bank. - As this canceling perforation was,
?or courss, made after the cheok had
been pald, the ink marks inside the edpes
‘of ths punoh-hole wera proof positive

1

‘that the writing was added. after the
«check had raturned to tha 'depositor's
. | | ~

— L

hands, uid not before, as the &epositor
would hava had the court belleve.
Another case hinged on vthether ths

sentence, " In payment one gray horse
to be right in every way'™ was
written  in ity entirety at the time
the deal was made, or <whether *“to

be right in every way' was inserted

at & later dateo. The entire sen-
tance s goncededly in the same T
handwriting, Is written with ths same

ink, and probadbly with the same pen,
but it was olaimed by the defendant
in the cmse that the phrase, ‘““to he
right fn every way,” was added the
day after the preceding words were
written.

Ones of the most euccesstul methods
of altering ohecks 1s to erase the en-
tire amount—hoth Ilettars and flgures
~and then to replace ## with any sum that
suits the * artist.”” 'This method is ex-
tremely difficult of detection if skillifully
done, and !s applicable to any kind.of
Instrument. Even on safety papers a
portion of the face of the check can be
washed off by acld, the check be re-
tinted as necessary, and then the deslired
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‘amount be written fm. This was the
method pursued sgo successfully In the
cass of the Becker draft already men-
tioned.

Cheock punches, while useful as a gen-
eral proteative measure, 4o not have
any strong restraining influence on a
professional check-raiser. If you wish
ta know why, ask the agents of a
check-punching mechanism to show yon
how . they can raise cheocks punched by
2 rival maochins,

Indistirct writing sometimes plays aa
troublesome & part In obscuring the es-
sentia]l detalls of checks and other instru-
ments as do actual alterations, confusa-
ing amounts, intention, and even owners
ship,

Some yvears ago I was consulted in a
cage of this kind. The question to be
determined was <wwhether or not the nama
in & deed as recorded was ‘* Erving* or
“Ewing ' Jones. The original deed had
long slnce been lost., The recording clerk
was dead. There had been hoth an * BEr-
ving” and ‘' BEwing " in the family. The
descendants of both claimed the proper-
ty. The difficulty iay entirely In decid-
Ing whether the wr'ter had made the
first part of his "w* llke'an *“r’' or
had made an *“r°* llke the first part
of & *“w."” Ag the writer did not make
the broad top “r* or a distinctive “r”
with ths '* shoulder,”” 1t was quite dirfi.
cult to determina whether the property
had really been deeded to ‘‘ Erving' o?
‘““Towing.” An exhaustive comparison
of the recorder’'s handwriting - was
necessary befors the real ownership of
tha property could ba finally established.

Ococasionally, the Indorsements of
checks, drafts and vouchers ara altered,
either to cover up something, or to com-
ply with some condition on the face of
the paper.

Thus, in an invest!g-ation conducted In
the office of the Borough President of New
York some years ago, several vouohers for
carpenter work were found which had
gone through the Controller’s office with
very palpablaierasures of signatires and
overwriting of other signatures. In one
- ingtance the camera brought out the
signaturs -as ‘' Boyos.” This was the real

name of the party who signed, but his

)

ggaature- was affixed-inadvertently. It

dewas intended that he should sign a fictl-
ticus name. To leave the signature would
have clearly shown that the contractor
and an official In one of the city depart-
ments were one and the same. This was
not desired, hence the original signatura
tvas orased and the name ‘° Thomas A.
' Tydings ” was written in its place. Ths
original Indorsed signature had been,
erased and the name rewritten in a d4if-
ferent hand, for somewhat similar rea-
DORS. l

In determining swhether or not ohecks.i
drafts, or other paperg have been raiseqd
or otherwise altered, miloroscopioal ex:-l
amination and.comrarison of the ink usedj
in the written portions of the instrument
will frequently determine whether or.not;
more than one ink bas been used. The
fact that different inks woare 'usad in 4if-
ferent parts of the check ar other paper
is not, of courss, proof positive of fraud,
but in the case of a suspectad instrument
is very strong presumbvtive evidence.

A microscopical examination of a doubt-
ful instrument will often determine wheth-
er or not the calendering of the paper
has been removed; also whether or not
anything has been applied to the surface
of the paper. Photographs, both by di-
rect and transmitted light, will'Irequently
disclose things not obgerveble even under

tha microscope.
Where chemical erasures have been

made and some of the original ink re-
mains in the fibres of tho paper, thls ink
—{f it containg iron—may be partially re-
'atored by exposure to the fumes of acid
‘In a tightly closed box. This restoration

f the original writing is only temporary,
Kading in an hour or so, but {t may be re-
'peated as often as desired. While in the
| restored state the original writing may
he photographed and thus bs permanently

pressrved.
! When erasures on papers have beem
mnde by means of chemicals these eras-
ures can be, and frequently are, so well
‘done as to defy detection at the time. But
{f the paper is examined agaln In six
‘months 2t will usually show a deocided
vel'low tain, And if photographed, the
‘photo-print will disclose the stain empha-
‘sized, as the ordinary photographlic Dplate
{s sensitive to yellow.

‘Where - erasures by:mechanical means—
abrasions for example—are made on
papers that have been much handled, or
when a considerable time has elapsed
gince the erasures wers ‘made, they are
much more easily detected thay is other-

wise the case.

" @he case:of the State or Naw Jersey,

versus James Connolly hinged not on an
altered check, but on substantially the
same kind of erasure as is used in the
alteration of checks. The alteration hers
conegisted of the chemical erasure of s#
signature on a batl bond. The defendant
wag indicted for giving real estate twhich
he did not own as security for a bond.
He denied that the slgnature on the bond
was his. And upon another inspection lk
was found that the name ‘* James Cone
nelly "'~—as it now appeared—was not! in
the handwriting of the defendant. As was
dlscovered later, it was a new slgnatuiae
which had beern written over a chemical
efasure. In addition fo this a blot partly
obscured the writing and made the worl
 of discovering the true conditions much
more difficult. :

The defendant on hls part engasged =
handwriting expert who, upon comparison,
reported that the ™ signature,” as it now
appeared, was not in his client's hand-
' writing. The handwriting expert em-

' ployed by.the plaintiff then made photo-

graphs of the page and signature. natural
' 8ize and enlarged, and at the trial these
| were Introduced into evidence. They
| showed unmistakably that the original
' signature was ‘“James Connolly,”’ but writ-
‘ten In a different handwriting from the
second ‘' James Connelly.”” °‘This original
signature was brought out faintly but
‘distinctly. On examination this original
signature proved to be the signature of
the defendant. The expert for the de-
fendant thereupon left the courtroom
without taking the wiiness stand.

A good Ink, a gBood check punoh, good
sate’sy paper, and care in leaving no blank
spaces will, ag a rule, prevent raising of
checks. It will not absolutely prevent al-
terations, but it will discourage ths ordi-
nary crooked operator—so much so that
beforea exercising his art he will look
around for a more careless writer who
does not protect his bank account so well.

I never knew of but one case where a
check was ‘‘'lowered.”” Here the forger
stood near the window of a busy New
York bank and saw a messenger from an-
other bank present a check for certifica-
‘tion. The messenger sald that he would
return in a short time. Befores his refurn
the forger stepped to the window, called
out the name of the other bank, and wasg
handed the certified check for some thou-
sands of dollars. He had to act promptly
and cash the check at once. Xnowing the
difficulty of securing so large & sum with-
out identification, he altered the check td

read ‘' Nine hundred dollars.” cashed 1%

gnd-escaped. He was nevor caught

——
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