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Sir Jotin’ Kloss, to Whom Mrs. Im-
merman Went fo:: the_ Knei~» Cure.

* . A
-

N-"the twentieth century, more than
two - -hundred years after the last
“witch was tried at Salem, a prosaic
" New York. dressmaker was ‘haled into

court im @ large,.prosperous -and up-to-
date American city and chargsd with be-
ing a witch.! . o |

This thing -hgppened in Allentown,
Penn., 4 couple of weeks ago; and what.
makes the case more remarkable is that'
it was not an’aceidental and sporadic in-
stance of superstition, but apparently.a
symptom of;a state of mind which is.
almost universal in Eastern Pennsyl-
vania, Neither the witch -herself nor the
people who caused her arrest seemed to
see anything unusual about the proceed-
ings brought against her. . None of her
neighbors did; and yet the community in
which” she lived was not a back-country {
district, but a busy and populous neigh-
borhoed in a big, wide-awake, and thore
Qughly modern city.

The woman was Meta Immerman, a

New York dressmaker who had gone to
Allentown to start a sort of Kneipp san-
itarium. She believed in various theories
of the kind whicih the frivolous-minded
term *“ crunk.”” Some of them had to do1
with diet; one of them was the belief that
you could cure most of your bodily ills
by going barefoot when the dew was on
the grass. :
. That of itself would have been enough
to_convict her of witchcraft in the eyes
af "her new neighbors at Allentown. The
very idea of such a thing suggested the
qgé.‘ving of spells. So, the first time
I&Lm was seen walking barefooted in
earty morning ker case was premanently
diagnosed.

However, she did not leavs hgr neigh-
bors with mnerely this evidence. Sr.a gar-
ried a little pocket electric light, ard |
gometimes on dark nights she would pull
this out and’ use it—say for some such
purpose as to read the number on the
street door of some house she was look-
ing for. ) {

So there were now two counts in the
indictment, and the evidence was almost
overwhelming. .

1.' She wove spells by wulking barefoot-
ed through the grass at dawn.

2.-She cast spells by throwing a witch
light on houses at dead of night.

And now, to cap the climax, the uncon-
scious dreSsmaker one morning walked
through the grass with her shoes in her
hand. -Her reason simply was that she
had no  convenient place to put them
do?vh; “but this did not come out until
her terrified neighbors had had her haled
1o court as & witch, and the amazed Mrs.
I-[mmerman was {rantically protesting her
Innotence.

She was lodging with the family of
G_eprge Kipp of South Thirteenth Street.
A young couple by the name of Sober
also lived in the house. It was the male
Sober, John by name,swho brought things
to a crisis. He was seized one night with
wh.at.he subsequently called ‘‘a terrible
Pain In my stomach.”

That was enough. All the suspicious
cl_rcumstanees in Mrs. Immerman's case
flashed at once to the minds of the Sobers
and the Kipps, Then a new and stiil
more damning thing was remembered,
which was that Miss Immerman lived on
nuts and raw eggs. She did, as a matter
of fact, and so do a large number of the
curious people who worry all the time
‘ about their stomachs. One of these nut-
devourers is -Senator La Follette. HOWJ
ever, thie Kipps and the Sobers did not
know that. It was obvious to them that
she was living on a witch’s diet,

They did not proceed to extremitles at
once. Kipp relied on a charm he had put
over - his door to keep witches away.
Soker’s 'pain, however, was too real and
too severe for-him to wait for results,
His wife advised him to lose no time, but
to g0 and-see a witch doctor right away.

Fortunately, one of the best witch doc-
tors in Allentown lived right across the
street, George IKistler by name, and Sober
at once consulted him. *“ No,” said Sober
afferward, * he didn't give me any medi-
¢ine. He just closed his eyes and asked
me -if T felt as though somebody was
clutching at my sides. That was just how
I felt, and I told him so, and he closed
his eyes again and seemed to go into a
trarice. Then he said: *‘TYoung man,
some woman has cast a spell over you.’
I said, ‘Do you mean a witch?’ He
clgsed his eyes again, and said that was
Just how people were bewitched.

{21 came home and told my wife, and
g!{g;;’-:aid right away it must be Miss Im-
merinan. Then I knew when it was that
she had cast the spell. She had asked
me to help carry her trunk to the third
floor. Of course, 1 obliged her, and as
I took it up the stairs she kept her eyes
fastened on me steadily, instead of looking
&t the trunk., I didn't think anything of
it at the.time, but now I know that it
'vgas {hen she was casting the spell.”
Kistler, the * pow-wow " déctor, never
-charged Mrs. Immerman with witchcraft;
: it seems- that *““hex ™ doctors never give
ngz.mes. They simply diagnose the case
. 83-8any_other, doctor would do, and dis-
cover, .the bewitching from -the symptoms.
~'So: Xistler had merely diagnosed the case]
::g8 one- of witcheraft, and it was the So-
" berg.‘who settled on Mrs, Immerman as
- jt‘l:x_‘éﬁwitt:h‘- . W T ) .
-_-.j-;;géh_x_xq:i,tpey.. bagd - her .arrested, and she
served & jail gentence. of : forty-eight
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hours.
she was charged with some prosaic mod-
ern offensé such as refusing to pay ‘her
room rent. It was necessary to get her
out of Allentown and back to New York,
where she is now and where she can

"ride .a broom if she can find a good
i steady nag of that kind, and the ar-
‘rest served the purpose. It was enough;
Mrs. Immerman took the hint and has-
tened back to this infidel and material-
istic town, where, if there are people who
belleve in witchcraft, there is at least no
great danger of getting arrested for prac-
ticing . it.

Kistler is serious-minded and sincere.
He says he has had 1,200 patients in the
last vear, and. counts himself a success-
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. weave her spells with impunity and even;

Not, of course, for witcheraft;®

- i i g

'of magic, which he called ‘“The Long-

writing taufschlens and peddling ther?
to people in the neighborhood. Tauf-
schiens are engrossed baptismal certifi-
cates.

Having bought himself and his famlily
free, he branched out as a witch doctor,
and twenty years later he printed his book

Hidden. Friend,”” and which was pretty
much such a book as the wizards of the
“ Arabian Nights' used to examine when
they wanted to bring a genie out of the
bowels of the earth to rub a magic lamp
for them or release an imprisoned princess
from a2 jar somewhere in Cathay.

This, then, is the book of spells whereon{
the * hex' doctors of Eastern Pennsyl-|
vania found their practice; whereby they |
relieve cattle of diseases—for it is* very
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e genuine physician. He was a.lmosti
seventy years old; he was the star hexer
of his community; generation after gen-’
eration had grown up around him, con- |
sulting him when thelr children were |
gsick or their wives in labor or their|
cattle suffering from necromancy; never
had he made a mistake. Thus outraged,
he brought suit, in all good falth, against
The North .American for libel, and pro-

duced his patients as witnesses.
The revelations made on the witness

stand were astounding. Good, sensible,

matter-of-fact people went into the chair

by the score and testified about charms,

spells, and incantations as tranquilly as

11 they had been talking about shipping

lists or bills of lading. And they all

seemed to wonder why it was necessary |
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New York Woman Haled to Court as a Magician in Allentown, Penn.---
Big Modern Communities Where Spells and Incantations
Are Used Daily for Every Ill That Flesh Is Heir To.

ing it about her when {ts birth approaches
she can be assured of a painless and suc-
cessful Issue. .

Copies of this letter are scattered all
about Eastern Pennsylvania, and you
can get any number of testimonials to its
efficacy.

Dr. Edwin M. Fogel of Gogelsville,
Penn., a Professor In the University of
Pennsylvania, has made a study of folk-
lore and strange superstitions, and in
talking to & NEW YORK TIMES reporter

TIETH CENTUF

about the matter yesterday, he said:

“I have made a collection of 2,500 of]
these superstitions, and at least 90 per,
cent. of them are of Germanic origin.
Not long ago I visited a rich -farmer In!
Lancaster County, whose cattle had been

| affected by one of the diseases to which|

i

Q

that the rabbit was sacred to the god
Done, or Thor,

The value of the number three crops up

over and over again in all these charms.
'Nine, for instance, is a multiple of three,
‘and the witch doctors of FPennsylvania,
| whenr consulted about a sick child, gener-
|ally instruct the motner to let no one
| speak to 1t for nine days, or to repeat
the charm daily for nine days, or to
. strew salt on the bed nine times.
. An {illuminating bit of testimony in
 Hageman's libel suit against 'The North
. American was that of a young woman
'named Lizzie Winter, who lived in Read-
ing and had consulted Hageman about &a
gick child of hers.

“ He gave me,”’ she testified, ‘' a plece
of canvas. and told me to pin it on the
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The Kipp Home.

ful practitioner, An Allentown man of¢

prominence,
ated in his statement, replied that he
thought the witch doctor probably under-
stated rather than overstated the number
of his patients.

“The moment Sober came into my
presence,” said Kistler, “I knew he was
the victim of a spell.”

One of the things that brought the af-
fair to a crisis was a discovery made
by Xipp on the night Sober was seized
with his mysterious pain. Passing DMrs.
Immerman’s room, he saw her sitting on
her bed in the very same attitude Sober
had assumed when he was taken 1l
“ Her arms were folded,” said Kipp, ‘‘and
clutched tightly to her side, as if she were
in pain, and her eyes were like fire. So
‘I knew she was the witch that the pow-
wow had seen in his trance.”

Npw, the really astonishing thing about
ail this is that it did not take place in
an ignorant country district. It hap-
pened in a big city, thoroughly up-to-the-
minute in every respect.

Allentown has a population of 60,000,
but
worldly air than most cities of that size.
It has an air of wide-awake hustle and an
aroma of prosperity and importance, It
looks more like a metropolis than many
a city four times Its size.

1t is almost Chicagoesque in its general
atmosphere of knowingness and up-to-
dateness. The cities that occur to your
mind for comparison as you walk the
streets of Allentown are Buffalo and
Rochester. These streets are wide, with
a width to shame New York, well paved,
crowded with automoblles and trolley
cars, and lined with alert, well-dressed
business men and smartly clothed women.

So it is no * jay ' community in which,
in the twentieth century, a single witch
doctor can get, at a moderate estimate,
1,200 cases in a year.

But Allentown is not alone in its be-
lief in necromancy. All Eastern Pennsyl-
vania is full of it. There have been more
cases in Reading than in Allentown, for
instance. Berks Qounty is the banner
witech county of the State, and Allentown
is in Lehigh County. Northampton Coun-
ty crowds them both pretty close.

These are among the regions populated
by what are mistakenly called the * Penn-
sylvania Dutch,” by which term is meant
the descendants of the courageous Ger-
mans who emigrated, mostly for con-
science’'s sake, to America in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, Outside
of Pennsyvilvania there is an idea that they
are an ignorant lot, something like the
mountaineers pf Kentucky, and that when
a witcheraft case comes out of their
region it is to be attributed to the fact
that theyv are an un-American community.

No more serious mistake could be made.
The Pennsylvania Germans are a fine type
of citizenry, and a majority of Pennsyl-
vania's Governors have come from their
ranks. There are ignorant people among
them, but their ignorance is neither so
dense nor so general as that of other
clean-strain American communities of
eighteenth century descent, such, for in-
stance, as Eastern Kentucky and North
Carolina. _

So the source of the witcheraft delusion
will have to be looked for a little further,
and, in fact, the belief in witches, spells,
and spirits is not confined, even in East-
‘ern Pennsylvania, to the German-descend-
ed Americans. A man named Smith fis
just as likely to believe in charms and
incantations as 2 man named Schmidt.

The charms which they use in Eastern
Pennsylvania are all taken from * Hoh-
man’s book,” and every * pow-wow  or
‘““hex ” doctor uses the Hohman formu-
las. They are not fakers. Most of them
believe as sincerely in their powers as
do the people who consult them, and have
a positive reverence for Hohman’s spells.

Hohman’'s book is a book of magic, It

is almost impossible to find a copy, since.

no *“hex” doctor will admit that he
uses it, but the Journal of American Folk
Lore published it in flyl a few years ago,
a copy of it having bheen discovered by a
folk-lore student in Berks County,
Hohman himself was & sincere bellever
in witchecraft., He lived and died in the
belief that he was a great conjuror, and
apparently no one with whom he came
in contact ever doubted it. His full hame
was John George Hohman', and he was
a Prussian immigrant who came to Penn-
sylvanie in 1799, with his wife.and child.
They were bound out to’ g, farmer named

Fretz, and ‘Hohman bought-his. liberty. by

it has a much more bustling ana"

9

asked "if Ilstler exagger-

i

‘people came from far-away counties to
"consult him. :

idea. of the kind of man who exorcises

the Bride.

Mrs. John Sober,

seldom that a cow gets sick in the oOr-
dinary way, she almost always suffers
from a spell—whereby they soothe the
vasge of childbirth, cure rickets, banish
eolioc from the innards of infants, and
perforyn: m:ny other wonderful deeds.
The grealwst *“ pow-wow ' doctor who
ever lived in Eastern Pennsylvania was
named Hageman. He died about three
veurs ago in Reading, where, despite the
fact that it is a full-fledged modern city
of 100,000 population, he had been ablel
{o live a prosperous and successful life
of seventy-six years weaving spells and
making incantations at a good round fig-:
ure per charm. This man had a reputa-j
tion which extended far beyond the fine
twentieth century city he lived in, and

In 1900 The Philadelphia North Amer
ican sent a young woman of ability and
cleverness to see * Dr.” Hageman. Her
name was Alice Rix. She trumped up a
story to the effect that a relative of hers
wasg sick, and asked Hageman to treat the
case. He did so by giving her a charm,
and Miss Rix wrote an account of hér
experiences with him. In the course oL
it she gave this pen-picture of the ‘ pow-
wower,”” which will give a pretty vivid

evil spirits in one of the greatest States
of the Union twenty centuries after the
beginning of the Christian era:

“ Ie is a gross, grizzled, dirty old man,
huge of head and face and jowl and hang-
ing chin, with a monstrous body, long,
thick arms, and short thick legs of the
bear, with big, fat, greasy hands, like
suet puddings boiled in bags; with sguat,
square feet: a mouth opert over a single
row of brown and broken teeth; with
bright, blue, questioning, kindly eygs—two
spots of innocent blue upon a field of
filth, like forget-me-nots dropped on a

dirt heap.”

Hageman did not understand much of
this description, but his soul was outraged
by Miss Rix's allegations that he was not

»to bring them there; why there should be
.any question of the existence of such

things. A blank amazement was mani-
fested by almost all of them when the

lawyers asked if they belleved in such
.things. o

“Haven't we a God in heaven?’” de-
‘manded one of them, a woman named
Lavinia Babst and living in a central part
of the big town of Reading. She was
speaking to The North American’s law-
ver, ex-Judge Gordon, who had expressed
or intimated some doubt of the reality ot
witchcraft. * Do you believe in a church?
Aren’t they the three words?”

“ What words do you mean?’ replied
Judge Gordon.

“ God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost,”’ she answered. These
are ‘the three words which either begin
or end nearly all the incantations used
in her section of the country. *‘ Do you
beHeve in them? " -

1
‘“ Are  thse words the beneficial part of

the charm?’ parried Gordon.
“Tt is part of it,” she said, ““and if

vou don't believe in such things you
don’t believe in church and you don’t be-
lieve in Gods”’
| After two or three days of this sort ot
testimony The North American was tri-
| umphantly vindicated. The attorneys for
| the plaintiff asked the court to direct 2
| verdict for the defendant, explaining that
'they’ had not known when they under-
took the case what Hageman had been
doing. And the poor old man, himself as
 sincerely convinced as any of his patients
that he was a conjuror, went back to
| Reading sorely puzzled, and wondering
how it could be that a court of law could
decide against things taught in the Bible.
He went on practicing, with no diminu-
tion of his success, and died some five
years later, mourned by all the witch-
believers in Berks County and many an-
other county.

'Phere is 8 widespread belief in Eastern
Pennsylvania in the efficacy of *“ Magde-~
burg.” That is a short word for * the
magic letter of Jesus Christ.,” It s as
strange a delusion as ever existed, hut
like all the Pennsylvania delusions it is
not peculiar to Pennsylvania., It was, in
fact, brought over from Germany.

The legend i8, in brief, that a letter
written by the second person in the

hovered over the baptismal font at the
church of Magdeburg, Germany. It was
a letter designed by the Saviour for the
relief of women In labor. Whoever can
obtain a copy of it must give it to his

" wife, if a child is expected, and by keep-

D

Trinity was dropped from heaven and|
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John Sober, Who Charged That Mrs.
Immerman Bewitched Him.

he was

cattle are subject. However,

firmly convinced that they had been be-|

s

witched, and he consulted a ‘‘ hex
tor.

“ The *hex’ doctor agreed with him as
to the cause of the trouble, and told him
to place a broom in front of his door.
* The first person,” said the doctor, ‘who
picks it up is the witch who has troubled
yvour cattle.” (You know, of course, that
no witch will ever step over a broom, any
more than she will eross running wadter.)

- “ He followed instructions. The next
day a woman, a neighbor, came to visit
the family. She found the broom Jlaid
across the step, and of course picked if
up; no good housewife could find a broom
laid in such a negligent fashion without
having her housewifely instincts affront-
ed. That settled it; to them she was the
witeh, and nothing could have changed

their opinion.” _
Every now and then there crops up in

the newspapers a story about an ** endless
chain of prayer,” a letter which is sent
to three persons, each of whom must copy
it and send it to three others, on penalty
of a curse. It is a Germanic supersti-
tion of the same kind as the belief in the
“ Magdeourg " letter of Christ.

The charms given, both for protection
against witches and for relief from sick-

ness, nearly always begin with the let-
ters 1. N. R. I1.,”” which mean *‘ Jesus
of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” The
mecantations in both cases generally have
salt as an ingredient. If, for instance,
your child is sick, you must strew salt
on its bed ““in the shape of the child.”
The superstition about the number tiiree,
which Is certainly much older than the
Christian religion, figures in all these

things. Multiples of three are magic
numbers. The great value of a toad’'s

foot is the number of its points. Five is
another magic number. There is no

numeral value to a rabbit’s foot, and the
value of that charm arises from the fact
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witches who were casting spells on the

told her she had taken it herself.
‘never questioned it; she believed it as

‘fully as Hageman himself did, and sub-
'missively followed his rules for bringing

"the child out of its illness.

‘and the neighbors finally told him that

'Gordon.

‘neighborhood. My mother-in-law, for one,

the least question the justice or propriety

that they had seen cures performed by

pronouncement. It begins with the wwords,
| ‘““Welcome, thou fiery. guest; come uo

ere———

The Kloss Hut Near Bethlechem
Where the Kneipp Cure Was

Practiced.

That was for my little gir].l
Later my little girl was sick, and I went:
to him agaln. He gave me letters "—she!
meant the letters I. N. R, I.—-**and can-
vag, and told me to put it under the
pillow.”’

““ What was on the paper?”’

“ His name, and the letters I. N. R. L
and the crosses. He told me to make a
cross with salt at the foot of the bed in
the evening when I was going to bed. 1
was to put the pillow down at the foot
of the bed.” .

‘“ How long were you to do this?”

‘“ Nine days.” (Again the mystic multi-
ple of three.) .

“What did he say would be the effect
of that?” , _

‘““He sgaid those that were after the
child it would take them off.”

In other words, it would drive away the

!
!
)
!
}

child.

“ Did he say who was after the child?”

“He didn't say who it was. He said
it must be something that had come to
me in the house.” (The spell had been]
cast on the child by some one who had
visited her.)

Sometimes spells are cast involuntarily.
In this very trial a Mrs. Lizzie Wolfskill

testified that she herself had unintention-
ally bewitched her child, according to

Hageman. When she consuited him he
told her that * the child’s rest was taken ”
—a regular form of patter, used in all
these cases, and meaning that some one
has cast such 3 spell as to deprive the
sick person of the power of sleep—and

she asked who had taken it Hageman
She

The child re-

covered.

One of the witnesses in this case was
Charles V. CGrauf, the TFinaneial Secre-
tary of the Reading Turpverein. His
story was simply amazing. Iis child had
died, and everybody believed that it had
been bewitched. Grauf and his wife
naturally hunted around to find the witceh,

it was his own mother. »
“1 went to Dr. Hageman's,” test1f1edi

Grauf, * with my mother. It had been|
claimed that she was the witch who be-

vitched the child.”
“ Who had told you?' asked Judge

* Different people, as the talk goes in a

had said it, and so had my wife.”

So Grauf could not rest until he had
ascertained the truth, and he took his
mother to Hageman to f{ind out. An-
parently the poor old woman did not in

of such an action.

«“1 said to Dr. Hageman, ‘Did she do
it?>’ And he said, ‘ No, she didn’t do it.’
I said, ‘ That's all I want to know,’ and
we went back again.” .

The conjuror's word was all that was
needed to dispel the charge. Neither
Grauf, his mother, nor his wife—who fol-
lowed him on the stand and corrobora.ted,
his testimony—dreamed for a moment of
inquiring into Hageman's power to dis-
cover-such things. Some of the witnesses,
indeed, were asked about that point, and
they all replied that their fathers and
mothers had believed in Hageman, and

him. In fact, whether the explanation is
hypnosis or something else, cures or sat
least recoveries did follow Hageman’'s in-
cantations and charms. Not always, but
in a number of cases.

The charms are chiefly for use in case
of sickness, but that is simply because
sickness - is the commonest of human
troubles. They are available for every
other formP%of calamity as well. For in-
stance, if your house is on fire you can
chiarm it away if you know the right
spell. :

There is a curious history connected
with the fire incantation. Hohr_na.n gi}res
the story in this book of magic, which,
as already mentioned, is-the great source
of all the magic-practices in Kastern
Pennsylvania. The charm is a long one,
and it is-hard to see how a fire would be
courteous enough to, wait for its full
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. Dr.”’ Charles- Kistier, the Pow-Wow
Doctor.

nearer than thou uast: this I reckon to

thee, Fire, for a penance, in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost,”” and ends, **Jesus of Nazareth,
King of the Jews, helﬁ us out of this
stress of fire and protect this land from
plague and pestilence.” )

Hohman’s story, which he gives in a
foot-note in his book of magie, is that in
1714—""* the last day of June,” he labori-
ously and conscientiously mentions—six
gipsles were condemned to be hung in
Konigsberg, Prussia.. The seventh, 2
man of eilghty, was to be beheaded. AS
he was brought out for execution a great
fire broke out. The old gipsy was loosed
and brought to the fire, where he re-
peated the incantation, ‘“and he sub-
dued the fire in one half of one quarter
of an hour; for which he was pardoned
and set free. This was known in the
palace of Prussia, and in the General
Superintendency of Konigsberg, .and has
openly been put te the proof. It was
first tested in Xobnigsberg by Alexan-
der Banman in 1715, Whoever has this
formula written in the house is safe from
danger of conflagration or thunderstorm;
likewise for a pregnant woman is it good:
magic cannot injure her or her child; it
protects likewise against plague and pesti-
lence. When one repeats the formula. he
must go around the fire three times.”.

Again the magic number. . S

It is also possible to catch a thief by
magic. Hohman describes this as a charm
““to hold a thief fixed, that he cannot
move.”” If you find a thief in your housec,
and vou wish to hold him spellbound, vou
must say:

“ O Peter, O Peter! Take from God the
power; may I find, T cannot bind, with
the band of Jesus’ hand, that robbers all.
great and small, that none can go no .step
more, neither backward nor before, till I
then with my eyes perceive. till I then
with my tongue relieve, till first they
count my every stone, 'twixt heaven and
earth a drop of rain, each leaf of tree and
blade of grass; this pray 1 to my foe for
mass.’ Here you must make three
crosses, and then say the Creed and
Paternoster three times.

Hohman says ingenuously that this *is
the best charm for this purpose in the
hook,” and surely it can never have been
proved a fatlure; for few thieves would
be apt to wait until the charm was sald.

Most of the incantations are shorter,
however, and many of them even more
unutterable gibberish. If, for instance,
vou are menaced by a witch, you can
drive her off er make her powerless by
saying—three times, of course:

‘ Dullir, ir, ur.

Yea, canst not over Pontio.

Pontio is over Pilato ”

After which vou must make a cross—
three times, of course.

You can turn a bad dog into a good
one by an incantation. It he is not good
for hunting purposes, all you have to do
is to say—three times, of course:

‘* Hound, hold thy mouth to the ground.
Me God made, thee he suffers, hound.””

Then you must make three crosses, but
you must not let the dog see you do it,
and you must be careful to make the
crosses in his direction and not away
from him. )

If you want to be a good marksman
‘'there is a simple way. You take the
heart of a field mouse and put * a little
of it between the ball and the powder,
and you will hit all you wish.” 7You must
use *‘ the three first names ’—this expres-
sion always means the names Father,
Son and Holy Ghost—when you begin to
load, and you must not finish the words
until you are through loading. -

If you wish to get your baby through
the teething period without pain, it can
easily be done. You have merely to boil
the brain of a rabbit—the animal sacred
to Thor—and rub the gums of the child
with it.

Other children’s diseases can be cured
in a mueh easier way. You just say—
three times, of course:

*“Mary, the holy, went over tfxe land;

She had three worms in her hand;

One was white, another black, and the

third was red.” '

Then you stroke the child, and after
that you strike him one blow, then two
blows, then three blows.

But if you ask Pennsylvanians about the
superstitions in their State, they bristle
up. ‘It isn't Pennsylvania, it's Ameri-
can; in fact, it's world-wide,”” they say.
““ Don’t you have clairvoyants in New
York? 1sn't there a heavy sale for
dream books there?” The Rev. J. W.
Early, a Lutheran Minister of Reading,
wrote on this subject in 1904:

“ If you suppose the use of it (witch-
craft) is confined to irregular practition-
ers in Berks County, you are grievously
mistaken. The practice of its mysterious
formula.s is carried on to a very large ex-
tent even beyond the limits of Pennsyl-
vania, possibly the larger part of the
country east of the Misgissippi, and per-
haps even beyond.” . .

Still, the frank, candid, unashamed way
in which they admit it in Berks, Lan-
caster, Northampton and Lehigh Counties,
and the way in. which they open their
eyes in astonishment when you question

the truth of witchcraft, is something-not
often matched in other communitles.
Rlsewhere people hide it. Probably the .
Rev. J. W. Early is right for.all that. «-m:

Are we—after all—civilized? R Fioag
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