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HOKE SMITH.

Fow many Coatesville episodes
occur in't.he North if conditions like
those in the South existed there?

The negro is the white man's bur-
den, not his help, throughout the
Southern States.

The New South being built not be-
causs of cheap negro labor, but In
7 1 spite of it

The farm and the farmer the most
important subjects for the country
now to study.

-Less education In dead languages
and more education in plain foods
needed.

A National Divorce law necessary,
and he favors a Constitutional amend-
ment, )

The importance of roads improve-
ment emphasized. He, himself, is to
i go by auto from New York to Atlanta,
and possibly, to Jacksonville.

By Edward Marshall,

OKE SMITH--Gov. Hoke Smith—
Senator-eiect Hoke Smith of
Georgia—ought to know the pegro,
ought to understand the negro

oblem., He was born and raised where
it has risen and become serious.

“YWhat is it, really!” I asked. *“ What
is belng done with it? What ought to be
done with it? "

We were talking in a recom of his suite
at the Holland House, and he rose and
walked from end to end of it half a dozen
times before he formulated his reply. It
is & fine sight to watch Hoke Smith walk.
He Is well over six feet tall, he is not fat,
but he is on the verge of it, his feet and_
hands are large, his head is mighty, but’
his step is very lght. The Georgia
statesﬁ':ta.n thinks things out before he
speaks them out. When he does speak it
{s with a delightful fluency, a charming
Jouthern accent, no waste of words, in-
variably sequential thought. Presently
he ceased his walking and stood leoking
at me with a slowly shaking head. When
he began to speak he did not stop untifl
he had completed what he had to say
upon this tople.

He takes the negro and the problem
which he offers very seriously. He I8
s0orry we have either in this country. He
refuses, as a Southerner, to let the blame
be wholly laid upon the South. That he
Is very hopeful would be difficult to
gather from his words; that he is hope-
less {s untrue.

“ The negro problem,” he sald carefully,
“ig alive with difficulties, ard no man
famillar with it would undertake to form-
ulate an exact solution of it. It is com-
olicated by a thousand things of which
one who does not live surrounded by I,
as we do in the South, does not dream."”

He took another ponderous but light-
footed turn about the room.

' *The enthusiasts of the East and North
who believe that simply by education the
negro’s character cen be changed have
not given the subject that thorough inves-
tigatfon, and have not, therefore, that
complete knowledge of it essential to the
formation of a dependable opinion. To
really grasp the problem you must go.
back of the negro in the Uniied Btates—to
the negro in Africa—and see what has
been done there by the race—there where
slavery in America has had no influence
whatever. !

"It is logical to ask the question: What
have the negroes of Africa, after thoun-|
sands of years of opportunity, in a coun-
trv rich with possibilities, where théyl
have had things their own way, free of
the white man’s control, accomplished for]
civiliza‘ion and for themselves? I

*“ This is a fair and pertinent question.
‘Those who honestly consider it and ELSW
honestly reply to it, must cease to thrust
back at our New England ancestors harsh
criticism for having brought the negro 40
America and made of him a slave. They
may, ever, admit that the negro wag ad-
vanced from savagery to civilization dur-
ing slavery—an enforced advancement, to
be sure, but an advancetﬁent, which,
where he has had the opportunity, he hds
not voluntarily made. We must keep these
historic facts in mind as we consider
tha present and predict the future.”

“ Then the South did not, itself, concelve
the slavery idea?”

‘“The origin of slavery in the TUnited
States is a matter of history. It is only

with the historic facts in mind that in
this country, where he was enslaved, he
has advanced, and that in Africa, where
he was not enslaved, he has not ad-
vanced, that we must consider his pres-
ent and his future. It will be unwise to
base a conclusion as to what may be ac-
complished upon what is known of a few
thousands in this country of the most ad-
vanced of the race. The great problem
must deal with the milhons here who have
made scarcely any progress and the mill-
ions elsewhere who have made none.

** Here, despite the days of slavery, they
have made more progress than they have
at home in freedom. They have made a
little progress here and even those who
have made least here have made more
than the most progressive have in
Africa, whers they have been their own
masters.

*1 believe,” he continued thoughtfully,
“that it is a mistake for the negro to
seek in ‘Bry way to force himself into
competition with the white man. His his-
tory and the kistory of Lis race should
make his sympathizers hesitate about urg-
icg him to such a course. In Georgla
there are more negroes than in any other
Btate in the Union. We find “that, with
few exceptions, they succeed only in the
simpler walk§ of life, end there only
when they receive the benefit of kindly di-
recticn from the white man. We find
that the negro does best in those com-
munities in which the number of white
men 1Is comparatively large, and does
worst in those communities where the
population is most largelv black.”

“ And this suggests, as the best way to
s0.ve the ncgro problem—what? " T asked.

“The logical corchlusion to be derived
@om it is that to scatter the negroes
throughout the Union as raridly as possi-
ble if they are to remaiu in the Urion is
the Test thing that can be done, nct nec-
essarily for the white man but for the
negro.” T -

*“Is there any possibillty of cending
them outsiGe of the United States? You
rply such a possibility in what you say.”

He shook Lis head g little but did@ not
otherwise reply to this question. Insteagd
he went on gravely with a sentence
which had hidden in jt a sharp sting for
the Northerners who criticise the South,
but 2 sting well hidden.

“Of course the plan of scattering the
negroes is attended by the difficulty that
'it is bard to obtain for them, when they
are located in any considerable numbers
at any point cutside the South, the same
fair, Kkindly, and considerate treatment
which they realiy receive from those who
have Known them for more than a hun-
dred years, and, being familiar with thelr
good qualities as well as with their bad
qualities, treat them -with forbearance
.and -2 comprehension of their Ilimita-
popa.’ - |
A Iikad, Searlier in the talk, asked -the:
massive Governor to comment on;the:res
cant terriple affair at;Coatesville, Penn,, |
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_ _l But, Adds the New Senator From Georgia, in Spite bf the Burden Laid

Upon It by the Black Man’s Presence a Marvelous Agricultural
Ne\zv South is Springing Triumphantly Into Being.

Now he turned back to it, making of it
very ably, an fllustration of his point.

* We were, throughoyt the South, dis-
tressed at the reports of the horrible
Coatesville incident. There was a com-
munity in which were, comparatively,
very few negroes and a large” pre-
ponderance of whites. Suppose there
! were two negroes in Coatesville to every
three whites. How manpy such Incidents
would take place there then? "

It was rather fine forbearance. KHe
did not speak again of Coatesville.

* Race prejudice seems to be instinct-
ive,” he went on, instead. * The trouble
is that as the negro begins to occupy in
any section a posttion which a white man
wants, friction becomes possiblg, at least
Still the negro problem must, in Justice,
be considered, here, the white man’'s bur-
den—not the burden of the white men of
the South alone, but the burden of the
white men of the whole United States.
It is illogical, it is unjust, to place it
wholly on the South. The whole country
should be willing to share it and to help
bear . it, and should be willing to helD
toward the distribution of the negro with
gsomething Hke equality throughout all the
States of the whole Union.”

** But has not cheap negro labor in the
South been a tremendous advantage to
the section?’

Gov. Smith stopped in his twisting
march about the little hotel table and
obstructing trunks, and, from his tower-
ing height, looked down quizzically at
me. He has on¢ of the most mobile and
expressive faces I have ever seen, and
Iits message now was that he understood
but did not quite appreciate my joke. But,
really, I had not almed at humor.

*“* The South has carrled a tremendous
burden, far more than her proper burden,
in belng forced to bear, alone, the weight
of negro labor,” he said slowly. ‘' The
bad agricultural methods which for sp
many years checked the advancement of
the very garden spot of this great con-
tinent have been due solely to the pres-
enca of the negro. During the days of
slavery they were compelled to work, and
thus accomplished something, possibly,
toward the development of the South, hut
even then thelr work was performd un-
der a systera, encouraged by the exist-
ence of ample, splendid lands in the un-
developed country, which permitted the
exhaustion of the fields. Other flelds were
walting there ready to be broken up. The
negroes could be moved into them and
permitted to wear them out, also.

**This wasteful method of procedure
has been followed even up to the last ten
yvears. It Is the outgrowth solely of re-
liance upon negro labor in the agricul-
tural districts, and, under the circums-
stances, it has been inevitable. It has
been the curse of the whole South.” ;

‘“*What is the change which has o¢-'
curred during the last ten years?” I
asked, expecting to hear about improve-
''ments in the methods of managing black
labor. |

“ A change from rellance upon black
labor to reliance upon white labor,” sdid
the Governor to my astonishment. * Fif-
teen years have seen a vast improvement |
in the agricultural methods of the South,
made possible by more white and less
black labor in proportion. The last five
' years have comprised a period almost oF
revolution. White men have been buy!ng‘
land in pleces small enough to permit
personal supervision, living on it, and cul-
| tivating it. They have, frequently, hired
'a few negroes to do a part of the work
—that part needing least exac? intelli-
i'gence—but they have done the major por-
tion of the work themselves, or hired
'white laborers to do it.
~ " They have Introduced sclentific meth-
'ods of soil study and plant culture and
.have heeded the great lessons which this:
'research has revealed. When they have.
‘hired negro labor it hag been because they ]
were ynable to get white labor, and they |
’have met its dangers by personal pres-
ence in the fields and personal direction
'0f each detail of the preparation of the
soil, its fertilization, the planting of the
crop and its subsequent cultivation.

“ What is the result? In spite of negro
labor, hot because of it, lands which a
few years ago were considered almost
worthless for agriculture, which had been
proved to be almost worthless under the
old method of reliance on the negro, are
producing to-day, under white man’s la-
bor and white man’s direction, fifty to
‘one hundred bushels of corn, wnd, in other
instances, over a bale of cotton to the
acre. The splendid agricultural resources
of the Southern States were so repressed
and hidden by the incubus of negro labor
that they are not, €ven yet, really under-
stood by people Hving in other sections of
the country.

“In these days the majority of white
farmers, instead of considering their land
less valuable after it has been cultivated
a few yvears, as it surely used to be, rec-
ognize that each year intelligent culti-
vation adds to the productiveness of the '
soil. While, a few vears ago, under the old’
negro farm system, ten bushels of corn
and a quarter of a bale of cotton to the
acre were, in South Carolina, about the
average, decreasing as the yvears passed,
she has now beaten the world's record in
corn production to the acre.

“ One man—a white man—so prepared
his land and so cultivated it that on one
acre were produced 243 bushels of corn.
Another white man, working with his own
hands In his own field, just north ot
 Atlanta, Ga., produced twelve bales of
\cotton from three acres of land.

‘““We have been handicapped, we are
'still handicapped, but we are determined
that our section shall contribute its full
part to the splendid growth of our pative
country and (o the preparation of the
United States for the vast population
‘destined to live within it9 boundaries,
We are establishing agricultural schools
.and colleges. We have eleven separate
-agricultural schools in my own State, for
instance, and & splendid State College of
Agriculture.

. *We are having elaborate and compre-
‘hensive s0il surveys made, so that the
‘plant food naturally contained in each
‘particular field may be understood gpd
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‘“ But you do not get as‘manjr' requests
for informatior from the negro farmers? *’ ,

“We get & few. A few of the negroes
are willing to learn, but.&s 'an almost un-
broken rule it is-essential, for négro ef-
ficiency upon the farm, that the white
man stay close by his side, direct him
and control him. It may surprise some
Northerners to know that fifty years ot
freedom have not, substantially, Increased
the efficiemcy of the negro even at farm
labor.

‘“ There are a few who have progressed,
but their improvement is offset by the
‘fact that many are far less efficient

g

(the lackings of the field may be made
known and remedied intelligently, we
‘are having the plants, themselves, scien-
tifically studied, so that the fooq re-
quired by each one may be known with
accuracy and be furnished to the mep
who cultlvate the soil in all parts of the
State. :

“We are conducting university exten-
sion work -from our State College of Agri-
culture and furnishing, to whomsoever
'wants them, bulletins of Information upon
‘almost every subject which can help the
| farmer. We are conducting experiments
In seed selections; studies are being made-
of the diseases of the.cotton plant, of
it treew:and in other lnes. A majority
of -our:whits farmers, are,’ to-day; eager.
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under freedom than they, or their -fore-
'bears, were under slavery. Under slavery
| they were compelled to work and forced.
‘to learn within . the limits of their: ca-
pacity. Now there is no compulsion, and
many of them neither work nor learn.
“We have scattered through the State
a few negro farmers who have done. ex-
ceptionally well, but the great bulk are,
as I have stated, without progress or a

1)
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‘help.

throughout the .

Senator Hoke Smith.

tendency toward . progress, save as they

‘are compelled to make it under the di-

rection of white men.
“We are doing fine things in the

South. In the progress which we are
making, and +<which can scarcely be
imagined by one not familiar with its

details, the entire elimination of section-

allsm—of prejudice against the South

-among the people of the North and of

Prejudice against the North among the
people of the South—is a substantial

Hven our. greatest handicap, the
presence of the negro, is lessening by the
distribution of the negro - population

entire country, and
through. the realization on the part of

the- whole. country that the Southern
white. -man has no prejudide, peculiar to
himself, against the negro race.”

- The Governor had come north to attend
the * conference of Governors at Spring
Lake, N. J. In the minds of many these
conferenceg are likely to result eventual-
ly In the adjustment of much of the con-

|

lflicting legislation now exisfing in the
| various States and thus weld the Nation
|into a more homogeneous whole than it
'has been in the past.

. ‘*'What common legislation do the States
‘need?’’ I inquired. . =

‘“ That is still a matter which must bel
discussed.” o '

‘“Do we not need, for example, a gen-
eral divorce law, regulating what may be
. termed inter-State matrimony, as much
as we ever needed an Iinter-State com-
meree law?” . . S

He answered with - considerable em-
phasis. ¢ Something:'of the. sort must
certainly be managed. I very cordially
approve of the idea of an amendment to
the Constitution providing for a National
divorce law. The fact that so many
men of eminence have already expressed
themselves in favor of such legislation
makes the hope that it will come without
too much delay quite reasonable.

**Jt is absolutely Inexcusable that a
citizen of one State should be permitted

ANOTHER VIEW OF PRECOCIOUS BOYS

Some .Fi‘es_hr'nen Who Figure in Magazine

i

Articles Not What They Might Be.

HE young marrled sister of the col-
lege junior was sitting on a willow-
ghaded bench in Central Park. As

her irreverent brother put it, * She was
keeping track of the two-year-old with
one hand, and reading a magazine_a.rticl.e
about precocious infants with.the other.”
. Every now and then she lifted a pair of
'troubled brown eyes and .studied the ac-
tions of the roly-poly .wee lad, who was
‘pulling white-clover heads from.the grass
!border and sitting down, not far, but
’emphatically, with each blossom _secured.

The college junior sauntered up and
' dropped into the seat beside her. ‘ What
are you reagding that stuff for?"’ he as‘kpd
carelessly. * You wouldn't have the Kid
trot in the class with —— and ——, would-
vou?* naming a couple ‘of- small boys
who have been much written up, of late,
for having attained college -long before
they were out of knickerbockers.

“ Why—'"" she began,,puzzled at his tone.
“ If he ever could, think what a splendid
start. But you ought to know gbout those
two boyé from the inside, Bob. You must
| see them every day.” ‘ '
|« I @o!” said the junior, grimly. * We've
‘had several of these much exploited
vouths in the freshman class this ‘last
year. You know, from.my personal ex-{
perience, that a freshman gets a square
show at our hang-out,” he nodded. his|
head in the general.direction of Néw Eng- |
land, “aad that right from the-begin-
ning, which i3 a thing- that few: colleges
can boast—and prove. But even the mem- |
bers of their own clasa fight.shy of those
kids you've been reading about. - Mag- |
azine writers take good-care ngt‘to dwell
on cerfain characteristics common. to that
brand of youngsters, when. they're writing
up their wonderful méntal - 'attalnmerits’
-and tender -ages., But-1if -theéy “are' the"
same nuisance home-that.they. prove-in’

college, Lord nave merdy-on.thelr;fam..
__- m g ahy i v !
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ble training they’d had at home. Isn't
it true?”

M Well, yes, in a way!"” admitted the
Junior. ‘* But it wasn't the kind—if Yyou
judze by the results—to make them the
sort of citizens you'd choose to have in
the house with you. They may be useful
to soclety, about as an adding machine
is; hut unless you particularly happen
to need adding done, the machine is only
an . encumbrance. It's good for nothing
else. Look ‘here, Sis. Take that espe-
cial boy, for example.” Bob laid his
finger on the picture of an old-faced per-
son in short trousers, with a self-con-
.Scious pose. *“ Like all of his kind—and
we've four or five to average from, up
there—he not only lacks all sense of hu-
mor and all sense of proportion, (which
means  his proportion to the rest of the
universe,) but his temper is of the sort
for which you'd spank Tommy soundly.”
" Tho little lady gasped. ! But—why?™
. The .Junior shrugged his broad, boyish:
shoulders. “It's a way Nature has of
evening ‘things up, and taking it out of
the freaks.- Why, this boy, whose name
is g ﬁousehold word, is so obsessed by his
reputation for stupendous knowledge that
he’s been known- to stand up in the class-
rooin and go into actual tantrums of re<
‘sentment with the professors for differ-
ing with him! Pretty well for a kid not
‘yet fifteen! Imagine Tommy, there, when
he got to that age, calling down a splen-
did’ old mathematics professor, with gray
hair, for having the temerity.to correct
his ' spelling of everyday words. He
knew, sabsolutely, that ‘separate’ was
the right spelling, and he argued about
it until:-he made. & holy show of himself!
It would take the whole Faculty to con-
‘vince“a boy like that that having become
2/ freshman before he was fourteen didn’t
nake “him- infallible - about everything,
Aauthorities “or’ no“puthorities.” . .
sirsATre—are !they: all “like"that?” won-
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take themselves so serlously there’d be
some hope for them. This blooming cub !
over here [he turned a page]l is a|
]standing joke because of his habit of ad-|
dressing entire strangers in the gym. .r,mcl1

asking their class. When they answer,
he demands to know iheir ages, and inter-
rupts the reply with, ‘ Well, I'm only 15,
and I'm a gradtiate of ~—— Coliege!
How’'s that?’ Sometimes he forgets and
asks the same thing twice of the same
feillow! Another of the same species was
in the freshman debating society, and
made his appearance on the platform
wearing a regular grown-up dress couag,
low-cut vest, and stiff evening shirt,
above his knee pants. He was so satis-
fied with the effect that it never oc-
curred to him what the audience was
Isughing at! ™ .

- Isn’t there anybody to—to explain to
them? *’ .

"* What’d be_the use? They're quite4
sure thieyv Kknow it ail The normal
freshinan would have sense rubbed into
him quickly enough if he happened to be
that kind of an It when he arrived; but—
there’'s the worst phase of it, Nan.” The
Young man’'s face grew sober. * Theyv
haven't any friends, these freak infants.
Folks thay assert that they are the phys-
ical equals of good, sturdy youngsters of
tieir own age, and so they may be.- But
they are not the physical eqdals of the
big, husky fellows that they find as
classmates. And they haven't had the
everyvday. knockabout, give-and-take ex-
perience that fits the average boy for col-
lege and the life after, or.they woaldn’t
. loge thelr heads as they do. Normal boys
' of their own age fight shy of them® pe-
cause. of their conceit, and the men don‘t
'want such undeveloped kids tagging them-|
before they've had a Sflittle modesty
knocked into thelr heads. Frats don’t
particularly covet them, and they're apt
10 be too jealous of each other to form a
clan:of their own. What will they know
of the best side- of college life when they
graduate? Nothing at all!”

“ Pcor. babies!” commented the Iittle
lady, picking up roly-poly. Tommy and|}.
giving him a refreshing hug. ™ What do§
you suppose they’ll -be, after?’™  °

Bob .shook 'lis head.  '‘ They'll be fresh-{.
men.tn -the life .clags, that's sure! ' Like |-
sore . thumbs, they’ll. stick ,out _and bel
knocked all_ along “the;line. ~~And’ they’ll |
have. to' take-all ‘they've misged. before|:
they’ll: be fif- for liing- among:everyday;
wholesome men:and: women. ;. :Beétter:let:
‘the: kiddie': be <:normal.: little :sister. = A’
freakas & freak,“however: you label It
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to slip acrgss a boundary Into another
State and there obtain annulment of a
marital contract which he could not have
obtained In his own State, the State in
which the marriage ceremony was per-
formed, and that then he should be able
to go back to his -own State, having,
perhaps, remarried again contrary to that !
State’s laws, and live there, undisturbed,
with one whom, under that State's laws
he could not marry, is all wrong. It
amounts, often, to a willful, but unpun-
ishable, defiance of the sentiment of the
community and of the laws born of that
sentiment and present on the statute
books.

“There i{s no more vital error remain-
Ing now to be corrected in our national
life than this one. The readiness with |
which divorces have been granted in sonie
States has rightly become an interna-
tional scandal. It might, if” unchecked,
lead to a disastrous deterioration of
American appreciation of the holiness
of the home tie, which is the most essen-
tial safeguard of our civilization,

““ This whole matter, I am firmly con-
vinced, must be transferred to the Na-
tional from the State Governmenis. A
constitutional amendment doing this
should be supported by the best people
of the Nation in all sections. It would
be so plainiy for the benefit bf ail the
people of all the States, and it is so clecar-
ly the only way in whi¢h the matter can
be handled properly that even an old-
fashioned State’'s rights advocate ought
not to hesitate about it]

“I befleve In a constitulional govern-
ment. I do not believe in breaking the
Constitution at any time as a matter of
expe(llency. But where the interests and
the advantages of. our people require it,
as they do, undoubtedly, at present, in
the face of the disgraceful state into
which affairs have fallen, I think we
shoyld not hnesltate, Conditions have
changed greatly and the Constitution
must be changed to meet them. )

‘“YWe should be Just as willing to addg,
to-day, by constitutional amendment,
to the power of the National Gov-
ernment in this matter, when it will pro- |
mote the interosts of the people of the
entire Natlop, as we were, when the
Constitution was first framed, to give
to the National Government the power
then placed In it, Nothing, of course,
can come 80 close to the lives of all the
people as this problem of marriage and
divoree, -

“It ranks in {ts Importance with the!
problem of our agriculture, ranks eveni
higher, for while the problemm of our:
agriculture has a mighty bearing on our
comfort and our National prosperity, the’
other has a mighty bearing on our mor-
als and our spiritual and intellectual
progress.

“ Material, intellectual and spiritual;
comfort, are Interdependent. The clear,
although, perhaps, unavoidable mistake
of concentration of our population in the
cltles, has been responsible for some of
our worst errors and some of our greatest
unhappiness,

“ The loneliness of country life {38 as|
much of a mistake, far more easily cor-
rected, and, further, when it is corrected,
will itself correct the other. The ad-
vance of science has now made it wholly
yvossible and it must be studied and
worked out. The hard conditlons of farm i
life must be ameliorated. Too little‘
thought is given to rural problems. There'
must be a concentration upon investiga-
' tion, both by Nation and by State, and
upon the development of agriculture. It
is of greater moment than the study of'
the industries of manufacture and me- |
chanies. ]'

The small farmer is the pgreatest cit-
izen, His greatness must be recognized.
‘One farmer cannot work out the great
problems of his farm, alone. The cotton-.
Problem, in the South, demanded the co-:
operation of the farmers with each other
and the co-operation of both Staté and
National Governments with them, There
are many others, South and North, which
must be solved by similar co-operation.

'“The Government gets all it has, when
we come down to facts, from the farmer. |
It should grudge him nothing, for, in
grudging him, it is handicapping its own
progress. But, in the United States, the
Government has, to a large extent, ig-
nored the farmer, thoughtless of the fact
that lhe has been the source of all its
wealth. The time will come, if 4ttention
is not given to these problems, when
food will rise still higher and living be
more difficult than it is now.

‘“Upon ‘the other hand these troubles |
may be utterly avoided by intelligent co-
Operation between Government and the
man who tills the soil. The days of waste
In the South are’'passing faster than they
are in other sections, although the South-
| ern farmer has not had his share of help;
they must cease everywhere if we desire
to reallze our possible destiny. Big crops
are recognized as the best insurance
against hard times. We have the soil
here and the seed here and the labor here.
Let them be taught to properly combine
and disaster cannot overtake us.

“We have made serious mistakes.
Eager, with an unprecedented cacerness,
for knowledge, we have not always been
wige in choosing just what knowledge to
acquire or to impart. There has been
too much Greek and Latin taught our
‘boys in schools and colleges, and too little
knowledge of plant-food. The great basic
location of a nation’s prosperity must be
in its soil. How, then, can a nation
prasper when the men who till its soil do
not lnow the lands they cultivate?

**Vast sums are wasted, annually, in
wrong fertilization. This, plainly, s a
fault of our educational system, isn’t it”
Farming, {f the country is to prosper to
the height of its possibilities, must be
made into a science as exact as any of
the other industries which we have so
intelligently developed. Farmers who do
not know their land may be regarded as
a National extravagance—and how many
of our farmers know their land? Woe
have waxed great in spite of this, be-
cause of .the abundance of our fruitful
soil. '

“ It was rich enough, at the beginning,
to guarantes a <crop to fools. The time
when it could do that, though, passed
with its virginity, It must be more than
cropped, these days—it must be intelli-
gently cultivated. And the Nation's need
is for the men who can do this—for the
educated, scientific farmer, rather than
for the expert in deagd languages.’

Gov. Smith then told me of an exper-
iment ‘in his own experience. He i3 a
lawyer by profession, a statesman by
compulsion, and, by preference, (as may
be-judged by those who note how, in this
interview, he;steered every topic into ag-
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Well, he bought a pDiece on which thers
were four icres of waste area, He looked
them over and deterniined . to find oﬁt
what could be done with them. The sub-
soil of this little tract was heavy clay
and near the surface, Rains did not pen-
etrate it. The plot was sticky with a
i]';l]eg st;rface mud, it5 resuitant sourness

llled plant life,

AN unioeers It was barren, Useless,

He put men ang teams at work on it
and the farmers of the section turned
their heads away as they passed by, so
that they might not offer him the dis-
courtesy of laughing in his face. Thep
knew, by their traditions and the tradi-
tions of the good old South, that he wag
wasting money, wasting time, and waist-
Ing energy in trying to reclaim that hope-
less land. They knew that for the mo-
ment their usually astute fellow-citizen
was affected by the silliecs. But he twag
not to be deterreq. |

He spent quite a loi of money in deep
prlowing, which transformed the land into
large, hopeless-looking lumps. He spent
Mmore money on disintegration of those
!umps. Indeed, before he finished spend-
mf:.m.one.v he had pulverized that land
until it was as fige as flour. This dona
he planted wWhat a chemical analysis,
mz.lde by a hizh-broweq scientist, défer-
mined was the Proper thing to plant,
after he had fertilizeq accdrdiﬂg fo th
Same high-browed advijce °

’Ijhe CI'Op came ang ‘
nelghborhood eXPecte
pPald for the labor.

r

Was better than the
d, for it just abouyt
This confirmed the

financia] loss, and
there were NOwW smiles of the kind that

Y1 told You so.” But h i
Fhe land ggain and yet agzain a?*idngi?ﬂ
lziic; a Ifttle more, with careful sclence,
igncr ng to that land, in the fertilizer, those
gredients of plant food which analysis
revealed it to have lacked. The second
Crop paid for the labor ang the seed. And
whz?t did the third erop d4o? .

His face as he told me about 1t would
have pleased an able s€Nptor looking for
a cpuntenance with which to cap a rubgged
statue f:f complacent victory., The third
Crop paid for the labor angd the seed, and,
fl_z‘rther.. buid for the land itself. The
third crop madge the enterprise un 1mveste
plent which had yvielded full 100 per cent,
In three years' time. -

It Is that experience, he says, and counte-
less others other mMmen have had of stmilap
character, which convince him that the

Nation's grgatest need is co-operation with
and education for the farmer. '

“ The agricultural productiveness of our
lands can be far more than doebled,” hLe
went on, “and a few vears can. see. this
done if the States and tiie United States
contribute properly to the investigation
of the problems of the farm and the bet-
ter training of our bovs and girls for
agricuiture, The doubling of our farm
broductivengss would go very far toward
~solving our most serfous economic probe-
“lems,

“ The farmer's life can and should be
the most attractive of all lives, his pay-
ment for his labor—lis profits from hig
business, proportioned to his outlay of
energy—should be very large, not very
small, as they now too often are. We
must enfer on an era of Governmental
study, local, State and National, of seeds
and soils, of so0il preparation and cr'op
~culture, of plant diseases and the ene-
mies of trees and fruits, of cattle and all
other stock. That will solve our economic
difficulties so that thev wiil stay solved.
The area of our farm lands has been 3o
great that our very wealth in them .has
bred our tragic carelessness of them. I
am glad to note that a change has al-
ready begun.

““The conditions of farm life must and
_will be so completely metamorphosed that
the country, not the city, will be regard-
ed generally as the most delightful place
of residence for rich and poor alike.”

‘It is the loneliness of farm life which
appalls most people,” I suggested.

‘"It has been in the past, but the tel-
| ephone, which is developed now into al-
| most as great perfection In the country
as it is in the city, has already done much
to correct that and will do more. Good
roads are coming, have already come {n
r many mighty sections of the country, and
| they will further help to remove the isola.
tion of farn life.

“The Inter-State-highway movement,
now well under way, is a good sign. I
cannot say that inter-State highways are
as essential to the Nation's welfare ag in-
ter-State railways are, but they certain-
ly are not far behind the railways in
importance. .

“I am intensely interested Jn the great
highway which we are seeking to creates
by the improvement of a chain of roads
rand which will connect New York City
[by means of admirable highways with
i.AtIanta in my State, and later with Jack-
' sonville, Fla. 1 think it is quite safe to
‘predict now that thi$ enterprise will be
‘carried to completion, and that will be a
‘great step in advance. It will bring our
people closer together; it will help us to
. Know each other better.

“It will give us many opportunities: of
getting really acquainted which train-
travel does not offer and cannot. The
‘man who hurries through a section on a
fast traln sees really but little of a coun-
try, learns practically nothing of its‘peo-
-ple. The man who passes through it in
a carrlage on a public highway, be the
carriage horse-drawn or propelled by gas-
‘oline, must, necessarily, sece much of it
~and become acquainted with its people.

“This will do what other things have
‘done during the past quarter of a century
'—it will continue the fine work of the rail-
way, which was assisted und carried into
detajl by the telegrapht and further in
still greater detail by the telephone. 1t
will teach us that the peonle of the North
and South are esscntially the same; it
will help to add to common interests, and
common in{erests mean commeoen lilkes and
dislikes and gencral, appreciutive, toler-
ant understanding, one of the other. We
shall see the actual conditions under
wiich each other lives. :

‘The good-roads movement is of great
Importance to the welfare of the country.
The automobile has, of course, helped
ereatly in encouraging our people to their
building. The increase of inter-State roads
is of more importance than that portion
of the public which Is nbt directly inter-
ested realizes.

“ My interest in the higshway from New
York to Jacksonville is so acute that I
shall take part in the long journev over
the route which will leave New York Oct.
i4. I hope that in each State which I
i)a.ss through the Governor, or a Senator,
or both will join me as my guest. I am
arranging these meetings now.

““ A1l these things help; this one will
help tremendousiy toward the solution of
what I have been forced to think ig the
very greatest problem of our National
life—the problem of our farmers and
their farms. The Federal and State Gov-

ernments have, as I have said. no greet-
er duty to perform than to promote ‘the

agricultural interests of the country: IY
you asked me what I think has been the
greatest deficiency in the work of'State
and National government™in this country
during the past century I should unhes-
{tatingly reply that it has-been negléct of

theifariner, and the farm.”. .. 4.

{(Gonyiighited, 191L"by.‘The Publishers Prews,
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