- NEW FACTS ‘ON THE INCREASED COST OF UVING

2 surprising number of cases the,
retail prices of housechold necessiuesi
in New York to-day are comparable !
to the wholesale prices in Londomn.
While scores of more or less contradictory
tiicories are lheing advanced to account
for the high ecost of living, here at least
is a solid ground of comparison. -

The prices of the familiar food products
in London come as a surprise to the New
York housekeeper. In no single instance
are the current London prices hI her
than in New York. Quite apart from the
aeneral interest of such.comparison, the
figures may serve to throw a new light
on the causes behind this upward rno‘ve-
ment. N

‘The prices of living supplies have been |
obtained within a few days of one another
in the two cities.
are those obtained in a painstaking in-
. vesligation by Special Agent Henry Stud-
nicka. for the Weekly Consular and Trade
Repor:i of the Department of Commerce
and Labor, and may be accepted as of-
Ticial. The prices were obtained in the
. i{hree most prominent laboring sections
of the City of L.ondon.

In each district some ten or fifteen
stores were visited and the general aver-
age price computed. The prices, there-
Zore, do not apply to the fashionable dis-
tricts of London, where the scale s, of
course, somewhat higher. In. obtaining.-a
paraliel in New Yorh many stores were |
Visjted on 'the avenucs on both the east
and west sides. 'The market quotatlons
of . fgod prices were also considered, as
well as the special list of prices- adver-
ftic:ed from time to time by _large stores
and syndicates of grocery- stores, and'a
general average struck. Incidentally, the

n
-

influence of the.tradlng stamp'or premium}

system has been disregarded. -

The retall prices of méat in the two
cmes are surprisingly far a.part If you
were in London to-day, you would rind
the price of beef ranging from 16 to 20
cents per pound, and this rate. varies
little from week to weel.” In New York
this week porterhouse steak Is seiling at
30. cents & pound, . sirioin at 26, round.
steak at 22, and roasts at 24 cents, or an
average of almost exactly 25 cents .per

pound. \

These prices, a8 every housekeeper will
understand, . are 'remarkably uqlturm
ihroughout the elty. It is possible "to
buy meat more cheaply, but 1t wlll be
“of another grade.

The cheaper grades of meat shoxv a
similar contrast_in ‘price. ‘In Londan the
so-called’ frozen ‘beef is ‘gelling ror from
10 to_l4 cents a pound. .The -less desir-)
-: able cuts corresponding to the .meat’ con-
sumed in. the working districts of L.on-
don cost-in New, York to-day  from ‘15 to
- 20 cents a pound. JIhe price of_ bacon fn
-."“London again’ ranges ‘from : 16 to 24 cents.
---whiie in New Vork the same grade brings‘

:r.'rom 25 to 30 cents a: pound
For some .time bacon has ceased, R in
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'New York at least, to -be a,poor*mansl
; meat and is as costly as -the_ hlgher
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‘Table of CornparatiVe Prices..

1 . —
Yondon, New York.:
; Cents. . Cents. .

Apples 1 I1Deceeces 4 1O 6 10
Bread, 1° lb........ 4 . o
Butter. a |+ FORRR - 3 to 32 : 30 to 26
Cheese, 1 Ib......14 to 16 18 to 22
Cocoa, 1 Ib..,....10 t0o 36 25 to 30
Coffee, 1-1D.aee+e16 to 30 20 to 50
Currants, 1 Ib.... 4 to. 8 8 to 12
Eggs, ld tO 160 L) .20 6 to 12 &J
Codfish, 1 [b...... 8to 12 - 1§ to 29
Fish, (generai)llb. -4 to 12 10 to 25
r]ourl U. le...--. 9 tO 10 1‘-’
Meats: _ _

Bacon, 1 1b.....16 to 24 25 to 30

.Beef. 1 lbe t.'...;lﬁ'to 20' . 22 1.0"‘10

Pork, 1 1D...c.4..12 to 16 20 to <

. )

The Znglish f:f'ure51 grades or beef. It is the same with pork}

chons. In London the average price in
the working districts ‘1s from 12 to 16
-cents a pound -for pork steak-and ribs.
The latest quotation in New York is 24
cents a pound. “Phe -London- housewife
suddenly set” down In'-New.York would
‘doubtless- consider these quotations fam-
 Ine prices. '

‘The price of meat I8 peculiarly signlﬂ-
cant, since it {3 from .America that Lon-
don draws §ts “supply. The economists
have offered several plausible theorles to
account .for .this” mounting cost of meats.
They point out that in: the early days
the -cattle growers enjoyed unlimited
ranges: ror pasturing their . ca.ttle. I‘ood
cost ‘very - httie, for the immense herds,
in;the care of a few' cowboys, were mere-
1y’ turned’ Toos® to ‘Toam far and’ wide.
‘When one’range was’ exhausted the herds
simply moved turther west.  The supply
seerned lnexhaust’ible. )

Later, 48 the West became more popu-
lous. these, ranges. were greatly reduced.
It.has even become neeessary -fo-feed the
cattle an expensive operation. It is said
that»the cost oz feeding the herde has
increased two ‘or three times: over. in the.
last twenty years, and hencea" the inevit-|
able inorease in the cost of- besf.

It . has ‘been argued. theretore. - that,
since the - western ‘prairies: “have dlsap-
perred, _wltli "thelr” practically unlimlted
ré.nkes, the “Aay-of’ chea.p meat hag" pa.sseq
never to.return.— We must look; 1t 18 sald:
to!South. Afnerfea;. ‘to the fmmengs ‘undes,
veloped areas “of Argenting - Ior.. rellef
It {8 strenuously denled by many of these
eeonomists that ‘the: taritt Ghas anything
to’do with' ‘the situatiop. ; :;
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The great ﬁnns handling meat, a.galn~
argue. .Wltluimpr,esslvez array of- ﬂgures,
that the high' ‘prices-are the 'resuit slmpl,v
of the. worltlng of: the Iaw ot auppl,y and.
demand** and that*nelther the packers
nor. the middle ;nen‘*have caused the in-
crease..‘,r.' S s “-,}“.-*‘ x:-,-n
S It is ‘at least an’ interesung. raet. in v[ew
of these argumente, that in ‘London. where'
méat. {s; Imported rro;n the United S.ta.tes
and Argentina, the prices are 25.per cent.‘
;0T :INOYe. clieiper. than:in Nef York,  *..
“ Speeial_ =ea1'e has’ ’been taken iy eom..
parlng the cost or bread in- 'Ehe two cit!el.f'
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Y.ondon. New York.
Cents. Cents. -
Milk, 1 pint....... ¢ . 4to &
Oatmeal, 1 lb..... 4 to - 6 ' 5 to 1V
Onions, 1 1b...... ' +4 .
Oranges, 1 doz...10 to 12- - 18 to.50
‘Potatoes, 1 1b..... 1 to 2 3 to 4
Prunes, 1 Ib...... 8 to 12 10 to 18 ,
Raising, 1 1b...... 6 to 10 10 to 16 -
Rice, 1 Ib....c..... 4 13 .
Syruo. 1 Ib.ecnanee 3 ‘18 .
Sugar, u.hlte 1 lb.. 6 .
Sugar, yel'w. 11b.. 4 , 0
Tapioca, 1 Ib...... 8 10 7

Tea, 1 Ib.,.........20 t0'60

30 to 1.50
Tomatoes, 1 .... 8 : 12 a

-

More than, e score of the largs bakeries
of London were visited, and the bread
was. tarefully examined. The - - average
cost. of. bread In London is- 4 cents a
pound. ‘In New York and other Amer-
ican citles the same grade of bread costs
J cents a pound. The penny may seem
trifling, but it means an’ inerense: of 25
per. cent. In the cost of the great Iood
staple.

In the worklng distrlcts or London a
four-pound loaf.is sold for 12 cents, which
may. be compared to the second day's
stale bread which . wholesale bakers in

New York and other .Amerlcan cities sellq

for 214 cents.- .
.The argument that the high prlce otf

j'meat is due to the- buillding up of “the

West 1s also -advanced . in the case of
wheat. -
sald, has steadily-increased, because. the’
land is higher, and the cost’ of labor has

‘gone up and continues to rise.; ‘fhe manu-

facturers again deny "that they make any
andue profit.: In.this 25 “per cent.: in-.
crease .in the ‘cost . of the 'staft of life

there may be found food for thought.

Thére. are. still -other food supplies for |-

The cost of - raislng wheat, It is’|

whlch ohow the same, surprie!ng diver-
gence in price. The cheese consumed in
London Is largely supplied from, the Unit-
.ed States "and Canada An interestlng
sidelight. on the etfect of- the tarlft ‘and
the ‘cost of tramnsatlantio; transportation is
afforded- by such'a compar}son.‘

- In London cheese- is selling from 14 to
16 cents, while In l\ew “York: !t brings
from 18 to 22.cents. Dairy butter, again,
‘I8 ‘selling In T.ondon for trom 24 to 32
cents a.- -pound, and: in® New York for from
30 to ..o cents. Apples, Iargely imported
from ‘the United States. are . selling for.
from 4 to 6 cents a- pound, while the
‘same grades "are bringing 10 tents a
pound in New York.

It is interesting, to note in this connec-
tion that in England the question of the
middleman’s profits is even a-more- iivelv
iesue ‘than *in America.
an immense amount of disousslon on thig
subject and considerable lbitterness It is
argued that the grower gets more- than-
his’ share of the prof.lts and that. .the-
mlddleman is robblnz the, consumer. .The
eriticism is the more. interesting since it
arises in-a'country. where ‘the trust or

less influence ‘than, in the United States. -

. So.acute has this Drobiem become in
many sections of England that the. con-
| sumers -have ‘organizéd to produce and
supplyuthe staples or. ilre ‘at a reasonable
cost. PRV
Many 0f. these experiments have been
sucéessful;-'and’ whale. coptmunities -are
able to purchase -the. necéssities: of life
at - g ‘considerable ' reduction below the
current fnarket prlces, which jn turn’
seem. so reasonable 0./ INew Yorkers.
>'1‘hese co-operative ‘en’ erprlses leage the
land;. cufuva.te Mt,. ‘maintain® distributing
fstations ‘or.stores. in the’ cities, ‘and. sup-
plyifood. ‘and: manufactured products at a
substant!ally reduced price.....-7 . -% b
The prit:es to: whlc‘h ‘many Londoners

which England munt lodk to- A.merlca'_
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more—below the current 2
tations. Dggs are. selling in Loondon to--
day from twelve to sixteen for 24 cents.
In New. Yoric one can only buy Irorn six"

reasonable deﬂ'ree of safety. _ .
_ Potatoes, which cost in London 1 or
. cents a pound, are selling in -New York
for from 3 to 4. cents. Onions, xvhich
bring 2 cents a pound in London, are
worth' twicé as much at home., Tomatoes
are selllng in London for 8 cents a
pound, and in f\eu . York for 12 cents.
The grade of flour which costs 9 cents
for three and a half pounds In Londo'l,
costs 12 cents in New York.' LI

The price of fish in Londan continues
far helow that in New York. | Both citles
are near the sea, so that some other
factor than the legitimate cost for trans-

)
it

‘There _has been . portation must be found to- account  for

the contrast Even in the case of Ilsh
which must be. carried for great distances
the, same variations as to prices seem to.
obtaln. Codfish, for instance. is selling
in London for from 8 to 12 ccupts, a
pound, and in New York for from 15 to
20 - cents. 'l‘he average price of fish in

the manipilator of prices has admittedly | London runs from 4 to 12 cents a pound.

No Neaw York housewlfe need be told that
lt is lmpossible to .buy fish for less than

sirable fish. cost 20 or even 25 cents a.
pound. Since the marikets or both citles

lare supp!\led at such. short range here..s

a problem ror the ecoriomist.
" Both cities again would seem to be on

l

an_equal footing as regards the supply
of--tea and coffee. eographically, at
least, there would- seem to be ilttle to
choose, between them. Both cities imporf
these - staples from &. considerable dis-
tance, using the common highweay of the
‘'seas.. . In. London the prlee of tea varles
at present from 20 to 60 cents a pound.
‘The .cheaper grades of tea in New York

bbring' 30 cents a pound, an advance of 50

o'bjeot are in turn. _2o _per cent.—-sometimesﬂ

per ' cent.” over the London price, while

ew York quo-

to twelve egga for & quarier With any

1

10 centg a .pound, while the more de- |




